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INTRODUCTION TO THE SERIES 


RATIONALE 


Spelling is an indispensable tool for satisfactory expression in writ- 
ing. It is an important element of the entire school program. 

Much spelling is learned incidentally, acquired in passing as new 
words are read and written. As well as providing opportunities for 
reading and writing, however, research indicates both the need for 
and value of direct instruction in spelling. Although there is formal 
instruction in spelling in most Canadian elementary schools, class- 
room observations and discussions with teachers have revealed con- 
siderable dissatisfaction with the low correlation between good spell- 
ing during formal spelling lessons and good spelling in other written 
work. 

The Macmillan Spelling Series has been developed to provide a 
better tool for pupils and teachers in the learning and teaching of 
spelling as an integral part of the language arts program. The series 
is based on extensive research findings; it is Canadian throughout; 
and it is based on the premise that successful teaching of spelling 
cannot be merely a mechanical and routine matter. 

No textbook can be an adequate substitute for a capable and 
imaginative teacher; the teacher is the key person in the classroom. 
Hence this series includes a teacher’s handbook for each of the pupils’ 
texts. A foreword in each handbook relates the underlying principles 
of the series to the individual text. In addition, each handbook pro- 
vides useful background material and specific suggestions for the 
busy teacher, unit by unit, so that spelling may be more effectively 
taught, and as a result better learned. 


POINT OF VIEW 


The primary aim of the spelling program is to bring all pupils to the 
point where they spell correctly the words they write. This means: 
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1. Teaching pupils automatic mastery of the words that they need to 
use in writing. 

2. Developing ability to spell correctly in all written work in and out 
of school, not just words in lists in spelling periods. 

3. Helping children acquire an efficient method of studying and 
mastering the spelling of words. 

4. Developing self-dependence in spelling: the ability to locate cor- 
rect spellings and to check the accuracy of spelling. 

5. Developing a pride and interest in correct spelling. 

There is a great deal of evidence that word-study skills in phonic 
and structural analysis are useful tools for spelling, as are a number 
of other aspects of the broad language arts program, such as im- 
provement in pronunciation of words, correct grammatical usage, 
enrichment of vocabulary, and the development of an interest in 
words and their derivation. Spelling should therefore not be treated 
as an isolated study, but as a means of expression, an essential 
element of communication. 

This is the point of view of The Macmillan Spelling Series, which 
places considerable emphasis on phonic and structural analysis. From 
the particular standpoint of spelling, however, these are only means, 
and analysis is just a first step. Correct spelling involves, above all, 
skills in word-building, which is really analysis in reverse. In the 
reading portion of a language arts program phonic and structural 
analysis helps a pupil to make sense of a word that has not been seen 
before; in spelling a knowledge of phonics (sounds expressed in letter 
combinations) and of structure (meaningful elements from words 
already known) can often help a pupil to select the correct spelling of 
a word, to build the word in writing. Accordingly, skills and practice 
in word-building receive considerable emphasis throughout this se- 
ries. 


WORDS USED IN THE SERIES 


The basic spelling vocabulary for the series consists of 2608 words. 

Why not more? There are two compelling reasons: 

1. Extensive research indicates that approximately 2500 words con- 
stitute about 95% of children’s writing vocabulary. These words, 
therefore, are given primary attention. Complete mastery of 
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these, together with an efficient method for independent learning 
of whatever other words a pupil may wish to use, should lead to a 
high level of spelling ability. 

2. The books are so designed that word-building activities, begin- 
ning with words from the basic list, lead to the learning of a great 
many more words. In addition, emphasis is placed on the building 

_ of supplementary lists of words that a particular class or indi- 
vidual may wish to use. 

The basic list is enlarged for capable pupils by the inclusion in the 
series of 326 Extra Words. These are not “hard” words; they are 
simply words that are used somewhat less often than those in the 
basic list. 

Both the basic vocabulary of 2608 words in The Macmillan Spelling 
Series and the 326 Extra Words are listed at the back of each 
handbook. 


Placement of Words 

The basic criterion for the placement of words ina particular text has 
been the frequency of their use by children in writing at that level 
(roughly equivalent to grade level). The introduction of specific 
words for spelling at the point where large numbers of children wish 
to use them is consistent with the goal of developing pupils’ ability to 
spell correctly in all written expression. The assigning of spelling 
words that pupils already feel a need to use in writing also provides 
motivation, a prerequisite of learning. 


A Canadian Word List 

Although the word list is based on the major studies of pupil 
spelling vocabulary,* special attention has been given to the inclusion 
of Canadian words. This has been done by classroom observation, by 
examination of Canadian literature for children, and, mainly, by 
direct request for opinions to a sampling of interested educators 
across Canada. Arctic, beaver, and parka are examples of Canadian 
words that have been included. 

As well, the Revised Edition of the series contains a number of 
words that have come into common use since the series was first 
published; highrise and metric terms are examples of words that 
have been added or have replaced dated words in the original list. 


* See footnote on p. 9. 
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Summary of Word Lists by Books 








No. of Most Approx. No. 
No. of Basic Frequently No. of of Basic Words 
Words First Misspelled Extra Listed per 
Book Introduced Words Included Words Unit* 

2 228 85 11 10 

3 366 72 25 12 

4 383 58 38 14 

5 409 43 68 15 

6 388 24 49 15 

7 418 27 71 16 

8 416 Ze 64 16 

Totals 2608 30 | 326 


*Including some of the most frequently misspelled words repeated or re-introduced 
from earlier books. 


ORGANIZATION OF THE SERIES 


Each book is divided into thirty-three units plus seven review lessons 
(every sixth unit plus the last unit is a review). Every effort has been 
made to provide variety in unit format and content, in order to 
maintain pupil and teacher interest from unit to unit and year to year. 
The units are designed to encourage pupils to use new words in 
contexts of thezr own composition, but occasionally the words are 
introduced in a story context. 


The Most Commonly Misspelled Words 
Three hundred and thirty-one words, within the basic list, have been 
identified from a variety of studies as offering particular difficulty to 
many pupils. Special attention is given to the teaching and re- 
teaching of these words, as follows: 

1. Each of the 331 words is introduced, as if it were a new word, at 
least twice in the series; almost half are listed three times, and 
approximately fifty “demons” are listed four times or more. 

2. Inthe pupils’ texts a list of all such words introduced in the series 
to date appears at the back of each book. 
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3. In the teacher's handbooks the teaching suggestions for each unit 
list any of these 331 words that are included in the unit, with a note 
as to whether the word is appearing for the first time or is be.ng 
re-taught. 


How To Study a Word 
A page at the front of each pupils’ text outlines the five steps in 
learning a new word. The steps are the same in all books, although 
necessarily in simpler form in the lower levels: 
. Look at the word. 
. Think about the word. 
Write the word. 
. Check how you spelled it. 
. Practise spelling the word. 
It is recommended that teachers direct pupils repeatedly to these 
steps, to the point where pupils apply them automatically. 


Lists at the Back of the Pupils’ Texts 

1. Alphabetical listing of new basic and extra words for that book, 
showing the page at which each is introduced. (These are not 
dictionaries—pupils should be encouraged to make regular refer- 
ence to standard dictionaries.) 

2. Cumulative listing of words introduced in the series to date from 
the 331 most commonly misspelled words. 

3. Reference tables of useful words, beginning at Book 8, as follows: 





oa Onin 
Months, with abbreviations KKK 
Days of week, with abbreviations ale See 
Provinces and major cities rk Kk 
Measurements (metric) pe Oe 


Tables of Word-Study Skills 

The following tables summarize word-study skills as developed in the 
series. The process is a cumulative one, from the beginning of the 
series to the end. All of the skills indicated are important for correct 
spelling, but since all cannot be introduced at once and some become 
increasingly automatic as the pupil progresses, all are not accorded 
equal emphasis in every book. The degree of emphasis on specific 
skills in each book is indicated as follows: 
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@ major 

® moderate 

® minor (readiness, reinforcement, or review) 

Care has been taken to correlate, wherever possible, the progres- 
sive development of word-study skills in this series with related skills 
being developed concurrently in widely used texts for reading and 
other parts of the language arts program. 








I Word Perception ae ta tila ies 
1. Recognizing words as visual @ Emphasized as 
symbols of ideas — associating basic through- 
printed and written words with out the series, 
known objects, actions, situations, the method of 
ideas learning to 
2. Seeing, hearing, and pronouncing @ spell a word 
the whole word being repeated 
3. Recognizing letters and combina- @ and extended 
tions of letters, and their associated book by book. 
sounds, as integral parts of a word 
4. Double letters @®e@e@@ece - 
5. Silent letters © e@@@ @ @ 
6. Double vowels and diphthongs ®@@@eoe- 
7. Different sounds for the same 
letter combinations -€8®@@ee0e@ 
8. Same sound, different spelling ©2@@72e@80 
9. Automatic mastery of certain 
words most frequently misspelled @0@e00000 
II Phonic Analysis ER PMT Vee eS 
1. Single consonant sounds 
—at the beginning of words @@eee0e-- 
—at the end of words @@eee0- 
2. Consonant blends ®©@@@@ece 
3. Long and short vowels @@@@e@eoe 
4. Vowel combinations @@e@@eeoe 
5. Rhyming @e@ee@e0e - 
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HI Structural Analysis 


o IE Oo O FT 8 





be 


10. 


LP 


Forming plurals 

—by adding s 

—other forms 

Dropping letters or endings 
Adding endings (inflection) 
Doubling letters and adding 
endings 

Recognizing parts of a compound 
word, and building compounds 
Forming new words by 
substituting initial consonants or 
consonant blends 

Forming new words by vowel 
substitution 

Prefixes 

Suffixes (changing meaning, or part 


‘of speech) 


Finding base words 
Forming new words from bases 


IV Dictionary Skills 





10. 


NAanrwn 


Letters of the alphabet 


. Alphabetical order 


Vowels and consonants 

Guide and key words 
Syllabication and accent 
Pronunciation 

Finding meanings and shades of 
meaning 

Using sentence context to select 
specific meaning of words 
Synonyms, antonyms, and 
homonyms 

Using dictionary to check spelling 


@®e@ *& 
@ee “ 
@ 

@ 

@ 
| 
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Other Language Skills Correlated 





with Spelling Ufa Bed aes re on i 2) 

1. Abbreviations e@eoe@e- -— 
2. Capitals e©@@e@eoce - 
3. Contractions e©@e@e-- 

4. Correct usage of words 

(e.g., among/between) —-- 0 @@6e@0@0@ 

5. Hyphens —-e@eeee — 
6. Possessives -@@@eeoe 

7. Parts of speech (beginning with 

nouns and verb usage) -@©0e00000 

8. Handwriting @@ee@ee-- 

9. Extension of vocabulary and 

meaning ©e©@e@0e0@0@ 
10. Origins of English words —-—e @@@@ 


PAETHODS AND PROCEDURES 


How can the teacher make the best possible use of The Macmillan 
Spelling Series? Specific teaching suggestions in the handbooks are 
provided for introducing and teaching the words, testing and check- 
ing, re-teaching and re-testing, and review. In addition, a great many 
principles for effective teaching and learning of spelling are built into 
the units themselves — for example, dictionary skills and usage are 
emphasized increasingly from book to book, leading toward indepen- 
dence in spelling. And, finally, the series introduces only those few 
generalizations that are widely applicable (e.g., g is always followed 
by w); as in phonic and structural analysis generally, the emphasis is 
on noting similarities rather than on rules. 


PROVIDING FOR INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES 


Individual pupils vary widely in ability to learn to spell, just as they 
do in other abilities. One-fourth of the pupils in a typical class will 
spell as well as the average child in the grade above, another one- 
fourth only as well as the average for the grade below. Spreads in 
achievement of from five to eight grades in a single classroom are to 
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be expected. Pupils also differ in motivation, intelligence, reading 
ability, handwriting, work habits, and other factors related to 
achievement in spelling. Clearly, then, if spelling instruction is to be 
effective it must take the differing needs of pupils into account.The 
most effective plan for meeting individual differences would appear 
to be some combination of grouping for spelling on the one hand and 

_ personal help or challenge to individual pupils on the other. The 

following points should be noted: 

e Flexible grouping of pupils, according to their common needs, for 
teaching and re-teaching is a useful approach to providing for 
individual differences in spelling. 

© Not all pupils should be required to do all the exercises in the 
pupils’ text. 

@ Not all pupils can or should be expected to master all the words in 
the basic unit lists; poor spellers might concentrate on mastering 
the most commonly misspelled words and the basic literacy vocabu- 
lary at each level. 

® Not all pupils need be at the same point in the text at the same time. 
The Macmillan Spelling Series helps teachers to make use of a 

variety of techniques to meet the needs of pupils of varying levels of 

ability within a class group: 

1. As much as possible, each of the pupils’ texts has been made 
“self-directive”, in that the individual pupil should be able to use 
the book profitably with a minimum of help from the teacher. It is 
to be hoped, of course, that this will not often be necessary. 

2. Emphasis throughout on word-analysis and word-building, as 
well as on dictionary work of other kinds, is useful for all spellers 
and leads easily to enrichment for good spellers. 

3. For good spellers extra words are included in many units, as well 


* Among the lists consulted were: Dolch, E. W., The 2000 Commonest Words for 
Spelling, Champaign, Illinois: The Garrard Press, 1955; Hildreth, Gertrude, “A 
Writing Vocabulary for Children”, appendix to her book Teaching Spelling, New 
York: Henry Holt and Co. Inc., 1955; Horn, Ernest, A Basic Writing Vocabulary: 
10 000 Words Most Commonly U sed in Writing, University of lowa Monographs in 
Education #4, 1926; Rinsland, H. D., A Basic Vocabulary of Elementary School 
Children, New York: The Macmillan Company, 1945; Schonell, F. J., The Essential 
Spelling List, London: Macmillan and Co. Ltd., 1956; Thomas, Ves, Teaching Spell- 
ing: Canadian Word Lists and Instructional Techniques, Toronto: Gage Publishing 
Ltd., 1974; A Concise Dictionary of Canadianisms, Toronto: Gage Publishing Ltd., 
1973; New Brunswick Experimental Spelling Guide, Years 4 to 6, 1974. 
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as extra exercises.* Because of space limitations the latter are 
included in the teacher’s handbooks rather than in the texts 
(except in the review units). 

4. Extra exercises* are similarly provided for poor spellers in the 
teacher’s handbooks. Suggestions are made periodically as to 
diagnosis and remedial work for specific spelling difficulties. Re- 
peated emphasis is placed upon the 331 most commonly mis- 
spelled words. 

5. For very poor spellers a cumulative list of most commonly used 
words has been developed, showing the book in which each word 
was first introduced. (See A Basic Spelling Literacy Vocabulary 
at the back of each handbook.) This list includes only 442 words of 
all those studied throughout the series, yet these words account 
for up to 70% of children’s writing vocabulary. Virtual mastery of 
this list should be possible for even extremely poor spellers, and 
should allow practically all pupils to arrive at a first level of 
spelling literacy. 

*The extra exercises for both good and poor spellers are also 
available, without answers, as a set of spirit duplicating masters for 
each of the pupils’ texts. This format is intended as a convenience to 
teachers who may not have the-time to copy out the exercises from 
the handbooks (where the answers are included). 


TESTS 


A pre-test is included in each handbook except the one for Book 2, for 
possible use as the work of each book is begun. These tests are 
designed to help in the preliminary grouping of pupils for spelling 
instruction. A post-test, which may be administered at the end of the 
year’s program, provides for the measuring of achievement. 

Other tests included or suggested in the handbooks are evaluative 
devices for diagnostic purposes, to indicate something of the type and 
amount of work the individual pupil needs to do. When pupils are 
having trouble with spelling it is highly important that diagnostic and 
remedial work be undertaken as soon as possible to avoid the devel- 
opment of negative attitudes toward spelling. Apart from low intelli- 
gence and severe physical handicaps such as deafness or poor visual 
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perception, factors found to be most frequently associated with spell- 
ing difficulties include low reading ability, lack of motivation, defec- 
tive or careless speech, and slow or unintelligible handwriting. A very 
common cause of poor spelling is poor study procedure. A useful first 
step in helping a pupil in difficulty, therefore, often is to ask how he or 
she goes about learning to spell a word. 


FOR FURTHER STUDY 


The following are selected references on spelling and the teaching of 
spelling. Each is itself a source of many further references. 


FLOWER, G. E., “Research in Spelling — A Summary” in Canadian 
Research Digest 3, Summer 1959, Toronto: The Canadian Educa- 
tion Association (pp. 97-111). 

HANNA, PAUL R,, et al., Spelling: Structure and Strategies, Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin Co., 1971. 

HORN, THOMAS D., “Spelling” in Encyclopedia of Educational Re- 
search, 4th ed., New York: Collier Macmillan, 1971 (pp. 1282-99). 

SCHONELL, F. J., Essentials in Teaching and Testing Spelling, Lon- 
don: Maemillan & Co. Ltd., 1955. 

THOMAS, VES, Teaching Spelling: Canadian Word Lists and Instruc- 
tional Techniques, Toronto: Gage Publishing Ltd., 1974. 


George EK. Flower 
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FOREWORD TO 
TEACHER’S HANDBOOK 5 


Though spelling may be difficult, it need not be dull. It is, indeed, by 

no means the least interesting element in the structure of our rich, 
living and complex language. 

G. H. VALLINS, Spelling (The Language Library), 

London: Andre Deutsch, 1954 


Although it has never been easy to achieve, correct spelling remains 
important for at least two reasons. It is still one of the marks of an 
educated person, and it makes reading easier. 

One has only to tackle literature that has retained the highly 
individualized spelling of Elizabethan times to perceive how modern 
readers have become accustomed to standardized spelling. It is even 
more difficult to decode a phonetically written selection. To quote 
Paul S. Anderson (Canguage Skills in Elementary Education, 
Toronto: Collier-Macmillan Canada, Ltd., 1964, p. 173), “It is not true 
that one can spell correctly by ‘spelling the word the way it sounds’. 
In fact thiss staytment iz enuff to mayk won shreak.” If nothing else, 
correct spelling is a courtesy that writers extend to their readers. 

Ever since English spelling crystallized into its present forms, 
attempts have been made to simplify it on phonetic principles. Here 
and there a few words have yielded to the efforts of reformers. More 
often, especially in the early days of the zealous reformers, the 
efforts were misbegotten and produced interesting but equally mis- 
begotten spellings of individual words. For example, the word that 
was for a long time spelled delite like its legitimate French ancestor 
emerged as delight, the gh having been inserted by misguided schol- 
ars to represent the c of the Latin verb delectare, and probably in 
imitation of light. ight is derived from Old English leoht and is kin 
to Latin /ux, meaning light.) 

Knowing that there are reasons for many of the vagaries of En- 
glish spelling helps both teachers and students to understand and 
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therefore to remember. This handbook, and from time to time the 
pupils’ text, includes some etymological material and slivers of infor- 
mation that may be of interest to you, the teacher using the books, 
whether or not you pass them on to your pupils. 


As Paul Anderson’s quotation suggests, you will have to proceed with 
care in applying to spelling the phonics children use to decode words 
in reading. Many common errors in spelling are a result of writers 
trying to spell words as they sound. Often the errors are intelligent 
applications of acquired knowledge, as when a child writes kight for 
kite or shuvle for shovel. Phonics, then, may be a useful decoding 
instrument, but it can also be a trap for the young writer. Although 
many words, such as some of those in the first unit of the text (ramp, 
melt, dust), can indeed be spelled as they sound, frequently the sound 
presents the speller with one or more options rather than a clear 
directive. Does he have a pain or apane in his knee (nee as in see, nea 
as in sea, or ney as inkey)? Will she meet or mete or meat her mother 
after school (scool like cool, scule or skule likerule)? All the italicized 
words are “regular” in their spelling in that they follow accepted 
“rules”, and the spellings represent the sounds with considerable 
accuracy. In the case of pain, pane and meet, mete, meat, not only is 
the spelling regular but the various spellings stand for words that are 
correctly spelled provided they are used in the proper contexts. 

The English language has hundreds of such homonyms. The first 
few units of the text yield such common examples as led, lead and 
scene, seen, among others. Almost all homonyms are short, common 
words in daily use, for example, to, too, two; there, their, they're; right, 
write, rite. Phonics will not help the puzzled speller decide which 
homonym should appear in any given context. Only practice and an 
understanding of the relationship of the meaning and the spelling of 
the word can do that. 

A knowledge of phonics, however, can help to limit the number of 
options open to the writer. For example, the child who understands 
the effect of a final silent e on the internal vowel of a one-syllable 
word is not likely to write that he has apan in his knee or that she will 
met her mother. Thus phonics has a role to play in learning to spell, 
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but it must be used with caution and with an awareness of the 
problems that can arise from dependence on attempts to equate 
sounds with spelling. 

In the text, such phonic generalizations as can be made are incorpo- 
rated (1) in the grouping of the words into units, e.g., Units 1, 3, 4, 7, 
10, 14, 22, 27, 38, 35; (2) in the suggestions for teaching; and ©) 
extensively in the exercise material. In addition, Units 11, 16, 20, 25, 
28, and 33 are based on the structure of words—plural forms, tenses 
of verbs, comparison of adjectives and adverbs, apostrophes, pre- 
fixes and suffixes, compound words, and syllabication and accent. 

Although, as has been pointed out, confusion and error can result 
from a literal application to the spelling process of phonics learned in 
the reading process, it is still important that the two processes be 
related in the minds of children since they are two sides of the same 
coin. The phonies applied to spelling are always applicable to reading, 
even though the reverse is not always true. Accordingly, the phonics 
learned in spelling lessons must be part and parcel of phonics learned 
earlier in the reading lessons, and attention should be drawn to 
spelling principles as they occur in words encountered in reading or 
other school subjects. 


SOME USEFUi SPELLING GENERALIZATIONS 


Some generalizations about spelling that can be profitably employed 

in teaching and learning how to spell are listed here for your conve- 

nience. Note that No. 9 is more applicable to reading than to spelling, 
but it does provide a convenient way of looking at words that are 
similarly constructed. 

1. When a suffix beginning with a vowel is added to a one-syllable 
word that ends in a single consonant preceded by a single vowel, 
the final consonant is usually doubled, e.g., swim, swimming, 
swimmer; big, bigger, biggest. 

2. When a suffix beginning with a vowel is added to a word that ends 
with silent e, the e is usually dropped, e.g., have, having; close, 
closing; closer, closest. 

3. Whenes or ed is added to a word that ends with y preceded by a 
consonant, the y usually changes to/, e.g.,dry, dries, dried; cherry, 
cherries. 
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4. 


When a word ends in y preceded by a vowel, usually there is no 
change in the y when the suffix ed or s is added, e.g., employ, 
employed; monkey, monkeys. (Important exceptions are say, 
said; pay, paid; lay, laid.) 


. When ng is added to a word ending in y, there is no change in the 


base word, regardless of the preceding letter, e.g., dry, drying; 
pay, paying; employ, employing. 


. The syllable sounded as shun is usually, but not always, spelled 


tion when it comes at the end of a word, e.g., addition, population. 


. The sound of 7 is often spelled g when followed by a soft vowel €, 


i, y),e.g., danger, engine, energy. (Exceptions: jet, jelly, jewellery, 
etc.) When the sound occurs at the end of a word it is almost 
always spelled either ge or dge, e.g., allege, judge. 


. When longa is the last sound in a word or base word, it is usually 


spelled ay, e.g., play, playing. (Some exceptions: weigh, they, 
sometimes grey.) 


. Less useful for writing than for reading are the following general- 


izations: 

(a) When a long vowel sound occurs in a single-syllable word that 
ends with a consonant sound, a silent e is often used at the end of 
the word to indicate the long internal vowel, e.g., male, here, rode, 
ride. 

(b) When a long vowel sound occurs in a single-syllable word that 
ends with a consonant sound, the letter that names the vowel 
sound comes first and is often followed by another, silent vowel, 
e.g., mail, hear, road. 


These generalizations are obviously limited in their value as aids to 
spelling, but they serve a useful purpose as guides for grouping 
words into categories. This kind of grouping makes the words easier 
to remember and reproduce and is used for this purpose in the text. 


CRITERIA FOR THE GROUPING OF WORDS IN THE 
SPELLING LISTS 


ky 


Phonetic similarities were used wherever possible and analogies 
drawn among words of similar phonetic patterns. 
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2. The structure of words was taken into account — base words, 
suffixes, prefixes, the elements of compound words, gradation, 
and inflection. 

3. To some degree the origin of words was considered. 

4. The relationship of words to a common theme provided a useful 
context into which to fit words. Several units use the thematic 
approach. The other criteria, however, were also applied so that 
words might be taught and studied from various points or 9+. 

5. The basic word list has been expanded by presenting intiected 
forms of the basic words (break, breaks, breaking, broke); and by 
having pupils form words by adding prefixes and suffixes, com- 
pounding words, substituting initial and final consonants, ete. 
violin, violinist; popular, unpopular: exports. ports, transpor- 
tation, etc.; serve, nerve, swerve, etc.); and by introducing rhymes, 
synonyms, and antonyms. 


TEACHING THE WORDS AND DOING THE 
EXERCISES 


Both the exercises for pupils and the suggestions for teachers are 
based on the principles that (1) the words in the spelling list should be 
used by children, and therefore should be presented to them in as 
many different contexts as possible, and that (2) attention should be 
drawn to the spelling of words in as many different ways as possible. 
Almost every exercise is designed to have pupils write the words ina 
situation that forces the writers to look at and think about the 
spelling. 

It 1s not intended that every child do every exercise, even of the 
basic text. You, the teacher, and the needs of your pupils, must decide 
which exercises in any given unit are useful to whom. Some form of 
flexible grouping of pupils for the learning of spelling is implicit in the 
organization of this spelling series, with suggested materials for 
average, below-average, and good spellers. All these materials must 
from time to time be supplemented with extra materials that you 
provide for individuals or groups to give practice or enrichment as 
required. 
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Nor is it necessary that the units be taught exactly in the order in 
which they appear in the text. (If the order is altered radically, 
however, be careful that the word lists and exercises of the review 
units reflect the changed order in which the words are presented.) 
The spelling of words should be taught as nearly as possible at the 
times when they are most useful to the learners. The spelling gener- 
alizations should always be related to parallel generalizations as they 
appear in the reading program, and exercises in writing should 
become part of the language arts program, or the social studies 
program, or whatever aspect of the school curriculum that seems 
appropriate. 

Spelling requires special time set aside for its study, but it should 
also be an intrinsic part of the total language arts program and of 
every school subject that requires children to write. Fifteen minutes 
a day for a formal spelling lesson is generally ample; a greater period 
of time may well produce negative results. 

Extra exercises are provided in the review units of the text and, 
for all other units, in this handbook. “Extra Help” material is 
designed to meet the needs of children who require extra practice 
and considerable re-teaching. It does not pretend to be exhaustive 
and for some of your pupils it will need to be supplemented with 
materials you prepare specifically for them. “For Good Spellers” is 
intended to enrich and challenge. It goes well beyond the formal 
spelling program. Depending on how you wish to use it, it can develop 
vocabulary, open new avenues for the exploration of language, and 
lead to interesting activities in related subject fields. Children should 
never feel that it is merely busy-work, a poor reward for being able to 
spell! A few of the exercises may be used by average spellers, but 
many of them are planned to challenge not only good spellers but 
children of better-than-average reading ability and general intelli- 
gence. Such students may and indeed should be excused from much of 
the teaching of the regular spelling lessons as well as from re- 
teaching and practice. The exercises in “For Good Spellers” should be 
assigned to them to maintain their interest in spelling and in language 
generally, and to broaden their horizons. 

Note: The italicized words in the extra exercises appear in boldface 
type on the duplicating masters, hence the references in this hand- 
book to words “in heavy type”. 
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DICTATING AND RE-TEACHING 


The surest way to insure mastery in spelling individual words out of 
context is to pre-test by dictating the list of words, re-teach the 
words that have been misspelled, provide practice in spelling the 
words, and then re-test, over and over again, until the pupils know the 
words and can remember them. This procedure, however, can 
become deadly dull and kill any interest children may have in learning 
to spell correctly. Use whatever methods you can devise, therefore, 
in addition to those suggested in this handbook and in the text, to 
focus attention on the order of the letters in the assigned spelling 
words. Vary your approach when you re-teach. Involve children as 
much as possible in planning the exercises, games, and methods of 
testing. 

Pupils should be encouraged to check their own spelling papers, 
but you too should check them, as poor spellers frequently do not 
notice their own errors, and a fellow pupil who checks the paper may 
have the same disability. Moreover, your checking enables you to 
discover what kinds of spelling errors your pupils are making, and to 
teach to remove those errors. 

Be sure that pupils who have made errors write the words cor- 
rectly after having gone through the study steps. It is sometimes 
useful as well as time-conserving to have pupils make their correc- 
tions on the chalkboard where you can see instantly whether they are 
spelling correctly and what kinds of errors they are making. You can 
also nip errors in the bud. Some words of caution: Do not embarrass 
poor spellers by constantly asking them to display their weaknesses 
before the class, and do not require pupils to write words ten or 
twenty times — such writing becomes mindless, monotonous 
drudgery from which little learning is derived. 

The review units —every sixth unit and the last — provide oppor- 
tunities for systematic review. To the words of these units should be 
added other words that your pupils have found hard to spell. You may 
also wish to regroup your pupils on the basis of the review tests. 
There are children who will do very well in individual spelling les- 
sons, and will seem to have mastered the spelling of all the words, but 
whose retention is poor. When faced with a review test, they floun- 
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der. You may want to give these pupils special attention during the 
following weeks. 

Although total mastery is your goal, you must be realistic enough 
to know that in some classes that is close to impossible. You may have 
a small group of pupils for whom you will set a more limited standard 
of achievement — mastery of the most commonly misspelled words, 
or mastery of the basic literacy vocabulary (see back of handbook). 
Give these children the praise and encouragement they must have in 
order to achieve even this limited success. 


GAMES AND PUZZLES 


Throughout the pupils’ text there are suggestions for games and 
puzzles. These are not intended to take the place of formal teaching, 
study, or practice, but they do have value in providing motivation, 
variety, and some excitement. Although some competitive games are 
listed, many games should not be competitive in nature. All children, 
even the poorest of spellers, should be able to experience success and 
should be given opportunities to do puzzles, answer riddles, and make 
up games to the best of their ability. 


RELAYS AND TEAM COMPETITIONS 


Most of the games under this heading can be varied in many ways to 
suit the ability and needs of your class. You and the pupils can make 
rules to suit yourselves. 

1. Divide the class into teams of equal size and approximately equal 
spelling ability. Pronounce a word. Have the leader of each team 
write the first letter of the word on the chalkboard. The leader 
then runs to the second member of the team and hands over the 
chalk. The second team member writes the second letter, and so 
on until the word is completed. The first team to complete the 
word correctly is the winner. If the game continues, the winning 
team is given a point and the game is over as soon as one team 
reaches five or ten points. 
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. The syllables of multi-syllable words in the word list are written 
on pieces of paper which are then shaken up in a box. Team 
members come up in turn and draw a slip with a syllable on it, and 
then write on the chalkboard the word of which the syllable is 
part. The team that writes the most words correctly in the short- 
est time is the winner. 

A variation of this game is to have the same syllables in two, 
three, or four boxes, depending on the number of teams. The game 
is speeded up and the competition livelier in this version. 

. Divide the class into five or six equal teams. Give each child in each 
team a number. Have the One’s go to the chalkboard and write 
three words that you dictate. Correct the spelling and tally the 
number correct for each team. Repeat until all the children have 
written and corrected three words each. The team that has the 
most correct words wins. 

. Write on the chalkboard lists of identical words, arranged in 
different order, each with a missing letter. Team members run to 
the board, write the missing letter in the first word, and pass the 
chalk to the next team member, until the list has been completed. 
The winning team is the first to complete its list. Note: Accept any 
letter that makes a word, whether the word is in the word list or 
not. 

A variation of this game is to omit all of the vowels from the 
words, so that principal, for example, appears as prncpl. 

. Divide the class into teams of approximately equal spelling ability. 
Give instructions such as, “Write a word that spells the sound /f/ 
with the letters gh.” “Write the word that means your aunt’s 
daughter.” “What word is the contraction for they are?” Everyone 
writes the word, but only the answer of the team member whose 
turn it is in the relay is counted for points. A variation is to give 
five points for each word, and to deduct a point if the original team 
member misspells it, and so on down the team, with the next in line 
being called upon to spell the word that has been missed for a 
value that is one point less. 

. You, or team leaders taking turns, set tasks like these: “I am 
thinking of words that begin withstr. Write as many words as you 
can that begin with str in six seconds.” “I am thinking of two 
rhyming words that end with the sounds ake but spell the sounds 
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differently (e.g., cake, ache).” “Write three words that spell the 
sound of long e differently (e.g., week, weak, niece, receive).” 
Points are given for quickness and correctness of spelling. 

7. A variation of the spelling match, and one that does not eliminate 
the poor speller who really needs the practice, is to have the 
spelling begin at the ends of the lines. The person who spells a 
word correctly moves to the head of the line. When the original 
first person has reached the end of the line, that person’s team is 
the winner. 

You and your pupils can make up relay or team games that provide 

spelling practice and fun at the same time. Be sure that the games do 

not always put the poor spellers at a disadvantage as the old-time 
spelling match did. Give everyone a chance to win at something. 


BINGO! SPELLO! 


You can devise for your class various versions of Word Bingo or 

Spello. Some possibilities are suggested here. 

1. Every child makes his or her own bingo card either from the word 
list or from a class list of “hard words”. The children are encour- 
aged to work together so that the cards are all different, i.e., the 
words are arranged in different order on each card, and some of 
the words differ from card to card. As the caller calls, “Under the 
O, theft,” the child who has theft under the O writes the word ona 
slip of paper and covers the word on his or her card with a bingo 
disc. The first pupil to cover a row is the winner. The reward is to 
become the caller for the next game. 

2. Instead of writing the words on the bingo cards, children write 
only the initial letters of the words. When a word is called, pupils 
write it on a slip of paper and cover the initial with a bingo disc. 
The first to complete a row is the winner. 

3. The bingo cards have only the consonants of the words. The game 
is played as described in (a) and (b) above. 

4. Bingo or Spello cards have the letters of different words from the 
spelling list across the top, for example, chest, plank, tramp, drill. 
As the caller calls out words from the list, children write on a slip 
of paper the words that begin with the letters at the top of their 
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cards and cover the appropriate letter on their cards. The child 
who covers the word on his or her ecard first is the winner. 


PARTNERS 


Many games can be played by two children and are excellent for using 
in an entertaining and profitable way the time between assignments, 
when children have finished allotted tasks. 

1. A form of Tic-Tac-Toe can be played with words instead of X’s 
and O’s. The aim is to get a row — vertically, diagonally, or 
horizontally — of words with similar characteristics, e.g., ending 
with /e or el; having long a spelled ay or ai; beginning with the 
prefix ad or pro. See the illustration. 










bicycle | possible 





barrel 


handle 





2. The partners make up their own games. At the top of the page 
they print their own names or any other word that will give 
reasonable results. (Experience will teach them which words are 
easier and which harder to use as initial letters of new words in 
special categories.) Down the side the players print categories of 
subjects. The squares are to be filled with specific examples of the 
general categories, with the added complication that the specific 
item must begin with the letter at the head of the column. No word 
may be used more than once. The partner filling in the larger 
number of squares is the winner. See the illustration. 


[Seeder eH 
that moves 

0 ee a 
ee 


3. Hangman is a very old spelling game. Children take turns being 
the questioner and the respondent. One child thinks of a word and 
on the board or a piece of paper draws a line of dashes equivalent 
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to the number of letters in the word he or she has in mind. The 
other child guesses what letters are in the word. For every incor- 
rect letter guessed, a part of the body is added to make a person 
hanging on a gibbet. If the concept is distasteful, use some other 
drawing, e.g., draw a rat or a pig, or tear down a house. 

4. Child A writes or spells a word aloud. Child B has to write or spell 
aloud a word that begins with the letter that ends Child A’s word, 
and so the game continues. It may be played with two or more 
children, but interest lags if too many are involved in any one 
game. (Example: long, guess, start, tame, energy, yes, etc.) 

5. Pick a reasonably long word or a small group of short words. Let 
partners compete to see how many words they can form by using 
the letters of the given word(s) within a set time. 

6. Build a Pyramid —from the top down. Child A starts with/ orA, 
each of which is a word in itself. Child B adds a letter to make 
another word, for example, 7n. The children alternate in adding a 
letter, making sure that the new set of letters is arranged to form 
a word. Examples: 


A I 
at in 
tea sin 
tear Spin 
earth Dias 
hearty prints 
earthly sprints 
heartily 


This game is also good for individuals. It can be expanded 
endlessly by using a two- or three-letter word as a starter. 


CLASS OR INDIVIDUAL GAMES AND PUZZLES 


The suggestions are for non-competitive activities that can involve 
the whole class or can be done by individual pupils. 
1. Balloons for Sale (Sail). As children supply homonyms, write 
them in balloons drawn on a large sheet of paper or on the 
chalkboard, or have children make their own balloons on paper. 
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The balloons are for sale at so many points per homonym, so that 
a balloon that holds three or four homonyms is worth more than a 
balloon that holds only two. All the balloons are “sold” when fifty 
cents or a dollar or whatever price has been set is reached. 

2. The class is shown, briefly, several objects or pictures of objects 
and pupils are asked to write —and spell correctly, of course — 
the names of as many objects as they can remember. 

3. Children write sentences in which every word, except articles, 
prepositions, conjunctions, and auxiliary verbs, begins with the 
same consonant, e.g., Bill’s brother Ben brought breaded beef and 
boiled beets to Brenda’s barbecue. 

4. Pupils make up acrostics based on the letters of words in the 
spelling list. The words of the acrostic should bear some relation- 
ship to the word on which the acrostic is based, e.g., shade: sun, 
heat, afternoon, dark, evening. Some pupils can make up acros- 
tics in verse form. 

5. Mystery Words. The mystery word is made up of the circled 
letters, which will have to be rearranged. Example: 

Clue to Mystery Word: Watch out for me on Hallowe’en! (ghost) 
Clues 


enjoyable ee oe (pleasant) 
kindof sleds we othe hs. Q- (toboggan) 
Pe Soe Se, ane aie. ie Se (subtract) 
digger aoe Ac (shovel) 
bellowed Oh ae (shouted) 


6. Magic Changes. Challenge pupils to change tears to smile, dog to 
cat, wool to coat, flour to bread, more to less, lose to find, 
changing only one letter at a time. They can make up their own 
magie changes after doing a few of these. Example: 

tears 
sears 
stars 
stare 
stale 
stile 

smile 


7. Cryptograms are easier to make than to solve. In the following 
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10. 


example, every letter stands for a different letter of the 
alphabet, but in order; i.e., A stands for G,Z for F. 

XICHA JOTTFYM CM GILY ZOH NBUH MNOXSCHA 
MJY FFCHA. 

(Doing puzzles is more fun than studying spelling.) 

Drop a Letter. This game is the reverse of Build a Pyramid. 
Begin with a word and drop a letter in each step, rearranging 
letters if necessary, and always making a complete word. 


Examples: 
danger shovel 
range shove 
rang hove 
ran hoe 
an ho! 
a O! 


Try the game with the following words, and look for others in the 
spelling list and elsewhere: escape, witch, route, paints, thanks. 
Anagrams. The words tour and rout are anagrams — they are 
spelled with the same letters arranged in a different order. It is 
interesting to make anagrams that are either similar in meaning 
or humorous when used together, e.g., a towr could become a 
rout! Anagrams may be phrases and whole sentences as well as 
single words. For example, the letters of roast turkey also spell 
try our steak. Try the following: an anagram for no more stars 
that means those people who study the stars; the name of a 
famous European city from / spar; an adjective from the verb 
agree; a Student from a word that means dwarfed. (astronomers, 
Paris, eager, student from stunted) Pupils should be encouraged 
to look for their own anagrams. This game, as it becomes more 
difficult, should be reserved for good spellers. Another version 
of the anagram is included in the suggestions for good spellers in 
Unit 14 of the text: a clue is given for a pair of words using the 
same letters, e.g., quiet shellfish —calm clam; shatter stopper — 
break brake. 

Stymy-Rhymies. Most children enjoy rhymes. Pupils might try 
to solve these rhyme-puzzles, and make up definitions and 
rhymes of their own: brave female —game dame; sorrowful boy 
— sad lad; ordinary wheat — plain grain. 
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MAKING DESIGNS 


All pupils, whether or not they are good spellers, can make designs of 

words. Some suggestions appear in the text and handbook exercises. 

Here are a few more. 

1. Fold asheet of paper in half lengthwise. With water colour, on the 
wet paper with a wet brush, paint a word in print or script on the 

upper side of the fold. Refold the paper and rub along the side on 

which the word has been painted to get a Rorschach-effect design 
which may then be decorated with paint, crayon, or felt pen. 
Another method is to write or print the word with a soft pencil or 
crayon and rub the folded paper to get a mirror image. The 
resulting design can then be decorated according to the imagina- 
tion of the young artist. 

2. Make wallpaper or wrapping-paper designs, using different letter 
shapes and styles, and pairs or groups of related words, for either 
a comic or an aesthetic effect. 

3. Make posters based on the themes of various units, e.g., music, 
travel, space, word origins. 

4. Make letter cut-outs or tear-outs to create a bulletin-board 
display relating to the theme of a unit being studied, or on the 
subject of spelling or related subjects. 
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TESTS 


PRE-TEST 


You may want to give this pre-test to screen and group pupils 
tentatively at the beginning of the spelling program. It consists of 
forty words, one from each unit in the pupils’ text. Pupils who rank 
high on the pre-test will require little teaching of the words allotted 
to this level, but they will still benefit from discussion of spelling 
generalizations, homonyms, word origins, and the material provided 
for enrichment purposes in the sections “For Good Spellers”. Chil- 
dren who have few skills in spelling, or who have for some reason 
developed a mental block against the learning of spelling, will be 
unable to spell many of the words in the pre-test and will require all 
the help you can give them throughout the spelling program. They 
will have to move more slowly and they will need more encourage- 
ment and individual attention. 

It is advisable to break the pre-test into at least two sections for 
dictation. In fact, you may find that dictating only ten or fifteen of the 
words will provide you with the information you need, especially if 
you see that most of your pupils are unable to handle the first few 
words you dictate. 

The findings of a first screening should be re-examined regularly, 
indeed during the teaching of every unit of spelling. Children should 
be constantly regrouped for the teaching of specific spelling 
principles or the overcoming of specific difficulties. 

In dictating the words, pronounce the word to be written clearly 
and distinctly but without distortion. Then read the sentence, placing 
a slight emphasis on the word to be written. Finally, repeat the word. 
Give children time enough to write so that they do not feel under 
pressure. When you have finished dictating, you may want to read 
the words again quickly, without the sentences, so that children who 
have missed a word or wish to make a correction are able to do so. 

For best results the test should be given in a pleasant, accepting 
atmosphere. The situation is not a competitive one, and no child 
should be penalized for not “doing well”. 
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Put the book on the shelf. 

ll have a baked potato. 

Everyone laughed at his joke. 
Yesterday I went to a surprise party. 
Canadian wheat is of good quality. 
The school nurse sent Jim home. 
Have you ever had measles? 

Have you ever been scared? 

Jane’s illness was not serious. 

Most of a car body is made of steel. 
He meets friends wherever he goes. 
Do you like ghost stories? 

Some mathematics problems are interesting. 


. John was the eighth person in line. 


Would you like a pece of coloured chalk? 
The teams were sitting on their benches. 
I owe her a dollar. 

My father is driving the tractor. 

We have finally finished our work. 


.. My uncle buz/t a tree house for the children. 


She is sewing beads on her T-shirt. 

The magician made the rabbit disappear. 

What is your favourite sport? 

She thinks it’s bad luck to break a mirror. 

The stories were written by native people. 

Farming and mining are two important Canadian occupations. 
At the movies we sat in the ninth row from the front. 

The girl wanted neither cake nor pie. (Note optional pronuncia- 
tion.) 

We are usually on time. 

My mother will probably be able to come with us. 

Have you ever had to stay in a hospital? 

My grandfather is seventy-five years old. 

The boy was disappointed that he could not visit his friend. 
Is there a hammer in the tool box? 

There are several right answers to this puzzle. 

How did the accident happen? 

How long is it s¢nce you visited your friend? 

The car has a six-cylinder engine. 
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39. I won't go unless you do. 
40. Myr. Jones is a stock-car racer. 


POST-TEST 


The post-test also consists of forty words, one from each unit. You 
may use it, if you wish, at the end of the program and compare the 
results for individuals and the class with the results of the pre-test. 
This will enable you to assess pupils’ progress, let them see the 
progress they have made, and evaluate your own teaching. 

As with the pre-test, it may be advisable to dictate the test in 
segments of ten to twenty words each, instead of as a whole. Do not 
use the test at all if you have the information you need as a result of 
dictating the words in Unit 40, among which are the most commonly 
misspelled words appearing for the first time at level 5, as well as 
other words that create spelling problems. 

It is impossible to overemphasize the importance of the test being 
given in a pleasant and relaxed atmosphere, free of stress and fear. 


1. The meeting was open to the pudlic. 
2. Which of these is your favourite magazine? 
3. The group is acting a scene from the play. 
4. I have forgotten the name of the book I just read. 
5. It was a pleasure to meet so many friends at the party. 
6. Do you like the taste of chocolate? 
7. We had fresh peaches for dessert. 
8. We wondered where the awf/ noise came from. 
9. A cough often goes with a cold. 
10. Which team are you going to cheer for? 
11. Our new house has a f’replace. 
12. When do you suppose the weather will change? 
13. It is important to understand mathematics. 
14. The machinery was shipped by freight. 
15. The television program was very interesting. 
16. The secretary keeps the minutes of a meeting. 
17. At what time had they begun writing the test? 
18. Be sure to divide the pie evenly. 
19. What might come in throwgh an open window? 
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The cabin was in a /onely clearing in the woods. 
The coat had a fur collar. 
Is someone at home to receive the parcel? 


. My mother’s nephew is my cousin. 


The two dogs fought for the bone. 
Jan and Joe said they’re coming to the party. 


. They crossed the Atlantic on a raft. 


Do you have a better idea? 
Don’t worry about me; Ill be all right. 
I will try to answer your question. 


. A hundred is ten more than ninety. 


The bicycle was lying on the ground. 

December is the twelfth month of the year. 

The principal has an office in the school. 

The woman is wearing a knitted dress and jacket. 
Greg has a good collection of model airplanes. 
We all laughed at the joke. 


. Have you ever tasted buffalo meat? 


The birchbark canoe is light and fast. 
What planet is closest to the sun? 
Two separate paths led to the haunted house. 
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UNIT 1 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


The word alphabet denotes a series of letters used in writing a 
language. The word is derived from the first two letters of the Greek 
alphabet, alpha and beta, meaning A and B. 

Our system of writing is based on the Roman alphabet, which was 
developed from the Greek alphabet, which was based on an early 
Semitic alphabet. The Romans changed the twenty-four-letter Greek 
alphabet to a twenty-three-letter one. Capital letters were used for 
hundreds of years until scribes developed small letters to save space 
when copying books. 

Western European countries adopted the Roman alphabet but 
made several changes—TI/ becamez and/, V became w, v, and w. The 
English alphabet does not have a distinctive letter for every sound, or 
accent marks to show changes in the sounds of letters. 

Interested pupils may be sent to the library to find books about the 
alphabet and encouraged to make classroom charts showing the 
development of letter forms through history. If there are children in 
the class who are familiar with the Hebrew, Cyrillic, or Old German 
alphabets, they might explain to other members of the class what the 
differences are between these and the English alphabet. 

_ Dictate the words in the list before teaching them. You may find 
that with most of your pupils you will have to teach only a few of the 
words. Note that all the vowels are short; draw attention to the 
consonant blends and the double consonants. The two-syllable words, 
canal and public, can be used to refresh memories about syllables and 
about the relationship between sound and spelling in many simple 
words. 

Re-establish the use of the study steps in this first unit, and refer to 
them as you teach and re-teach the words. Also institute personal 
word lists as suggested in the pupils’ text. 

The exercises are vehicles for teaching the words. Only rarely 
should pupils be assigned the exercises without previous discussion 
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of them. Make sure that everyone understands the directions and 
knows how to do the assignments. Pupils should correct their own 
work, but it is also your responsibility to check the corrections and to 
see that children understand where the errors occurred and what to 
do about them. Where exercises prove too difficult, they should 
be either modified or omitted. 

Re-teach only those words that have been misspelled and, if possi- 
ble, only to those children who have misspelled them. Try to use a 
different approach—if you have stressed form in the original presen- 
tation, re-teach from the point of view of meaning and context as well. 
Concentrate on those parts of the words where errors occurred. 
Dictate and re-dictate the words that caused difficulty, letting chil- 
dren compete not against one another but against their own previous 
scores. Enliven the drill with word games, relays, etc., allowing the 
children to choose games they want to play. Use the “Extra Help” 
exercises for pupils who need extra practice. 

Finally, dictate all the words in the unit to ad/ pupils. Good spellers 
enjoy the sense of achievement derived from being able to spell well. 


Most commonly misspelled word appearing for the first time: led. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. (b) to find a name ina telephone directory, a word in a dictionary, 

an item in an encyclopedia, etc. 

(a) short a: tank, canal, plank, tramp; e: bent, chest, melt, yell, led, 

shelf, theft; 7: list, drill, public, print; 0: moss; w: such, dust, public; 

public, two different short vowels 

3. (b) nt, st, st, It, pl, nk, nk, dr, tr, mp, pr, nt, st, ft, If; (@) plank, drill, 
tramp, print; (d) bent, dust, list, melt, plank, tank, tramp, print, 
chest, theft, shelf; (e) shelf, theft 

4. (a) tank, plank; (b) canal, public; (c) list, chest, dust; (d) drill, yell, 
moss 

5. (a) lad, drill, plank, canal; (b) bent, chest, dust, led, list, melt, moss, 
print, public, shelf, such, tank, theft, tramp, yell 

6. (a) tramp; (b) public; (c) canal; (d) tank 


bo 
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1. (a) Which words in the list appear in the a to m part of the 
alphabet? Write them in the order in which they appear in the 
list. Then rearrange them in alphabetical order. (bent, canal, 
chest, drill, dust, led, list, melt, moss) 

(bo) Which words in the list appear in the n to z part of the 
alphabet? List them and then rearrange them as you did the 
words in (a). (plank, print, public, shelf, such, tank, theft, 
tramp, yell) 

2. Which words in the list ... ? 

(a) end with the consonant blends st, nt, rk (ist, chest, dust; bent, 
print; tank, plank) 

(b) begin with a consonant + h (chest, shelf, theft) 

(c) have the letter f as part of a consonant blend (shelf, theft) 

3. (a) Write public after the number of any of these buildings that 
are used by many people: (i) a library, (ii) a swimming pool, (iii) 
a department store, (iv) a barn. (i, ii, iii) 

(b) Write Canal with any of these that are canals: Atlantic, 
Welland, Panama, Suez. (Welland, Panama, Suez) 

4. (a) Complete this table: 


drill drills drilled drilling 
tramp 

dust 

melt 

print 


(tramps, tramped, tramping; dusts, dusted, dusting; melts, 
melted, melting; prints, printed, printing) 
(b) Write the plural forms of: shelf, tank, chest, list, yell, plank. 
(shelves, tanks, chests, lists, yells, planks) 
5. (a) Which words in the list rhyme with much, bed, rent, toss? 
(such, led, bent, moss) 
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(b) Which words in the list mean: make many copies of, the act of 
stealing, walk heavily, shriek? (print, theft, tramp, yell) 


FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


1. (a) The shin is part of the leg. Name three other parts of the leg. 
(toe, heel, foot, ankle, calf, knee, thigh, etc.) 

(b) In what way could the words plank and shelf be related in 
meaning? (Both could be boards; a plank could be used as a 
shelf; accept reasonable answers.) 

2. (a) Which words in the list can be used either as verbs or nouns? 
Pick three of them and make up sentences to show both uses. 
(list, dust, drill, tramp, yell, print, bump; also bent in the sense 
of inclination, but do not expect this meaning) 

(b) Explain what /ist means in this sentence: The ship has a list to 
starboard. (leans) 

3. (a) In an encyclopedia find three facts about moss, and write a 
short paragraph including these facts. 

(b) Without using a rhyming dictionary, list as many words as you 
ean that end withank. Choose one of these words and make up 
a rhyme or a joke about it. (bank, blank, clank, crank, dank, 
drank, flank, frank, hank, lank, plank, prank, rank, sank, shank, 
stank, tank, thank, yank) 

4. (a) Tramp can be a synonym of walk. List other words you know 
that could be used in a sentence instead of walk. Check your 
list with a dictionary of synonyms or a thesaurus. (creep, 
hobble, limp, plod, ramble, stroll, trudge, etc.) 

(b) A canal is a man-made narrow passage of water connecting 
two larger bodies of water. What is a natural narrow passage 
of water called? Use a map to help you find and name at least 
three such passages. (strait; Hudson, Belle Isle, Georgia, Juan 
de Fuca, etc.) 

5. Find and read books or articles about the alphabet and its origins. 
Prepare a chart for the classroom, showing the development of 
the first few letters of the alphabet. 
or 
Find and bring to class samples of several different kinds of 
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alphabets, and be prepared to tell in what parts of the world they 
were or are being used. 


UNIT 2 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


Few children of ten or eleven know anything of the history of the 
English language, but many of them are interested in its words and 
where they came from. 

The Celtic people who lived in Britain before the Roman conquest 
left very slight traces of their language except in place names. 
Although Latin was the language of the Roman conquerors for nearly 
four hundred years, only a few words of their language survived 
when they withdrew —again, largely in place names. The next waves 
of invaders were Germanic peoples who spoke related Germanic 
dialects. From their languages modern English is largely derived, 
although it has been influenced strongly by the course of history. 
This Old English, spoken by King Alfred, produced a literature that 
still exists. The Normans, themselves originally a Germanic tribe, 
brought French with them when they conquered England in 1066; 
French was the language of the court and the nobles, while English 
remained the language of the common people. By the middle of the 
fourteenth century English had won the day, although the Norman 
French influence remained strong and is evident in the English we 
still speak and write. 

In addition to these two strong components of Modern English — 
Old English and Norman French—there are the thousands of words 
that English has borrowed from almost every language of the world. 
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The people of the British Isles were sailors, explorers, merchants. 
Wherever they went they borrowed words to name the new prod- 
ucts, foods, and situations they encountered. Latin and Greek bor- 
rowing continues to this day, so that comparatively new words like 
photograph, automobile, and television have Greek and Latin roots. 

The words in this unit illustrate the variety and cosmopolitan 
nature of the English vocabulary. Their derivations are included for 
interest — there is no intention that all children learn them, or that 
any memorize them. How much use you make of them will depend on 
the nature and the interest of your class. 

Many of the words in the list are difficult to spell. In your dictation 
of the words prior to teaching them, make careful note of where 
difficulties occur, and stress those points in your presentation. In 
teaching chocolate, for example, have children circle or in some other 
way indicate the sounded vowels. A common error is to add a finale to 
potato and tomato; establish the singular forms of these words before 
presenting the plurals. Note that honour may be spelled with or 
without the w; honour is more common in Canada, although many 
publishers and newspapers are now using the form honor. In kinder- 
garten there is a tendency to use (and pronounce) d instead of ft, 
because of English garden. Have children watch for the double 
letters in coffee and cabbage. (In your teaching of cabbage you may 
want to tell your pupils that in French mon petit chou, meaning my 
little cabbage, isa common term of endearment in talking to children.) 
Draw attention tog witha hard sound in magazine and a soft sound in 
cabbage, the following e softening the sound of the written g. The 7 
with the sound of long e in magazine should also be noted; some 
children will be able to compare it with a similar spelling in machine. 

After the words have been taught and the exercises completed, 
dictate the words, in context, once more. Excuse from further study 
those pupils who have spelled all the words correctly, and let them do 
the exercises for good spellers. In re-teaching, concentrate on the 
specific errors that have been made. Remind pupils to make use of the 
study steps, and assign them all or parts of the “Extra Help” mate- 
rial. Have pupils continue to list words they have misspelled so that 
they can study them over a period of time. Keep a similar list for 
yourself and repeat difficult words in later units of study. 
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bo 


. (a) foolish, exit, cabbage, eraser, honour; (b) potato, tomato, and 


plurals; chocolate; (c) boss; (d) foolish 

(a) shade, shadow, shed; (b) potato, tomato; (c) chocolate, maga- 
zine, cabbage, shade 

(a) potato, tomato, piano; (b) honour; (c) coffee; (d) kindergarten, 
eraser 


. (a) chocolate, potato, potatoes, tomato, tomatoes, magazine, piano, 


eraser; (b) honour, cabbage, chocolate, magazine, foolish; (c) choco- 
late, coffee, cabbage 

(a) shed; (b) magazine; (c) hot chocolate, coffee; (d) cabbage, 
potatoes; accept tomatoes, actually a fruit; (e) exit 

(b) pianos; no e 

Make sure that stories are proofread; have children in groups of 
four or five read their stories to one another. The whole exercise 
can be completed in a few minutes. 


EXTRA HELP 


1. Find in the list and write the word or words that 


7a 


3. 


4. 


(a) have the prefix ex. (exit) 

(b) have double letters. (boss, coffee, foolish, cabbage) 

(c) begin with sh. (shed, shade, shadow) 

Some Word Puzzles and Riddles 

(a) Which word could you use with cake, candy, and ice cream? 
(chocolate or coffee) 

(b) What hot drink is popular with grown-ups? (chocolate or 
coffee) 

(c) What has black and white keys but cannot open any locks? 
(piano) 

(d) What have toes but no feet? (potatoes, tomatoes) 

Which word ... ? 

(a) has z in it (magazine) (b) ends with ate (chocolate) 

(c) ends with ev (eraser) (d) begins with & (kindergarten) 

(e) has 7 with the sound of long e (magazine) 

In which words do you see the following words? Write the whole 
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word and draw a box around the word you see in it. 

pot no fee cab it late to (potato, potatoes; piano; coffee; cab- 

bage; exit; chocolate; potato, potatoes, tomato, tomatoes) 

Mathematical Spelling 

Write the question and its answer. 

(a) cabin — in + bage = (cabbage) 

(b) tomahawk — hawk + toes = (tomatoes) 

(c) magnet — net + azine = (magazine) 

(d) shade — e + ow = (shadow) 

Who Am I? 

(a) My first syllable means a taxi. (cabbage) 

(b) Take away my last letter and I mean to rub out. (eraser) 

(c) Change my second letter to/ and use me to slide down a snowy 
hill. (shed) 

(d) My last four letters spell the opposite of early. (chocolate) 


FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


r 


3. 


(a) Howmany words can you think of and write that, like fool, end 
with ool? (cool, drool, pool, school, spool, stool, tool, wool) 

(b) Write cocoa, and name two or three things in which cocoa is 
used. (cooking and baking, making drinks; or cake, candies, 
drinks, icing, etc.) 

(c) Write banana and three other fruits the peel of which is not 
usually eaten. (orange, grapefruit, cantaloupe, etc.) 


. (a) Kindergarten is one section of school. Name other sections in 


the order in which you might attend them. (grades, levels, 
years; nursery, primary, elementary or middle school, junior 
high, senior high, or whatever segments of the school system 
are used in your area) 

(b) List other foods that you might eat at a meal at which 
tomatoes and potatoes are both served. (Accept reasonable 
answers. ) 

(a) What kinds of things might you find in a magazine? (stories, 
puzzles, cartoons, pictures, jokes, advertisements, etc.) 

(b) What other words might you use in place of boss? (employer, 
leader, supervisor, etc.) 
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(c) What other vegetables, like cabbages, are often called 
“heads”? (lettuce, cauliflower) 

4. In a dictionary that shows word origins, or in a book of word 
origins, find from what language or part of the world these words 
were borrowed: squirrel, moose, banana. (squirrel: from Greek 
skiouros from skia, meaning shadow, and ouwra, meaning tai, 
hence squirrel —shadow tail; moose: from Canadian Indian moos, 
meaning he strips off the bark; banana: from Spanish or Portu- 
guese, originally credited to a native African language) 


UNIT 3 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


This unit reviews what should now be the familiar principle of the 
effect of a final silent e on the preceding vowel. By this stage in their 
spelling development many pupils will have discovered the fallibility 
of this principle as a spelling rule. For example, if the word sale were 
dictated out of context it could correctly be spelled either sale or sazl. 
The principle does, however, operate for all the words in the list for a 
specific set of meanings; do not introduce homonyms unless a ae 
raises the point. 

Have pupils notice the prefix a in awoke and alone. Have them 
recall or think of other words with this prefix, e.g., awake, aside, 
abound, arise, especially if your group can benefit from vocabulary 
enrichment of this kind and has few spelling problems. 

Many of the words in the list can be used as at least two different 
parts of speech, usually noun and verb. E'xcuse is the only word in the 
list in which verb and noun are pronounced differently; close, adjec- 
tive, and close, verb, are differentiated in the same way. 

Make sure that all children understand what they are required to 
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do in the exercises. If necessary, work the exercises orally with those 
pupils who may have difficulty with them. A pre-test should identify 
these pupils as well as the ones who may be excused from all or most 
of the exercise assignments. 

When the exercises have been completed, dictate the words in 
contexts that reveal their meaning. This is particularly important 
since the words are connected by a common phonetic principle rather 
than by meaning. Re-teach words in which errors have been made. 
Note that even at this level some children have trouble writing 
certain letter combinations, such as exc inexcuse,wi inwire, andwo in 
awoke. The letter & should be clearly formed so as to be differ- 
entiated fromh. The sc inscene sometimes leads to a spelling error, as 
does wh in whole. Continue to re-teach and dictate until almost all 
pupils can spell all the words in the list, and note any commonly 
misspelled words for future spelling lessons. 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: close, excuse, whole. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. (b) The final silent e indicates that the preceding vowel is long. 

2. (a)longa: stage, sale, cane, taste, plate, share; e: scene;7: wire, tire, 
file; 0: awoke, whole, close, joke, alone; w: excuse 

3. (a) taste, plate; (b) stage, scene; (c) excuse, awoke; (d) cane 

4. (a) to send a wire, to wire a house, a wire cage, a copper wire; 
accept reasonable sentences; (b) to make weary, outer rubber 
covering of a wheel 

5. (a) excuse, close; (b) Accept reasonable sentences that show 
understanding of the difference between noun and verb, without 
expecting children to use the terms nown and verb. (c) Accept 
reasonable sentences. 

6. (a) wires, wired, wiring; tires, tired, tiring; jokes, joked, joking; 
excuses, excused, excusing; closes, closed, closing; shares, shared, 
sharing; final e is dropped; (b) awoke, excuse, alone; (c) awoke, 
alone 

7. (a) scenery; (b) lonely; (c) tasty; (d) tireless; accept reasonable 
sentences 
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1. Answer each question with a sentence using at least one word 
from the list. 
(a) What time did you wake up this morning? (awoke) 
(b) What does a person with a sore leg sometimes use? (a cane) 
(c) On what did you eat your dinner yesterday? (a plate) 
(d) In what part of the theatre is a play acted? (a stage) 
2. Which words in the list rhyme with each of these: paste, care, pale, 
pile, pole, fire, poke? (taste, share, sale, file, whole, wire, tire, joke) 
3. Which words in the list mean ... ? 


(a) a view (scene) (d) all in one piece (whole) 
(b) by oneself (alone) (e) selling (sale) 
(c) near (close) (f) a steel tool (file) 


4. Find in the list and write 
(a) three words that begin with a consonant blend. (stage, close, 
plate) 
(b) two words that have the sound /j/, with different letters 
spelling the sound. (stage, joke) 
(c) a word that has the sound of long uw. (excuse) 
(d) a word that begins with sc having the sound /s/. (scene) 
5. Make words by changing 
(a) the / in file first tor and then to n. Then write the words in 
alphabetical order. (file, fine, fire) 
(b) thet in plate first ton and then toc. Then write these words in 
alphabetical order. (place, plane, plate) 
(c) ther intire tol and then tom. What do the new words mean ? 
(tile, time) 
Notice that in every case the final silent e indicates a long vowel in 
the middle of the word. 


FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


1. (a) Show by using it in two ways that you know two meanings of 
the word grave. (a tomb, noun; serious, adj.) 
(b) Explain in writing what bare means in these sentences: (i) The 
cupboard was bare. (ii) Give me just the bare facts. (empty; 
without details) 
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(c) Make two words from slave by adding the prefix en for one 

and the suffix ry for the other. (enslave, slavery) 

Try to think of (and then check with a dictionary) at least six 

words that begin with /s/ spelled sc as in scene. (scent, science, 

Scientist, sceptre, scissors, scimitar, scintillate, sciatica, etc.) 

In two words in the list you can exchange the consonants to 

make other words, as, for example, in mile —lime. What are 

the words? For fun, think of at least two other one-syllable 

words ending in silent e in which you can make this kind of 

exchange. (tire—rite, file —life, time —mite, lose —sole, lame 

— male, came — mace, cape — pace, etc.) 

In a dictionary or book of word origins, find the origin of 

excuse. (Latin ex, away from or out of, and causa, cause) 

List six words that begin with the prefix ex. Choose one of the 

words and make up a two-line rhyme using it at the end of a 

line, e.g., 

If you will me excuse, 

I shall do just what I choose! 

4. Choose three words from the list and write a few sentences that 
tell a story about them, e.g., joke, stage, share; or taste, plate, 
whole. 


two 


— 


(a 


(b 


— 


neta 


_— 


(b 


— 


UNIT 4 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


Only practice can thoroughly establish the correct spelling of words 
in which the sounds most often represented by ev occur, e.g., birch, 
nurse, serve. Although there are other vowel-plus-r combinations, 
this unit is concerned wither, /r, and wy, all with the same pronouncia- 
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tion, and with the effect of r ona and o in such words as army and 
horn. 

Pupils enjoy word-forming games, especially competitive team 
games. Teams of four or more students of mixed spelling ability, for 
example, can compete to see how many words they can list in a given 
time — words containing the ar, or, 77, or ur particles. (Examples: ar 
—arm, farm, farmer, harm, harmful, smart, tar; or —for, fort, force, 
horse, sport, tore; 77 — bird, birch, fir, flirt, skirt, stir; wr — burn, 
church, fur, murder, urn.) 

Good spellers will be interested in noting the different sounds of 
the same vowel plus 7, e.g., harvest, scared, ward, separate; work, 
fork; her, ferry; furry, fury. 

The exercises provide practice in a variety of situations for the 
spelling of words with the combinations ar, er, 77, or, ur. Exercise 1, 
which sorts the words into categories, should be done orally and on 
the chalkboard for many pupils before being assigned as a written 
exercise. 

When the exercises have been done and the words dictated, deter- 
mine which words have caused the most trouble, and where the 
trouble spots are. Let the good spellers proceed with “For Good 
Spellers” while you re-teach where necessary. Have pupils use the 
words in context as often as possible. Surprise should be pronounced 
carefully in syllables. Use “Extra Help” as required by individuals or 
groups. Tracing difficult words on large sheets of newsprint with felt 
pen or crayon can help to reinforce for children the study steps and 
your teaching. All pupils should write the final dictation of the words, 
and especially difficult words should be included in following lessons 
until they are mastered. 


Most commonly misspelled word appearing for the first time: sur- 
prise. 

ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 

1. (a) herd, enter, order, serve; (b) army, armed, scarf; (c) birch, sir; 


(d) horn, fork, organ, forces, order, forgotten; (e) surprise, burn 
2. (b) herd, army, armed forces, burn, fork, forgotten, scarf, scarf, 
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forgotten: (c) en/ter, or/gan, sur/prise, ar/my, or/der, for/got/ten 
(a) barn, born; nerve, swerve; cork, pork, work; corn, morn, torn, 
worn, born; turn, churn; purse, curse 

(a) army; (b) horn; (c) nurse; (d) forgotten 

(a) scarf, serve, sir, surprise; (b) nurse, surprise, burn; (c) nurse, 
serve, surprise; (d) horn, organ, burn, forgotten 


. .For children to be motivated to write, their writing must be read 


and considered. Encourage pupils to be constructively critical by 
looking for strong as well as weak points in one another’s writing. 
Stories may be read in groups of four to six students, not always 
composed of the same children. 


EXTRA HELP 


1. Which words in the list ... ? 


4. 


(a) begin with h (herd, horn) 

(b) end with a silent e (nurse, serve, surprise) 

(c) begin with or (organ, order) 

(d) contain 7r (birch, sir) 

(e) have more than one syllable (enter, army, organ, armed forces, 
order, surprise, forgotten) 


. (a) Which two words have some connection with cattle? (herd, 


horn) 

(ob) Which two words could name musical instruments? (horn, 
organ) 

(c) Write s7r and another word in the list that has a syllable that 
sounds the same as s77 but is spelled differently. (surprise) 

(d) Which two words have some connection with a meal? (serve, 
fork) 

(a) Two items in the list have almost the same meaning. What are 
they? (army, armed forces) 

(b) Which words in the list refer to individual people? (nurse, sir) 

(c) Which word is the name of an article of clothing? (scarf) 

Write 

(a) fork and the words made by changingk first tom and then tot. 
(form, fort) 

(b) the base word of forces. (force) 
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(d) order, and three other forms of this verb. (orders, ordered, 
ordering) 

(c) serve. Take off the final e and add ce; to the base serv add ant. 
(service, servant) 

5. In each answer, use a word from the list. 

(a) Canoes are made from the bark of what tree? (birch) 

(b) What does fire do? (burn) 

(c) What must you do before you can win a contest? (enter) 


FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


1. (a) Use each of these words in a sentence that shows its meaning: 
fir, fur. 

(b) Use carpenter in a sentence that tells what a carpenter does. 
What are names given to others who do work similar to a 
carpenter’s? (builder, woodworker, etc.) 

(c) Write border and two words that are synonyms of border. 
(frontier, boundary, edge, edging) 

2. If a carpenter is a woodworker, what might you call 

(a) a person who sells goods? (merchant, salesperson, wholesaler, 
retailer, storekeeper, etc.) 

(b) a lawyer? (attorney, barrister, solicitor) 

(c) a doctor? (physician, surgeon, pediatrician, psychiatrist, etc.) 

3. (a) Add ly to order and use the word first as a noun and then as an 
adjective. (an orderly in a hospital or army; an orderly or 
methodical person) 

(b) Add suffixes to the words herd, organ, and serve to make 
nouns that name doers of actions. (herder, organist, server or 
servant) 

(c) Organ can mean a part of a plant or animal. Name three 
human organs. (heart, lungs, liver, kidney, stomach, etc.) 

(d) Replace the prefix sur in surprise with the prefixes enter and 
then com. Use the new words to show their meanings. (an 
undertaking; make up) 

4. (a) In what games is the word serve used? (tennis, volleyball, 
badminton, etc.) 
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(b) List five tools a carpenter would use. (hammer, saw, lathe, 
screwdriver, bit, plane, sander, etc.) 

(c) What musical instruments do you know, besides the organ, 
that use keys? (piano, accordion, spinet, etc.) 

(d) Write as many words as you know that have the prefix for. 
You may use a dictionary to check or add to your answer. 
(forever, forget, forsake, forward, ete.) 


UNIT 5 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


You may wish to use a discussion based on the introductory para- 
graphs as motivation for learning the words in the list. Before teach- 
ing the unit, dictate the words so that the good spellers may be 
assigned to other activities. 

For presentation, the words may be grouped in several ways: (i) 
words ending in silent e —nature, vine, notice, please, celebrate, ripe, 
pleasure, grape(s); (i) words beginning with consonant blends — 
please, pleasure, grapes, pleasant; (iii) words of one syllable —leaf, 
vine, please, ripe, month, grapes; two syllables — nature, notice, 
pleasure, across, perhaps, weather, pleasant; more than two syllables 
— celebrate, Canadian (in Canadian, emphasize the ending zan, a 
common source of error); (iv) words built on a common base — 
please, pleasure, pleasant (note the change in the pronunciation but 
not the spelling of the vowel pair in each); (v) words using c sounded 
/k/ and /s/ — across, Canadian, notice, celebrate (/k/ when c is 
followed by a consonant or a, 0, wu; /s/ when c is followed by e). In 
month, point out the use of o to spell the short wu sound; you may want 
to review words such as come, some, love, mother, monkey, and 
money to help pupils remember this spelling. 

Use the exercises for teaching purposes, and make sure that pupils 
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know how to do them before assigning them as written work. 


When the exercises have been corrected and discussed, dictate the 


words again in context, and re-teach and re-test as necessary. For all 
pupils, stress the usefulness of the study steps and make sure that 
personal lists are kept. Check all written work for commonly mis- 
spelled words, which should be added to future spelling lessons. 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: across, please, weather; 
appearing for the first time: perhaps, pleasant. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. (a) Canadian(s), ripe, grapes, vine, nature, weather, pleasant, 
perhaps; (b) Canadian, leaf 

2. (a) 1, ll, 1v, v; (b) grapes, leaf; (c) i, 11, 111 

3. (a) celebrate; (b) Canadian; (c) across; (d) month; (e) please 

4. (a) leaves, notices; f changes to v; (b) notice, celebrate; (c) nature, 
pleasure; (d) leaf; please; (e) pleasure, weather, pleasant 

5. (a) adjective or noun referring to the name of a country; (b) across; 
(c) vine, ripe 

6. (a) vine; (b) a (maple) leaf; (d) notice 

7. (a) pleasing, celebrating, noticing; final e is dropped; (b) monthly, 
pleasantly; (c) unpleasant 

EXTRA HELP 

1. Read the two paragraphs that introduce Unit 5. Then look for and 
write the word that 
(a) names citizens of Canada. (Canadians) 
(b) names fruit from which wine is made. (grapes) 
(c) has the same ending as pleasure. (nature) 
(d) means maybe. (perhaps) 

2. (a) Find in the list a base word and two more words that have the 


same base. Write all three words. (please, pleasant, pleasure) 
(b) What period of time is one-twelfth of a year? (month) 
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(c) In which word do you see the word cross? (across) 

(d) In which words do you see these smaller words: apes, ate, 
Can? (grapes, celebrate, Canadian) 

(e) Which two words have a long? in the middle? (ripe, vine) 

Adding To Make Words 

Write both the question and the answer. 


- leaf + y = (leafy) month + ly = (monthly) 


ripe + n = (ripen) pleasant + ly = (pleasantly) 
notice + able = (noticeable) 

Choose one of the words you have made and use it to show its 
meaning. 


. (a) In front of the word weather write whichever of these words 


ean be used to describe the weather, like this: rainy weather. 
cloudy wet cold hght sunny (all but light). 

(b) Write nature after the numbers of those words that are part 
of nature, like this: (77) nature. 
(i) automobile (ii) flowers (iii) clouds (iv) plastic (v) lakes 


. (a) What are the two syllables of perhaps? Write perhaps as a 


whole word too. (per/haps) 

(b) Which word in the list has note as its base word? Which has 
Canada as its base word? Underline the endings in both 
words. (notice, Canadian) 


FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


lie 


(a) Make up and write an amusing sentence about geese in bushes. 

(b) What are the plural forms of: moose, mouse, house? (moose, 
mice, houses) 

(c) What is the proverb about a bird and a bush? Look in a book of 
proverbs or quotations if you don’t know it. What does the 
proverb mean? (A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush.) 


2. (a) Cows moo. What sounds are made by: geese, hogs, donkeys, 


doves, horses, hyenas? (honk, grunt, bray, coo, whinny, howl or 
laugh; accept other answers that pupils can justify) 
(b) Name three bushes commonly found in your part of Canada. 
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(c) Name three migratory birds commonly found in your part of 
Canada. 

3. Nature is derived from a Latin root, nat-, meaning born. List as 
many words as you can think of that have nat or natur as their 
base. Then choose three of the words you have written and with 
the help of a dictionary show how they are related in meaning to 
the root nat or the word nature. (native, nativity, natal, etc.; 
natural, supernatural, naturally, good-natured, etc.) 

4. (a) List as many words as you can think of that begin, like across, 

with a short a used as a prefix. (apart, afloat, aside, alike, etc.) 

(b) Now list as many words as you can think of that begin with a 
long a followed by a consonant, like acorn. (April, apron, 
aviation, able, Asia, alien, etc.) 

5. Make up a sentence in which all the words except a, the, and 
prepositions such as at, on, of, in, begin withw, like weather, or pl, 
like pleasant. You may find that you have made a real tongue 
twister! (Examples: The wild winter weather will wither the 
winding wisteria. The pleasant playboy plunged the plastic plate 
into the pliant plaster.) 


UNIT 6 (Review) 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


Dictate the words in context, and correct the tests carefully to 
identify those pupils who do not require the review. The exercises for 
good spellers may be assigned to them. Make sure, however, that 
they understand what is expected in the exercises, and devote the 
necessary time to discussing the assignment, and then to correcting 
it. Good spellers deserve recognition and should understand that this 
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extra work is important to the development of their vocabulary and 
knowledge; it should also be interesting and acknowledged as being 
more challenging than the regular exercises. 

The pre-test will also identify the words that require special re- 
teaching. As usual, examine pupils’ papers to discover which parts of 
which words were spelled incorrectly, and teach to remove the 
errors. You will probably find a range of spelling ability among the 
pupils who require review, and you should gradually eliminate from 
further drill those pupils who achieve mastery. For the few consis- 
tently poor spellers, you may wish to reduce the number of words to 
be mastered, omitting those words which observation has shown you 
they rarely or never use in their own writing, and which they may not 
even understand. 

Present the difficult words as if they had never been taught before. 
Use every device you can think of to engender interest — coloured 
chalks, diagrams, illustrations, games. Whenever possible rearrange 
the words in the list so that you have groups with common elements, 
e.g., silent e indicating a preceding long vowel. Remind pupils of the 
relationship in please, pleasant, pleasure. Chocolate and celebrate 
both end inate, but the endings are pronounced differently. Weather, 
pleasant, and pleasure all have ea spelling the sound of short e. Have 
pupils pick out the words that end with the sound of er and underline 
the letters that spell the sound: weather, pleasure, honour, enter. 
Then have them find the words that have the same sound internally: 
surprise, nurse, birch, perhaps, and notice again the spellings of the 
sound. Whole and honour both have silent consonants at the begin- 
ning. Poor writers are sometimes poor spellers; let them practise 
writing magazine with special attention paid tog and z as well as to 
the zne ending. 

Gradually eliminate from your re-teaching words as they are 
mastered, but include all words in the final dictation. Remember also 
to include all pupils in the final dictation; some of them may find that 
they have the occasional word to re-study. 

The exercises set up self-teaching and self-testing situations, but 
be sure that pupils understand the directions before the exercises are 
assigned as independent work. It is not necessary for all pupils to do 
all the exercises; select exercises on the basis of need, using “Extra 
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Help” to reinforce the learning of children who need more time and 
practice in order to learn the words thoroughly. 


FOR TEACHERS ONLY 


Birch is a very old word, and perhaps indicates that the people who 
spoke the language that gave rise to the Indo-European families of 
languages came from a land of moderate climate and deciduous trees. 
A similar word is found in Sanskrit, bhurja; Old English had berc, and 
Old Norse bjork, which gave rise to English bark. When a canoe is 
said to be made of birch bark, the term is historically redundant, since 
birch and bark are both derived from the same word. 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: across, excuse, perhaps, 
pleasant, please, surprise, weather, whole. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. (a) ch: birch, such, chocolate; k: excuse, cabbage, canal, Canadian, 
across, chocolate; s: celebrate, scene (note: c may be considered 
silent or /s/), notice; (b) surprise, nature, excuse, cabbage, please, 
celebrate, nurse, magazine, scene, pleasure, chocolate, whole, 
notice; (c) surprise, nature, enter, weather, nurse, birch, pleasure, 
perhaps, honour 

2. (a) perhaps; (b) birch; (c) magazine, notice; (d) pleasant; (e) whole; 
(f) enter 

3. (a) celebrating, nursing, excusing, pleasing; silent e was dropped; 
(b) surprises, Canadians, chocolates; (c) potatoes, birches; (d) nat- 
ural; note change in pronunciation of a; (e) pleasantly 

4. (a) nature, notice, nurse; (b) across, birch, Canadian, chocolate, 
honour, magazine, notice, perhaps, pleasure, scene, such, whole; (c) 
Canadian; the fifth letter of Canadian comes before the fifth 
letter of canal 

5. (a) feather, leather; (b) nose, pose 

6. (a) magazine; chocolate, celebrate, pleasant; nature, tomatoes; 
pleasure, surprise; (b) birch — bird; (ce) whole — hole 
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Extra Help 


L 


(a) chocolate, whole; (b) pleasant, please, pleasure; (c) enter, 
excuse, across; (d) weather, whole; (e) tomatoes, potato, whole, 
notice 

(a) birch, such, chocolate; (b) whole, honour; (c) surprise, excuse, 
please; (d) nature, tomatoes, potato, celebrate, Canadian 


(a) tomato; (b) potatoes; (c) tomatoes, potato, celebrate, magazine, 


chocolate; three vowel sounds; (d) Canadian; (e) celebrate, notice, 
Scene (c may be considered /s/ or silent) 

(a) nurse; (b) scene; (c) enter; (d) magazine, notice; (e) canal; (f) 
across 

(a) surprise, birch; (b) perhaps; (c) chocolate; (d) nature, possibly 
pleasure; (e) weather 

such, chocolate, enter, nature, excuse 


For Good Spellers 


b 


(a) Italians, Japanese, Filipinos, Chinese, New Zealanders, 
French; (b) English, Russian, German, Finnish, Dutch; (ec) Swe- 
den, Greece, Mexico, Spain, Switzerland 


. (a) maple, ash, elm, oak, poplar, pine, spruce, cedar, etc.; accept 


answers pupils can defend; (b) deciduous; (c) the first five named 
in (a) are deciduous, the rest evergreen; accept reasonable 
answers 

(a) pleasing, displeased, displease, displeasing, unpleasant, dis- 
pleasure, pleasingly, unpleasantly; (b) weather: day-by-day 
phenomenon; climate: determined by long-range weather condi- 
tions; (c) weathered; e.g., Years of wind and rain had weathered 
the walls of the barn. 

(a) Welland Canal, Panama Canal, Suez Canal, etc.; (b) to connect 
two bodies of water separated by a narrow neck of land; to forma 
passageway around a difficult stretch of water; to straighten a 
wide curve in a waterway 

(a) Accept children’s definitions of occupations, but answers 
should be nouns, naming people engaged in occupations, e.g., 
teacher, baker, construction worker, truck driver; (b) verbs: 
astonish, astound, startle, amaze, stun; nouns: wonder, aston- 
ishment, shock, etc.; stronger words than surprise; (c) Accept 
children’s ideas. 


54 


UNIT 7 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


The phonic principle on which this unit is based has so many excep- 
tions that it is more reliable as a guide to pronunciation than as a 
guide to spelling. It does, however, provide one option for spelling an 
internal long vowel sound. Brighter pupils may challenge the 
principle, particularly when it is used to identify the spelling of longe 
or long a, both of which offer a variety of possibilities as the many 
homonyms in the English language testify. Real, for example, has the 
homonym ree/; other words in the list that have homonyms are ra/se 
—yrays, hail —hale. Do not draw attention to them on first presenta- 
tion of the words unless a pupil mentions them; good spellers may at a 
later stage be interested. Unit 8 provides another option for the 
spelling of the long e sound. Unit 26 gathers together several differ- 
ent spellings of the long a sound. 

Have pupils notice that in four words, measles, raise, beans, 
peaches, s is used to spell the sound /z/. You may want to compare the 
plural form peaches with the plural form beans, reminding pupils that 
words ending in sh, ch, and x form plurals by adding es. 

If, on a pre-test, the words present little spelling difficulty, you 
may decide to use only some of the exercise material with most 
children, and concentrate on teaching the few who are having trouble 
with more than two or three words in the list. 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: raise, real. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. (a) The first vowel “says its own name”, or is pronounced as a long 
vowel, or is pronounced, whereas the second vowel is silent. (b) 
real, heat, beans, measles, meal, spear, peaches, clear, leave; the 
second vowel, a, should be circled; (c) gain, hail, raise, remain; a 
should be boxed; long; (d) throat; 0 sounded, a silent 


gk 
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(a) goat, boat, moat; (b) beans, meal, peaches; (c) heat, hail, clear 
(a) bean, peach; (b) spears, meals, throats; (c) raised, gained, left; 
left is irregular; note change in internal vowel and t ending 

(a) unclear, unreal; not; (b) clearly, really; accept reasonable 
answers in question form; (c) ungainly, meaning awkward; (d) 
clean, cleat, cleave; speak; hear, heal, heap; accept words such as 


_ head, heart, hearse, but be sure pupils understand the difference 


in pronunciation, and that these words are not covered by the 
principle illustrated in the unit as a whole. 

heat, clear, throat, measles 

raise, gain, clear, real, remain 

Independent study is an important part of the learning process. 
Encourage children to follow the suggested procedure periodi- 
cally. 


EXTRA HELP 


1. (a) In which words in the list do you see these smaller words: av, 


eat, ear, oat, pea, main? (hail, heat, spear, throat, peaches, 
remain) 
(b) Which words have two syllables? (measles, peaches, remain) 
(ec) Which words end with the letter 7? (real, meal, hail) 


. Use one word from the list to answer each of these questions. 


(a) What kind of summer storm destroys crops with particles of 
ice? (hail) 

(b) What long, pointed weapon was used by ancient warriors? 
(spear) 

(c) What disease gives you a prickly red rash? (measles) 

(d) What fruit has a soft furry skin? (peaches) 

Add the letter s to every word in the list to which it can be added. 

(heats, gains, throats, meals, spears, hails, raises, remains, clears, 

leaves) 

(a) Add to each set of consonants the vowels needed to make 
words in the list: msls, rmn, pehs, clr, thrt, bns, spr. (measles, 
remain, peaches, clear, throat, beans, spear) 

(b) Add vowels to these sets of consonants to make two more 
words in the list: gn, hl. (gain, hail) 


56 UNIT 7 


(c) Exchange the first letters of heal and rail. Which two words 
in the list have you made? (real, hail) 

Adding and Subtracting 

Write the question and the answer. 

cleave — c = (leave) clean — n + ve — ¢ = (leave) 

smear — s — r + 1 = (meal) really — ly = (real) 

(a) Change pears to peaches by changing the ending of pears. 
What do you notice about the sound ofea in the two words? (ea 
spells two different sounds) 

(b) Make rain from gain by changing the first letter. Make rain 
from hail by changing the first and last letters. 


FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


ts 


3. 


(a) What are at least two meanings for the word rear? (noun or 
adj., back; verb, to stand up on hind legs, to bring up or raise) 
The root of real is the Latin word res (stem, re), meaning thing 
or matter. Use a dictionary to help you list as many words as 
possible made from the stem re by adding prefixes and suf- 
fixes, e.g., reality. Be careful to check that the words you list 
are related to real. (unreal, realist, realism, realize, really, 
realtor, realty, but not realm) 

(c) Choose two of the words you have listed and explain their 

meaning or use them to show their meaning. 


(b 


— 


. (a) List the names of some pointed weapons in addition to spear. 


(knife, lance, arrow, sword, bayonet, etc.) 

(b) What is a special kind of spear used in hunting large fish or 
water mammals? (harpoon) 

(c) The word measles is plural in form but singular in meaning. 
What other things do you know that are written as plurals but 
refer to only one thing? (mumps, scissors, pants, jeans, slacks, 
etc.) 

Some Puzzles 

(a) What girl’s name can be spelled with the letters of clear? 
(Clare) 

(b) Rearrange the letters of remazn to spell a word that has to do 
with the sea. (marine) 
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(c) How many words of four letters or more can you make out of 
the letters of meas/es? In each word you list, be sure that you 
use the letters of meas/es only as often as you see them in that 
word. (alms, male, meal, lame, sale, seal, lease, easel, same, 
ease, Seas, lass, mass, seem, mesa, seam, slam, etc.) 

4. Write a description of a severe hail storm following a heat wave. 

_ Use words that will help the reader hear and see the storm and see 

the damage it did. Be sure to proofread your story for sentence 
form and spelling. 


UNIT 8 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


Make use of children’s interest in Hallowe’en to introduce this unit, 
having them study the words in the list during the week preceding 
Hallowe’en, not necessarily following Unit 7. 

Some of the words contain common phonic elements and can be 
grouped for study. For example, note the sounds of ow in powder and 
owl, owner and Hallowe’en. In noting the longo in ghost, clothes, and 
suppose, draw attention to the silent e in clothes and suppose and its 
effect on the pronunciation of 0; wore may be considered another 
example of long o, or of o influenced by a following r. Scream and 
sheet illustrate two ways of spelling the long e sound; only practice 
can help children remember which to select.Scream and scared both 
begin with sc, with c spelling the sound /k/. Xscape should be care- 
fully pronounced; a common error is to say and spell ex instead of es. 
The final silent e indicates the long preceding vowel in escape, as in 
scared (good spellers might take a look at scarred as compared with 


58 UNIT 8 


scared). Quiet is frequently misspelled; make sure children distin- 
guish between written g and q, and elicit from them that q is always 
followed by u Qantas inQantas Airlines is an exception). Have quiet 
and pumpkin pronounced carefully, in syllables. Other possible trou- 
ble spots are awful, in which there may be a tendency to introduce an 
e or add an/;h inghost; t inwitch (and the difficulty of writing the 
letter combination wz); th in clothes; double p in suppose. 

Before assigning Ex. 7 it would be useful to have a discussion, and, 
for children whose imagination needs stimulating, to draw ideas from 
the group, even listing them on the chalkboard. Children’s writing 
should be treated with respect — read, checked, commented on, and 
displayed. Only a few minutes are needed to organize a class into 
small groups in which the stories are read; it is not necessary to take 
long periods of class time for every story to be read to every child. 

When the exercises have been completed, dictate the words in 
context and have pupils check their own work; check it quickly 
yourself, if necessary. Have pupils add any words they have mis- 
spelled to their own lists. Children who spelled all the words cor- 
rectly, although they may have had errors on the pre-test, may be 
assigned some of the exercises for good spellers while others practise 
and study words they have misspelled. 


Most commonly misspelled word repeated: clothes; appearing for the 
first time: quiet, suppose. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. (a) Hallowe’en; (b) ghost, witch, sheet; (c) pumpkin; (d) scared; (e) 
powder 

2. Accept reasonable, complete sentences. 

3. (a) own, ownership; (b) scare, scaring, scary; e is dropped 

4. (a) sheet, Hallowe’en, scream; (b) Hallowe’en and owner, powder 
and owl]; (c) clothes, ghost, suppose, wore 

5. (a) ghost; (b) quiet; (c) scream; (d) witch 

6. (a) supposing, powdering, escaping, screaming; (b) owls, screams, 
owners, sheets, powders 

7. Hallow; v 
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1. Which word in the list 
(a) is the name of a bird? (owl) 
(b) means garments? (clothes) 
(c) means a spirit? (ghost) 
-(d) names someone who owns? (owner) 
2. (a) Which words in the list rhyme with: lore, stitch, flared, repose? 
(wore, witch, scared, suppose) 
(b) Which words mean the opposite of: capture, loud, brave? 
(escape, quiet, scared) 
3. What Am I? 
(a) I can be used as a Hallowe’en costume. (sheet) 
(b) My last syllable is a kind of coat. (escape) 
(c) Part of me is found in milk. (scream) 
(d) Youcan bring up oil or water with my first syllable. (oumpkin) 
(e) My last four letters are really scratchy! (witch) 
(f) You'll find my first syllable in pow-wow. (powder) 
4. Write the words that have 
(a) a double vowel. (sheet, Hallowe’en) 
(b) the ending ful. (awful) 
(c) er at the end. (powder, owner) 
(d) the prefix sup. (suppose) 
5. In each row of words there is one word that means the same or 
almost the same as a word in the list. What is the word in the list? 
(a) model, astonish, think, support (think, suppose) 
(b) loud, whisper, still, rather (still, quiet) 
(c) frightened, courageous, blunt, fought (frightened, scared) 
(d) robes, skin, pillows, quilts (robes, clothes) 
(e) inspiring, shrill, stony, dreadful (dreadful, awful) 


FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


1. (a) Write costume and name two parts of a costume that is worn 
in winter but not in summer. (Accept reasonable answers.) 
(b) Write howl and two other words ending with ow/ in which owl 
has two different pronunciations. (e.g., bowl, growl) 
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2. Reducing Words 
In the example, one letter at a time is taken away fear scream 
until the smallest possible word is left: cream, cram, ram, am, a. 
Do the same for: scared, clothes, owner. You may arrange the 
letters in any order that will spell a word. (Accept any solutions 
that work.) 

3. The root of suppose is pose, or pos. List as many words as you can 
that are formed from pose or pos, e.g., position. Use a dictionary 
that shows word origins to check your words. (depose, dispose, 
compose, impose, repose, propose, and derivatives, ete.) 

4. (a) What are four or five synonyms of quiet? (still, calm, stillness, 
hushed, silence, noiseless, ete.; accept both adjectives and 
nouns) 

(b) What is the difference in meaning between -e¢fu/ and aire- 
some? (awful: very bad, terrifying; awesome: filling one with 
wonder or awe) 

In a sentence or two explain the difference betwen a witch and a 

ghost. (witch: a live person supposed to have mag ical powers, or 

belonging to a coven for worship of Satan; ghost: the spirit of a 

dead person returned to earth) 


on 


UNIT 9 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


“When you cough or sneeze or sniff, / Be sure to use a handkerchief.” 
This little rhyme is a good introduction to the words in the. unit. 
Pre-test to eliminate words that do not require teaching and concen- 
trate on those that are misspelled — especially words children are 
likely to require for their writing, Le., /f's, foo, couge, ecerybod 4. 
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Spread has the short e sound for ea as in bread, and in weather, 
pleasure, and pleasant in a previous unit. Cough is a commonly 
misspelled word; cough and trough are the only common words with 
the letters ough pronounced off. Children should be expected to give 
the two parts of the compound, everybody, and to supply other words 
using the parts, e.g., everyone, somebody; note the one d in body — 
phonic spelling might cause children to expect two a’s. Carelessness 
and 2d/ness are nouns made by adding the suffix ness to the adjectives 
careless and ill. The suffix y in hearty, on the other hand, is used to 
make an adjective from a noun (other examples, health, healthy; 
noise, noisy; hand, handy). Elicit from pupils the spelling, in heart 
and hearty, of the sound usually spelled ar. 

Prefixes are found in the words pro-tect, dis-ease, and ab-sent. Pro 
means before; protect means to cover before, or shield. Dis is used to 
give the opposite meaning; disease means the opposite of ease or 
health. In Latin, ab means from; absent means to be away from some 
place. You should be aware of the difficulty in writing bs in absent. 

Teach the word handkerchiefs in syllables to ensure that the pupils 
pronounce both the d and the k; note the difficult 7e combination. 
Handkerchief is a fascinating word, the story of which children would 
enjoy. Start with chief, ultimately from Latin caput, head. Chief in 
handkerchief is the same as chief in Indian chief, or chief of state — 
head. Ker is another spelling of the first syllable of curfew (cover 
fire), and is from French cowvrir, English cover. So a kerchief is a 
headcovering. But the headcovering or something similar came to be 
carried in the hand and used on the nose! A pocket handkerchief 
takes the story a step further along its fashion history. 

It’s is the contraction of 7t 7s; do not introduce ?ts if you feel it would 
confuse your pupils. Stress the fact that too is an adverb meaning also 
or describing how much. Compare it with the preposition to and the 
number two only if your pupils can handle the homonyms. 

Check to make sure that pupils can spell the words in written 
context as well as in dictated lists. In re-teaching, it is useful to have 
pupils write words that are difficult for them, noting and marking the 
points of difficulty. Vary the place and kind of copying: on large 
sheets of newspaper with felt pens or crayons; on the chalkboard; 
printing or writing, using different coloured pencils for different 
parts of the words. Use some of the word games suggested elsewhere 
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in this handbook. Some children benefit from oral spelling, saying the 
letters as they write and/or print them. 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: everybody, handker- 
chiefs, it’s, too; appearing for the first time: cough. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. Check that spelling is correct and sentences complete, if you ask 
for sentences as answers. 

2. (a) care; less, ness; (b) useless, hopeless; /ess often means without; 
without sleeves, without air, a bird that cannot fly; (c) ill; the 
adjective became a noun; (d) awfulness, boldness, pleasantness, 
quietness; the adjectives became nouns; (e) hearty 

3. (a) dis/ease; something like discomfort; (b) ab/sent; being away 
from; from, away from; absence, absorb, etc. (show pupils how to 
check with a dictionary to make sure ad is a prefix and not part of 
the base in the words they supply) 

4. (a) cough; shorto, spelled ow; (b) protect, heart, against, absent; (c) 
too 

5. (b) kerchiefs; headcoverings or neck scarves; (c) chief, just as a 
tribe’s chief is head of the tribe 

6. protect, against, cause, illness, it’s 

7. protects, protecting, spreads, spreading, coughs, coughing, causes, 
causing 


EXTRA HELP 


1. School begins at 9:00 a.m. for most students. Write too soon or too 
late after the letter of any time that is too soon or too late to arrive 
at school: (a) 7:30 a.m., (b) 9:10 a.m., (ec) 11:00 a.m., (d) 8:45 a.m., (e) 
7:45 a.m. (too soon: a, e; too late: b, c) 

2. Rewrite these sentences, placing the apostrophe in its where the 
word should have one. Remember that 7?’s is a contraction of /t 7s. 
(a) Its too soon to know who will be absent. (It’s) 
(b) The doctor told us its important to stop the spread of disease. 

(it’s) 


4, 


5. 
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(c) Its strange that no one knows its cause. (It’s, its) 
(d) The dog is ill. Heart disease is the cause of its cough. (its) 


. (a) The first letters of what four words in the list spell the word 


ship? (spread, heart or hearty or handkerchiefs, it’s or illness, 
protect) 

(b) Write four words from the list whose first letters spell heap. 
(heart or hearty or handkerchiefs, everybody, against or 
absent, protect) 

(c) In which words do you see the smaller words: ease, chief, sent, 
ill, read, less, gain, body? (disease, handkerchiefs, absent, 
illness, spread, carelessness, against, everybody) 

Which word in the list has ... ? 

(a) the prefix dis (disease) (c) the suffix less (carelessness) 

(b) the suffix st (against) (d) the suffix y (hearty) 

Write the words that fit the spaces and the meanings given. 


Crea. visti vs a hacking sound (cough) 

Dee bees ae, an important part of the body (heart) 
Pe eee eee ee eer ee the opposite of for (against) 

Ng ir ag AE to make or keep safe (protect) 


FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


1. (a) Arrange the four extra words in alphabetical order. (discover, 


discovery, drug, duty) 
(b) Which of the extra words means something you must do? 
(duty) 


2. (a) Which two words in the list are synonyms? Write an antonym 


(opposite) of these words. (disease, illness; health, healthiness, 
well-being’) 

(b) What is another synonym of the two in the list? (sickness, 
ailment, ill health) 


3. (a) Name three diseases that can be spread from person to per- 


son. (measles, chicken pox, scarlet fever, whooping cough, etc.) 
(b) Name at least two diseases against which you can be inocu- 
lated or vaccinated. (measles, diphtheria, flu, etc.) 


4. (a) Makeas many wordsas you can from the base word ofdisease. 


(ease: easy, easily, uneasy, uneasily, uneasiness, diseased) 
(b) What other word rhymes with cough and spells the rhyming 
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part the same? Use arhyming dictionary if you cannot think of 
the answer. (trough) 
(c) Replace the prefix of absent to make two other words. (resent, 
consent, dissent, present) 
Imagine that a terrible epidemic of an unknown disease is spread- 
ing over the world. Tell the story of how you, a doctor, discover a 
vaccine or cure for the disease. 


ON 


UNIT 10 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


Pre-test as usual. Even if you find that only a few of the words need 
intensive teaching, present all of them to establish the values of ee 
and oo. If most students can already spell the words, use the occasion 
to expand vocabulary and spelling skills, perhaps using some of the 
material for good spellers. 

Steel, seemed, root, and heel all have homonyms (steal, seamed, 
route, heal); mention them only if the pupils do. Do not confuse poor 
spellers by mentioning /ose when you present /oose. Points to watch 
for are the hyphen and final e of good-bye, the le of needle, ir in 
thirteen @ and r are sometimes transposed by poor spellers), the 
second f in fifteen, the omission of e in nineteen. 

In the exercises pupils are asked for the plural forms of speech and 
goose. Have them recall the plural forms of other words that end in 
ch, and make sure they know how to spell the plurals before having to 
write them. 

Some pupils may already know the origin of good-bye. The word 
can lead to an interesting and vocabulary-extending discussion of 
other ways in which people say good-bye: farewell, see you, take care, 
au revoir, auf Wiedersehen, etc. 

The exercises should be used selectively, and for practice rather 
than testing. Accordingly, pupils should know how to do them and 
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normally should not be making errors in them. When errors are 
frequent it is obvious that pupils have great difficulty with spelling or 
they do not understand what is expected of them. 


Re-teaching is even more important than the original teaching, 


since it focuses directly on individual spelling difficulties. All pupils 
should write the final test on the unit. 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: good-bye, loose, seemed; 
appearing for the first time: speech. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. (a) ee, 00; (b) good-bye, loose, goose, root; short oo in good-bye, 
long in the other words 

2. needle, steel, loose, goose, speech, heel, root, sleeve, cheer 

3. nineteen, thirteen, fifteen; seemed; good-bye 

4. (a) sleeves, heels, needles; (b) speeches; has es instead of s; (c) 
geese; tooth-teeth 

5. (a) nine/teen; (b) ninety, 90; (c) thirteen, thirty, 30; (d) fifteen, 
fifty, 50 

6. (a) seen, Seep, Seer, sees; (b) seeking, cheering, seeming 

7. (a) seek, steel, sleeve, loose, goose, speech, cheer, seemed, root, 
heel; (b) good-bye, nineteen, needle, thirteen, fifteen; SAB Cod- bye, 
sleeve, loose, goose, needle 

8. Stories should be checked for spelling and composition and read to 
an audience of four or five. The criticism of the small group is 
useful, but children must be reminded that criticism does not have 
to be negative—it is important to tell writers what is good in their 
stories. 

EXTRA HELP 

1. Answer the following questions with words from the list. 


(a) What farm bird has a long neck? (goose) 
(b) What do you sometimes have to listen to? (a speech; accept 
also cheer or good-bye if children can justify them) 


66 UNIT 10 


(c) What do you use to sew on a button? (needle) 
(d) What building material is made from iron? (steel) 
(e) Through which part of itself does a plant usually get its food? 
(root) 
(f) What number follows eighteen? (nineteen) 
2. Word Riddles 
The answers are words in the list. 
(a) If we had eyes we could use them in the first parts of our- 
selves. (See in seek, seemed) 
(b) The last part of me is the name of a snake-like fish. (eel in 
steel, heel) 
(c) You can wear clothing with or without me. (sleeve) 
(d) We rhyme with each other. (goose, loose; heel, steel) 
3. (a) Which words begin with consonant blends, that is, two conson- 
ants both of which are sounded? (steel, sleeve, speech) 
(b) Which words begin with consonant partners, that is, two 
consonants that spell a single sound? (cheer, thirteen) 
(c) Which word has two f’s? (fifteen) 
4. Which words are the opposites of: find, tight, boo, hello? (seek, 
loose, cheer, good-bye) 
5. Here are some common pairs of words with one of the pair left out. 
You'll find it in the list. Write the complete pairs. 
and toe (heel) and thread (needle) 
and branch (root) hello and (good-bye) 














FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


1. (a) Write beets and at least three root vegetables that grow like 
beets. (turnips, rutabagas, radishes, carrots, etc.) 

(bo) This unit lists words with two different sounds spelled by oo. 
What other sounds do you know that are sometimes spelled by 
these letters? (short « as in blood; o before 7 as in door) 

2. (a) Which words in the list, including the extra word, have 
homonyms? What are the homonyms? Show by using them 
that you know their meanings. (steal, seamed, route, heal, 
beats) 

(b) What are synonyms for seek, cheer, speech, seemed? You will 
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find a dictionary, thesaurus, or book of antonyms and 

synonyms useful. (search for, look for, hunt for; gladden, 

shout, encourage, comfort; address, talk, discourse, lecture, 
language; appeared, felt like, looked to be) 

. (a) Name three kinds of needles other than those used for sewing. 
(hypodermic, crochet, knitting, pine needle, needle on a com- 
pass, etc.) 

(b) What are three common uses for steel? What other metals are 
used for similar purposes? (building, cutlery, pots and pans, 
machinery, etc.; aluminum, copper, etc.) 

. (a) What are some ways in which we say good-bye to our friends? 
(see the teaching suggestions; children should be able to pro- 
duce numerous colloquial expressions) 

(b) What are some ways of greeting friends or strangers? (How 
do you do, Howdy, Hi, How are you, Hello, etc.) 

. What are some words that rhyme with the following but spell the 

rhyming part differently: speech, cheer, seek, steel? (reach, etc.; 

clear, here, weir, pier, etc.; leak, eke, etc.; spiel, heal, etc.) 

. Write a paragraph or two telling what you think it must be like to 

be a teenager, and explain why you are or are not looking forward 

to the time when you will be one. 


UNIT 11 


SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


Compounding is a very old process in the English language. Such 
common words as lady and sheriff are really well worn and thus 
hidden compounds —lady from OE hlaefdige, loaf-kneader; sheriff 
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from shire reeve. The words in the list are more straightforward, with 
the elements of the compounds clearly recognizable. Some of the 
words have been coined to name new objects or ideas; they have 
drawn, as English has done for two thousand years, on Greek and 
Latin, occasionally using roots from both languages in one word, e.g., 
television in which tele is a Greek word meaning far, and vision is 
derived from the Latin verb vdeo, visum, meaning see. The tele 
words form a family, only a few of which are in the list; telephoto, 
telegraphic, telepathy, and teleprompter are others. Flight attendant 
is included in the list as a probable compound that is still in a state of 
transition. 

Have pupils watch for the three e’s in wherever —in the process of 
compounding, where lost its final letter. Encourage the building of 
compounds using parts of the words in the list, e.g., from wherever, 
everywhere, forever; from downstairs, downward, upstairs; from 
highrise, highlight, sunrise. 

In re-teaching, draw attention to the relationship between the 
sound and spelling if errors seem to have arisen because of failure to 
see or hear the relationships. Point out the use of az to spell the longa 
before r sound in airport and downstairs, the ph in telephone, the two 
methods used to represent the sound of long? in highrise and high- 
way and in fireplace. Have all pupils write the final dictation. Make a 
note of words misspelled by individual pupils to be included in later 
presentations, and be sure pupils add those words to their personal 
word lists. 


Most commonly misspelled word repeated: maybe. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. (a) flight attendant 

2. (a), (b) Accept reasonable answers. (c) from Greek phonos, sound 

3. railway, fireplace, midnight, midway, airport, airway, highrise, 
highway, wherever, downstairs, maybe, telephone 

4. (a) everybody, everyone; (b) upstairs; (c) sunrise; (d) evergreen; 
(e) airways, airplane 


5. 


6. 
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(a) airport, helicopter, flight attendant; (b) television, telegram, 
telephone; (c) perhaps, possibly; (d) midnight 
(a) highway; (b) railway; (c) airport; (d) television 


EXTRA HELP 


A 


2. 


3. 


4, 


In which word in the list 

(a) was a letter dropped when the two parts of the compound 
word were joined? (wherever) 

(b) is the second part often used to mean the same as the whole 
word? (telephone) 

(c) does the second part, when taken by itself, mean a measure- 
ment? (telegram) 

Write 

(a) all the words that have a long 7 sound. Box the letters that 
spell that sound. @gh: highway, midnight, highrise, flight 
attendant; 7: highrise, fireplace) 

(b) the words in which you see these smaller words: be, light, air, 
leg, tend. (maybe, flight, airport, downstairs, telegram, attend- 
ant) 

(c) the words that have a short e sound. (wherever, television, 
telegram, helicopter, telephone, attendant) 

(d) the word in whichc spells the sound /s/ and the word in whiche 
spells the sound /k/. Writes ork over the letter that spells the 
sound. (fireplace, s; helicopter, /) 

Which word in the list means 

(a) a tall building? (highrise) 

(b) amachine that rises straight up from the ground? (helicopter) 

(c) the lower part of a building (downstairs) 

(d) a well-travelled road (highway) 

(e) perhaps (maybe) 

Which words in the list 

(a) share the same word parts? Underline the shared parts. (tele- 
vision, telegram, telephone; railway, highway; highway, high- 
rise) 
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(b) share parts with: whenever, nighttime, fireworks, flight crew, 
monorail? (wherever, midnight, fireplace, flight attendant, 
railway) 


FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


1. Write the extra words, and for each one write another word that 
uses one part of the compound, e.g., codfish, swordfish. (e.g., 
telethon, microscope; outlined, airstream; hazelnut) 

2. Find the origin of scope in telescope. What is another word 
of which scope is part? (microscope, stethoscope, gyroscope, 
kaleidoscope) 

3. (a) Ina few sentences explain where codfish are found and what 
they are used for. (east coast, Atlantic Ocean, Grand Banks, 
etc.; food, oil, medicines, etc.) 

(b) What are five other fish that are found off the coasts of 
Canada? (salmon, herring, halibut, mackerel, etc.; accept 
answers pupils can justify by reference to a geography or 
other source book) 

4. (a) Find and write at least four words in addition to telephone 
that contain phon as a root. Use a large dictionary for help. 
(phonograph, phoneme, phonetic, microphone, etc.) 

(b) Choose one of the words you have found and write a sentence 
or two about it, explaining what it is, how it is used, or why you 
find it interesting. 

5. Ina book of word origins or an etymological dictionary, find the 
origins of two of the following that were once compound words: 
lord, barn, elbow. (OE hlaford, earlier hlafweard, guardian or 
ward of the loaf; OE bere-aern, barley-house; Teutonic, el-boga, 
arm-bending — cf. the old measure, the ell, the distance from the 
crook of the arm to the end of the fingers.) 

6. Write a paragraph explaining some of the differences between 
learning about news on television and learning about it through 
the newspaper. Be sure to make your points clearly. Proofread 
your paragraph. (Paragraphs should be read and discussed in 
small groups.) 
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UNIT 12 (Review) 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


This unit is intended to help consolidate and review the spelling 
learned to this point and to provide opportunities for teaching again 
words and principles that have proved difficult. Add to the list and 
provide practice material for other words commonly misspelled by 
your pupils. 

Try to present the review words as if they are new to the learners. 
Vary the approaches used as much as you can. Use games and any 
other devices that draw attention to the form of a word, the arrange- 
ment of its letters, and, where it occurs, the relationship of the 
written symbol to the sound it represents. Use the chalkboard, not 
only for your presentation but for pupils’ practice; and use large 
sheets of newspaper, letting children write words over the print in 
large letters. 

As usual, pre-test and eliminate from re-teaching words that all 
children spell correctly on the first dictation; and release from teach- 
ing all children who can already spell all the words correctly. Let 
them do the work for good spellers and/or assign them other interest- 
ing, self-rewarding tasks. 

Although the words in the list form a miscellaneous collection, they 
can be grouped in a variety of ways. A few groupings are suggested 
for your convenience: 
long a: raise, escape, straight, railway, possibly against 
long e: speech, needle, nineteen, disease, SS ATs real 
oo sounds: loose, good-bye 
prefixes: disease, suppose, absent, protect 
compounds: telegram, handkerchiefs, everybody, wherever, down- 

stairs, railway 
combination gh: cough, ghost, straight 
You may prefer to use other groupings such as words of one or two 
syllables, words that begin with consonant blends, or words that end 
with silent e. 
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Use the exercises pertaining to the words that your pupils mis- 


spelled, or that you think will be of value in arousing or maintaining 
interest even though pupils do not require the practice in spelling. As 
usual, all pupils should take the final dictation. 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: cough, everybody, 
good-bye, handkerchiefs, loose, quiet, raise, real, speech, straight, 
suppose. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. (a) absent, cause, handkerchiefs, raise, suppose; (b) raise, cause; 
(c) handkerchiefs 

2. (a) disease, speech, everybody; (b) good-bye; (c) disease; (d) every- 
body, wherever 

3. (a) quiet, awful, escape; (b) ghost, straight; (c) ghost, straight; (d) 
awful 

4. (a) telegram, railway; (b) against, st; (c) protect, protection; (d) 
highway, railroad; (e) loose, long vowel, /s/ 

5. (a) cough; (b) needle; (c) nineteen; (d) downstairs; (e) real 

6. speech, handkerchiefs, suppose 

7. (a) handkerchiefs; (b) suppose; (c) wherever; (d) absent; (e) quiet 

Extra Help 

1. (a) raise, against, downstairs, straight, railway; speech, needle, 
loose, nineteen; protect, suppose, ghost; cough; speech, 
handkerchiefs, wherever; cause; protect, cough, cause, escape; 
awful 

2. (a) straight, quiet, everybody, loose, against; (b) disease, absent, 
speech, suppose; (c) handkerchiefs, everybody, downstairs, nee- 
dle, absent, good-bye, disease 

3. (a) absent; protect; against, downstairs; handkerchiefs; protect; 
(b) beginning: protect, straight; end: absent, protect, against, 
ghost; middle: handkerchiefs, downstairs; (c) cough, ghost, 
straight; quiet; disease, real 

4. (a) straight; (b) everybody; (c) needle, nineteen, or wherever; (d) 


raise, disease, suppose, cause, downstairs 
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5. real, awful, telegram, railway, coughing, protect 
6. real, suppose, absent, loose, cause 


For Good Spellers 

1. (a) anybody, somebody; thirteen, etc.; telephone, telephoto, tele- 
graph, television, telethon, etc.; football, basketball, handball, etc.; 
autograph, automatic, autocrat, etc.; photograph, photographer, 
telephoto, etc.; (b) curfew: first syllable same as ker in kerchief, 
from Fr. cowvre, cover, few from Fr. feu, fire; lady: from OE 
hlaefdige, loaf-kneader; neighbour: from OE neahgebur, near 
dweller; dandelion: from Fr. dent de lion, lion’s tooth, referring to 
jagged shape of leaf 

2. head of a company or village or tribe, head of a kitchen or cooking 
operation 

3. (a) saddle, peddle, riddle, huddle, etc.; (b) off, doff; rough, tough; 

(c) present — 

professor, produce, propel, pronounce, prohibit, projector 

5. Accept answers pupils can defend and spell correctly. 


Naa 


UNIT 13 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


Of the words in this list, only thousand (from OE thusend) does not 
trace its origin to Greek and/or Latin, occasionally by way of Old 
French. You may want to encourage good spellers to find the origins 
of one or more of them. It is also interesting to note that the number 
system itself (and the word algebra) came to English by way of 
Arabic. 

Some of the words will be well known and should cause little 
difficulty; others may be practised during mathematics periods as 
well as during spelling time, with the advantage of the words being 
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used in a natural context. There are, however, ways of grouping the 
words. Multiplication, addition, division, and million all end with 
ton, but zon in the first three words is pronounced differently from 
ion in million. Point out that the syllable pronounced zhun as in 
division is usually spelled by one s plus zon. Subtract and addition 
have prefixes attached to stems that appear in other words: retract, 
distract, edition, condition. Pupils could make collections of words 
having the prefix sub: submarine, substitute, etc. The prefix pro in 
product is still used to form new words with the sense of for, or in 
favour of: pro-vegetarianism, for example. Divide and figure 
exemplify the effect of final e on a preceding vowel. In mathematics, 
draw attention to the arrangement of the vowels: a, e, a,2; the word 
looks plural but is generally used as a singular. 

Many of the exercises can benefit all students, because they illus- 
trate principles that can be applied to words other than those in the 
list. Ex. 2, 4, 6, and 7 may be used with all pupils, and Ex. 8 should 
certainly be given to good spellers as well as to average ones. 

Re-teaching should be limited to words that were misspelled, and 
should make use of the “Extra Help” exercises. These may be done 
orally or on the chalkboard with some pupils to ensure that directions 
are understood and pupils know how to follow them. All pupils should 
write the final dictation. 


Most commonly misspelled words appearing for the first time: 
amount, divide. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. (a) math; (b) plus; subtract, minus 

2. (a) division; (b) addition; (c) multiply; (d) subtraction 

3. (a) multiplication, djvision, million, addition; (b) figures, products, 
amounts, millions, thousands; (c) million, addition; (d) product, 
accept problems although pro is not a prefix in this word, subtract; 
(e) hectare, ha 

4. (a) figure, hectare, divide; (b) thousand, amount; (c) division, hec- 
tare 

5. (a) subtracting, dividing, figuring; (b) subtracted, divided, figured 
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6. tractor, additionally, unproductive, disfigured, millionaire; 
discuss meanings before requiring pupils to write sentences 

7. amount, divide, million, plus, multiplication, minus, problems, fig- 
ure 

8. Besure stories are proofread, legibly written, and shared by being 
read in small groups of students. 


EXTRA HELP 


1. (a) What operation does each of these signs stand for: +, x, +? 
(addition, multiplication, division) 
(b) What do these signs tell you to do: —, +? (subtract, divide) 
(c) What subject are you usually studying when you add, sub- 
tract, multiply, and divide? (math or mathematics) 

2. (a) Which words in the list are used for these signs: +, —? (plus, 

minus) 

(b) What name is given to the answer of a multiplication ques- 
tion? (product) 

(c) What word in the list means a thousand times a thousand? 
(million) 

(d) What word means ten times a hundred? (thousand) 

3. In which words of the list can you see these small words: mat, and, 
fig, add, prod,us? Underline the small word in each long word you 
have written. (math, mathematics, thousand, figure, addition, 
product, plus, minus, accept thowsand) 

4. (a) Which words begin with the consonant blend pr? (product, 

problems) 

(b) Which words end with the consonant blend ct? (subtract, 
product) 

(ce) Which word ends with the consonant blend nt? (amount) 

5. Some Riddles 
The answers are words in the list. 

(a) Remove my last three letters and I am the name of a fruit. 
(figure) 

(b) My first five letters mean a search or a hunt. (question) 

(c) Take my first letter away and I mean to climb onto. (amount) 

(d) You'll find the last part of me on a beach. (thousand) 
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1. (a) Write millionaire and explain its meaning. In a sentence or 
two explain why you would or would not want to be a million- 
aire. 

(b) How much is a thousand times a million? (billion) 

2. Write the words for 

(a) the distance around the outside of a rectangle. (perimeter) 

(b) the measurement of the surface of an object. (area) 

(c) 3 856 492. (three million, eight hundred and fifty-six thousand, 
four hundred and ninety-two) 

3. (a) Usefigure to show that you know two or three meanings for it. 
(e.g., to figure the cost, a numerical figure, a carved figure) 

(b) Algebra is a mathematical subject. Name at least two more. 
(geometry, trigonometry, calculus, bookkeeping, accounting, 
etc.) 

(c) Use the word product in its mathematical sense and in another 
sense as well. (the answer to a multiplication question; some- 
thing made or grown) 

4. Make up some mathematical spelling puzzles like the ones in 

Exercises 6 and 7 in your textbook. Use mathematical terms that 

do not appear in the list. 


UNIT 14 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


The long a sound is represented by several different letter combina- 
tions, only some of which appear in this word list. Words in which 
silent e makes the preceding vowel long are grape(s), paste, case, 
shape, locate(d), erase(r). Freight and the words based on eight use 
the e7gh spelling, as in slecgh. The aigh spelling as in straight is rare, 
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the gh remaining from the original pronunciation /strekt/; a7 as in 
trail, sailor, laid, is acommon spelling following the principle of the 
first vowel sounded, the second silent. The ey as in obey also occurs in 
they, sometimes grey; ea as in break also in great, steak. 

Only practice through repeated use can establish these variant 
spellings for students with poor visual memory. Have these students 
trace the words as they say and spell them. Try to introduce difficult 
words naturally into other written assignments so that they may be 
used in “real” contexts. 

The exercises provide different kind of practice. Be sure that the 
directions are understood. Ex. 1, for example, should be done orally 
with poor spellers, written on the chalkboard, the work erased, and 
only then assigned as seatwork. 

As always, re-teach as necessary, using “Extra Help” and games 
for additional practice. All pupils should write the dictated words at 
least twice, in the pre-test and in one of the tests following the 
re-teaching. 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: break, laid, straight; 
appearing for the first time: eighth. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. ai: trail, sailor, laid; aigh: straight; ea: break; a-e: grapes, paste, 
case, shape, located, eraser; a: navy; eigh: freight, eighth, eighty, 
eighteen; ey: obey 

2. (a) sail, grape, locate, lay, erase; (b) sails, sailed, sailing; (c) 
locating, location; (d) obeys, obeyed, obeying 

3. (a) freighter, breaker; (b) trailer; (c) grapevine; (d) straight- 
forward; (e) naval 

4. (a) grape; (b) eighty-eight, one-eighth, eighteen plus eight; (c) they 

5. ease, freight, paste, trail, located, laid, eighteen, break, obey, 

sailor, eraser, navy 

6. (a) disobey, dislocated; dis has a negative effect; (b) shapeless, 
without shape; (c) Both have a negative effect on the meaning of 
the base word. 

7. Stories or conversations may be acted out in small groups. 
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EXTRA HELP 


1. (a) Write words from the list that begin with each letter of the 
word post. (paste; obey; straight, shape, sailor; trail) 

(b) Which words in the list contain the letters gh? (freight, 
straight, eighth, eighty, eighteen) 

(c) Which words begin with a vowel? (obey, eighth, eighty, eigh- 
teen, eraser) 

2. Which words in the list 

(a) end with the letter y? Which of these has a vowel before the y? 
(obey, eighty, navy; obey) 

(b) begin with two consonants? (freight, grapes, break, desisepe 
trail) 

(c) end with the letter d? (located, laid) 

(d) can be written in the past tense by adding d or ed? Write the 
past tense too. (freighted, pasted, cased, obeyed, shaped, 
trailed) 

3. (a) Write all the words in the list that have the letter r. Then 
rearrange them in alphabetical order. (break, eraser, freight, 
grapes, sailor, straight, trail) 

(b) List all the two-syllable words in alphabetical order. (eigh- 
teen, eighty, navy, obey, sailor) 

4. Answer these questions with words from the list. 

(a) What two objects are often used at school or in an office? 
(paste, eraser) 

(b) What two words can be used to describe a direct path? 
(straight trail) 

(c) What words can be used in writing about ships at sea? 
(freight, sailor, navy) 


FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


1. (a) Write reindeer. Use the first syllable in a plural form in a 
sentence about riding or driving an animal. 
(b) After the word dairy, list as many dairy products as you can 
think of. (milk, cream, sour or ice cream, cheese, butter, 
yogurt, etc.) 
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. What are antonyms of straight, obey, break, laid? Use a dictionary 


of synonyms and antonyms if you wish. (crooked, curved, zigzag; 
disobey, refuse; mend; lifted, raised; accept words pupils can 
defend) 


. Some Puzzles 


(a) Make two words by subtracting one letter at a time from 
shape. You may change the order of the letters. (e.g., heap, 
ape) 

(b) Make three words from grapes by taking away one letter at a 
time. (e.g., reaps, pear, ear) 


. (a) Goods can be shipped by freight. In what other ways may they 


be shipped? (express, mail; accept answers pupils can justify) 

(b) An eraser is useful when you write. List three or four other 
things that might be useful for writing. (pen, pencil, paper, 
typewriter, etc.) 


. For Fun 


The same letters are used to spell both parts of the word pairs that 
match the definitions given here. Look at the example and then 
figure out the word pairs. (One word of each pair is in the word 
list.) Example: extra lance = spare spear. 

(a) gluey gush = (paste spate) 

(b) rubber scorcher = (eraser searer) 

(c) form piles = (shape heaps) 

(d) shatter stopper = (break brake) 


UNIT 15 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


You might introduce the words by reading the following paragraph, 
ona slower, second reading, either write the words on the chalkboard 
as they are pronounced or have pupils write them as a pre-test. 
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The musical group had excellent voices. It sang mostly folk songs, 
but it also had an interesting piece especially written for it by its 
leader, Johnny Makepeace, and sung with the accompaniment of a 
single violin. He asked the audience to think up atitle for the lead 
song, which was very lively with ezghth and sixteenth notes danc- 
ing along. The members of the growp were popular with their 
audience, and drew a big laugh when they said that they had 
learned to sing and play in two easy lessons. No way could they 
make anyone believe that! 


Special emphasis should be placed on the words that are commonly 
misspelled. Ex. 4 and 5 direct attention to the relationships between 
the sounds and the letters in the written word, and to the structure of 
the words. Use them as part of the teaching process. In ezghth, errors 
tend to occur in the ghth combination, and in believe the most common 
error is to write ez for 7e. Three words, easy, lead, leader, use ea to 
spell the sound of long e and two, believe and piece, use ze. Careful 
pronunciation of violin in three syllables should help avoid a 
misspelling. Lessons and written have double consonants pointing to 
preceding short vowels. Watch for the ar in popular, the ou ingroup, 
and the silent / in folk. Children should also spell folks and know its 
meanings of people or family. 

Because there are somany commonly misspelled words in this unit, 
considerable re-teaching may be needed following each dictation of 
the words, until they are mastered by most pupils. Add difficult 
words to succeeding word lists, and provide extra practice for poor 
spellers during odd moments of the school day, maintaining motiva- 
tion with encouragement and praise. 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: believe, easy, eighth, 
lead, written; appearing for the first time: interesting, lessons, piece. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. (a) one voice; (b) violin; (c) leader; (d) folk singer; (e) eighth note; 
(f) special Christmas songs, e.g., carols; (g) popular 
‘2. Accept children’s opinions. 
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3. (a) long and short e 
4. (a) lead, believe, easy, especially, leader, piece; (b) written; (c) 
write; (d) folk; folks, people, close relatives; (e) voice, piece 
5. (a) especially, special; (b) group; (c) lessons; (d) popular 
6. (a) lesson, piece, title, leader; (b) believing, leading, writing; e 
dropped; (c) ze spelling long e; final silent e; (d) especially 
7. (a) title; (b) piece; (c) group; (d) they have been written; (e) lessons 
8. (a) violinist; (b) untitled; (c) popularity 
EXTRA HELP 
1. Which words in the list 
(a) end with 7n, ar, le, al, er, en? (violin, popular, title, special, 
leader, written) 
(b) begin with v? (violin, voice) 
2. (a) Which words in the list also have their base words in the list? 
Write the base words too. (especially, special; leader, lead) 
(b) Which words have the base words ease, write, interest, eight? 
(easy, written, interesting, eighth) 
3. (a) Which words in the list mean the opposite of: doubt, unpopu- 
lar, hard, boring? (believe, popular, easy, interesting) 
(b) Which word means a part of something? (piece) 
(c) Which word is in the plural form? (lessons) 
4. Answer with a word from the list. 


(a) What comes between seventh and ninth? (eighth) 

(b) What needs a bow but is not an arrow? (violin) 

(c) What word becomes food to eat or drink when its first two 
letters are changed to s? (group-soup) 

(d) Write the word polka. Change p tof and dropa. What word do 
you have? (folk) 


FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


LF 


(a) What are two or three synonyms for /eader? (conductor, chief, 
captain, head, etc.) 
(b) What is a synonym for written? (Clue: Look up write in a 


82 UNIT 16 


dictionary or book of synonyms.) (inscribed, penned, scrib- 

bled, scrawled, composed, etc.) | 

What are two antonyms of popular? of interesting? (anpopu- 

lar, disliked, hated, detested, etc.; uninteresting, dull, boring, 

ete.) 

Write title and tittle. Explain why the first word has one t and 

the second two t’s. (The first has a long vowel and the first 

syllable ends with the vowel; the second has a short vowel and 
the first syllable ends with a consonant, t; the second t is part 
of the second syllable. Accept any explanation that shows an 
understanding of the principle.) 
(b) What do these mean: tzttle-tattle; not a jot or tittle? (gossip, 
tale-bearing; not the tiniest bit or part) 

3. (a) List four or five musical instruments that, like the violin, are 
part of an orchestra. (piano, cello, bass viol, trumpet, French 
horn, clarinet, drum, etc.) 

(b) What title is given to the leader of an orchestra? (conductor) 
(c) What does he or she use in conducting the orchestra? (baton, 
score) 

4. (a) How would you explain the difference between folk and popu- 
lar music? 

(b) What is your favourite kind of music? In a few sentences 
explain why. 


(c 


— 


2. 1a 


—_ 


UNIT 16 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


This unit may be combined with the teaching of plural forms in a 
language lesson, using Ex. 1, 2, and part of 5 during that period. 
Dictate the words and re-teach in time normally set aside for spelling. 
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A good language arts program should be thoroughly integrated so 
that every part of it is seen as related to the whole. 

Ex. 1 illustrates the plural forms presented in the unit. Note that 
there is no example of the noun that ends in y preceded by a vowel, 
e.g., key, keys; boy, boys. Words that end ins (usually ss), x,z, sh, and 
ch add es and therefore an extra syllable in their plural forms. Words 
that end in y preceded by a consonant generally change y to? and add 
es. (With good spellers compare the addition of a vowel suffix to any 
word ending in y preceded by a consonant, e.g., friendliest, occupier.) 
In each category pupils should be able to supply additional examples 
of the applied principle: dogs, roses, princesses, scratches, flies, foxes, 
etc. Words ending in y tend to be a common cause of error in the 
plural form. Provide as much practice as is needed and have children 
correct the error when it occurs in their daily writing. 

For many children the exercises should be supplemented not only 
with “Extra Help” materials but with additional practice exercises 
you make up, using the textbook and “Extra Help” exercises as 
models. 

If you presented the words originally as examples of singular and 
plural forms, use a different approach in re-teaching. For example, 
factory and secretary both have suffixes added to base words; have 
pupils circle the different letter in the suffixes and underline the base 
words. Hatch and match are rhyming words; what other words do 
pupils know that contain the segment atch, e.g., catch, satchel, 
snatch? Have them note particularly the t before ch. Address, loss, 
and kisses all have double s; note that the sound /k/before 7? is spelled 
k. In enemy poor spellers often transpose n and m. 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: address, house. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. (b) by adding s or es, and by changing final y to 7 and adding es 

2. (a) hatches, matches, ranches; (b) factories, secretaries, enemies; 
(c) promises, secrets, hatchets 

3. (a) kisses, benches, matches, pears; kiss, bench, match, pear; (b) 
loss, address; losses, addresses; (c) enemy, reply, factory, secre- 
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tary; enemies, replies, factories, secretaries; (d) hatch, ranch, 
match; hatches, ranches, matches 

4. (a) tax; (b) hatchet; (c) reply; (d) promise; (e) secretary; (f) address 

5. (a) house, hatch, tax, ranch, loss, match, pears; (b) houses, hatches, 
taxes, ranches, losses, matches; (c) pears; (d) secret(s), tax(es), 
hatchet(s) 

6. kisses, secret, promise, hatchet, benches, address, reply, matches; 
enemy, factory; secretary; plurals of address and promise add a 
syllable 

7. (a) hatchet; (b) ranch; (c) factory; (d) match 

8. mix or match, strike a match; the hatch of a ship, hatch eggs; 
address a letter, write an address on a letter, deliver an address 


EXTRA HELP 


1. Write the words in the list that 

(a) end with es. (kisses, benches, matches) 

(b) have the letter group atch. (hatch, hatchet, match, matches) 

(c) you can find in other words in the list, and then write the 
words they are found in. (secret, secretary, hatch, hatchet, 
match, matches) 

2. Which word in the list 

(a) means the opposite of friend? (enemy) 

(b) means answer? (reply) 

(c) has in it the word fact? (factory) 

(d) names a place to live in? (house) 

3. (a) Write pears, and five words from the list that begin with the 
five letters of pears. (promise, enemy, address, ranch or reply, 
secret or secretary) 

(OD). FEES dx (i) Complete these words from 
eee eS the list. (tax, loss, enemy, 
ee ery secret, promise) 
sie: duty Lot 7 jes t (ii) Arrange the first letters of 
to eet tepeat: oxiiney: e the words to spell a five- 

letter word. (slept or pelts) 

4. (a) Some words can go together in pairs, like house and home. 
Write house and home as your example, and then complete 
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the following pairs of words. The missing member of the pair 
is in the list. 


love and ______ (kisses) horses on a _______ (ranch) 
friend and ______ (enemy) profit and ______ (loss) 

(b) Which words from the list might you use to complete these? 
________ a letter (address pick the ______ (pears) 

or reply to) 
_____ the eggs (hatch) chop with a _____ (hatchet) 
sit on the ________ (benches) visit a _______ (house or 
factory) 

ightithe<4 2 .(match keep your _______ (promise) 


or matches) 


FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


1. (a) Write canary and the names of two other birds that are kept 
as caged pets. (budgie, parrot, finch) 

(b) Write cherries and its singular form. What other fruits have 
stones or pits like the cherry? (peach, apricot, nectarine, plum, 
etc.) 

(c) Add the usual! verb endings to crack. Then add other endings 
to make words from crack, or use crack as part of compound 
words. (cracks, cracked, cracking; cracker, crackle, etc.; 
crackbrained, crackpot, crackerjack, etc.) 

2. (a) List as many words as you can that contain the small word 

fact. A dictionary will help. (manufacture, factual, factor, etc.) 

“(b) List as many words as you can that contain the small word taw. 
(taxable, taxation, taxi, taxidermy, etc.) 

(c) What is a synonym for enemy? (foe, adversary) 

3. (a) Makea verb by adding e to secret, and use the verb to show its 
meaning. (secrete, to hide) 

(b) Replace the prefix of address with two other prefixes. Tell 
what the new words mean. (undress, redress; disrobe, repay 
or make amends) 

4. (a) Write words that rhyme with pears but spell the rhyming part 
differently. Try to find four different spellings of the rhyming 
part. (shares, stairs, prayers, theirs, etc.) 
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(b) Without looking in a dictionary write at least five words that 
begin, like kisses, with k followed by short 7. (kill, kick, kin, 
kindle, kiln, kidney, ete.) 

5. (a) From each word and the letter after it make a new word by 
rearranging the letters, like this: host + e becomes those. 
loss + w = (slows) pears + t = (repast) 

(b) From match and house take a letter at a time to make smaller 
words, like this: meat — e = mat, mat — m = at. (e.g., match, 
math, mat, at; house, hose, she, he) 


UNIT 17 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


It is important that the words in the list have meaning for the 
children who have to study them. Use the paragraphs and the picture 
in the pupils’ text to provide context for the words, and, if the 
geography and the industries of Canada are part of the social studies 
program, fit the words into social studies classes so that children 
recognize their value and know why they are being studied. 

Have a good reader among your pupils read the paragraphs aloud 
and have other pupils write the words from the list on the chalkboard 
as they occur. Have pupils suggest other contexts in which they may 
be used, e.g., The table is made of pine; My uncle uses a tractor on the 
farm; I don’t owe any money; Pirates walked the plank. 

Busy is a difficult but familiar word; note the unusual spelling for 
the short 27 sound, and use Ex. 5(c) to derive business and possibly 
busyness. Logging and dropped illustrate the principle of doubling 
the final consonant in a one-syllable word containing a single short 
vowel followed by a single consonant. Note that dock already has two 
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consonants at the end and so no doubling is required when an ending 
is added. Derive the verb forms of dock and owe. Have pupils identify 
or in tractor (from Latin tract-, pull, and the suffix or indicating the 
doer of an action); compare with doctor, professor. Watch for but do 
not emphasize the two common errors in the spelling of Canadian — 
the omission of the second a and the transposition of 7 anda in the 
suffix. 

' Select the exercises that are useful for your pupils. Not all pupils 
should be expected to do them all. Pupils who know how to spell all 
the words in the list should be excused from the assignment. 

All pupils should write the dictated words at least twice — as a 
pre-test and close to the conclusion of the teaching. For variety, 
dictate the words in the context of the unit theme. Have the children 
write only the words being taught. Suggested sentences for the last 
dictation: 

The pine tree is important to the logging and lumber industry. 

Canadian pine is valuable for lumber and pulpwood, and is one of 

our major exports to foreign countries. The tractor is a useful piece 

of equipment in the forests. It hauls the logs and finished planks. 

Even on the loading docks, tractors are busy doing their job. We 

have only begun to understand how valuable our forests are and 

how much we owe them. In some places we were almost too late to 
save our forest environment. 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: almost, busy, dropped. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. (a) Accept answers pupils can justify. (b) lumber, Canadian 

3. (a) A tree is about to fall. (b) plank: a board made from the original 
log; (c) exports, begun, almost 

4. (a) begin; 7 became w; (b) log, drop; ing, ed; logged, dropping; (c) 
owing; final e dropped; (d) export 

5. (a) imports; (b) subtract; (c) business, busyness; business: com- 
merce, busyness: being busy; (d) own 

6. (a) i, ii, iv, v; (b) ii, iv, v; (c) Accept students’ answers. 

7. Stories should be read and checked and, above all, valued. 
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EXTRA HELP 


1. Which word in the list 

(a) begins with a capital letter? (Canadian) 

(b) has the prefix ex? (exports) 

(c) has one vowel and four consonants? (plank or clock) 

(d) rhymes with clock? (dock) 

2. (a) Which two words have double consonants? Underline the 
double consonants. (dropped, logging) 

(b) Write the words that begin with consonant blends (two con- 
sonants, both sounded). (plank, dropped, clock, tractor) 

(c) Find in the list and write: a three-letter word beginning witha 
vowel; a four-letter word beginning with 0); a five-letter word 
ending with n; a six-letter word ending with7r; a seven-letter 
word ending with ed. (owe, busy, begun, lumber, dropped) 

3. (a) Which two words in the list, taken together, mean a tree 
grown in Canada? (Canadian pine) 

(b) Which word means not quite? (almost) 

(c) Which word is plural? (exports) 

(d) What is the past tense of the verb begin? (begun) 

4. Answer with a word from the list. 

(a) What is a citizen of Canada called? (Canadian) 

(b) What is an important forest industry? (logging) 

(c) What is another word for a board? (plank) 

(d) What word is used to complete this comparison: 
bee? (busy) 


as a 





FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


1. (a) Use the word ave in a sentence to explain in what way the 
sound of a in this word does not match its spelling. (Silent e 
does not make the a long.) 

(b) Why is pulpwood a good name for the material from which 
paper is made? Use pulpwood in a sentence of explanation. 
(Wood is ground into a pulp in preparation for making paper.) 

(c) What are the base words of planed and planned? Explain why 
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planed has one n and planned two n’s. (plane, plan; to make 
the a long, to make the a short) 

(d) Make up a sentence using shipment to show its meaning. The 
suffix ment is usually the sign of a noun. List three or four 
other words that end with this suffix. (equipment, require- 
ment, employment, etc.) 

2. (a) Make as many words as you can by changing the prefix ex of 
exports. (reports, imports, transports, deports) 

(b) Underline the base word port in the words you have made. 
Make additional words by adding suffixes such as ation and 
er. (reporter, importation, transportation, importer, etc.) 

(c) Find the root or base word of tractor by removing the suffix. 
Make as many words as you can from the base by adding 
prefixes. Check with a dictionary to make sure you have made 
real words and know what they mean. Then make words by 
adding suffixes to the base word. (protract, retract, distract, 
contract, extract; traction, tractable, retractable, etc.) 

3. (a) What is the fruit of the pine tree called? To what family of 
trees does the pine belong? (cone; conifer or evergreen) 

(b) What kind of axe was once used as a weapon in war? (battle- 
axe) 


UNIT 18 (Review) 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


The review list may be used as a mid-term test, to show pupils how 
they have fared, but also to identify and diagnose spelling difficulties. 
Teaching should be specific, emphasizing the correct spelling of 
misspelled words with those pupils who have made the errors. For. 
the small group of children who have made many errors, it may be 
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advisable to slow down and spend more time on the words presented 
to this point in the term; with good spellers it is better to go on, so that 
you may well have two or even three groups for spelling, working at 
different speeds and levels of difficulty. 

For those children who need re-teaching, the words may be 
grouped according to similarities in sound or structure. (Children’s 
errors will suggest other possible groupings. ) 

double consonants: lessons, address, especially 

suffix or: sailor, tractor 

suffix ly: especially 

long a: sailor, Canadian, freight, located, eighth, obey 

final silent e: voice, piece, title, divide, believe 

ending in y: secretary, factory, especially 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: address, almost, amount, 
believe, divide, eighth, interesting, lessons, piece. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. sailors, secretaries, voices, pieces, matches, Canadians, addresses, 
titles, products, tractors, amounts, factories; lesson 

2. (a) almost, begun, believe, divide, eighth, especially, freight, 
interesting, located, obey; (b) voice, piece, match, freight, eighth; 
(c) eighth 

3. (a) eighth; (b) voice; (c) address; (d) obey; (e) freight 

4. Canadian, title, eighth, secretary, especially, begun, piece 

5. (a) voice, piece; (b) sailor, tractor; (c) voice, piece, title, locate, 
divide, believe; (d) sailor, Canadian, freight, located, eighth 

6. (a)interested; (b) obedience; (c) location; (d) belief; (e) division; (f) 
sailboat; (g) entitled; (h) invoice 

7. (a) manufacture; (b) produce; (c) undivided; (d) dressing 

8. voice, piece, match, title, tractor, amount, divide, obey 


Extra Help 

1. (a) sailor, secretary, tractor, factory, interesting; (b) secretary, 
address, product, tractor, freight; (c) freight, eighth; (d) almost, 
amount, product 
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(a) eighth, amount, lessons, product; (b) product, especially, 
interesting, almost; (c) piece, believe 


. (a) freight, eighth, obey; (b) believe, begun; (c) sailor, lessons, 


match, Canadian, address, product, tractor, amount, freight, 
located, eighth, almost, begun, interesting; (d) lessons, address, 
especially; (e) voice, divide, believe 

freight, eighth, voice, amount, piece, believe, obey 

(a) match; (b) secretary; (c) almost; (d) sailor; (e) address 


For Good Spellers 


i 


conductor, engineer, pilot, flight attendant, maintenance workers, 
etc.; accept answers children can justify 


. (a)typist, manager, business machine operator, file clerk, account- 


ant, etc.; (b) Answers should reflect local conditions. 

(a) sum, remainder, quotient; (b) especially: mainly, particularly; 
answer: n., reply, response, v., reply, respond; amount: n., sum, 
total, aggregate, v., usually amounts to: adds up to, is; interesting: 
pleasing, absorbing, having interest; location: site, place, locality 
(a) voice, piece, match, address, title, amount, freight; (b) sculptor: 
one who does sculpture; professor: one who teaches, literally 
speaks out or for; motor—a mover, generator, dictator, spectator, 
visitor, editor, all from Latin roots 

Check everything you write for correct spelling; solve a message, 
decipher 


UNIT 19 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


Use children’s interest in sports and the pictures in the text to rouse 
interest in the words. The words in this unit illustrate the sources 
from which English has drawn its stock of words —parachute from 
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Italian, score from OF, skis from Old Norse, toboggan from North 
American Indian, and words borrowed from Latin, e.g., junior, 
senior, captain, final, sport, course. 

Teach to in context, having pupils supply examples of the use of the 
preposition: to school, to the girl, to eat, etc. It may be necessary to 
differentiate to from two, but do not discuss too unless pupils mention 
it. Teach toward with to and have children supply words that are 
similarly formed, such as backward and forward. 

The spelling ow represents three different vowel sounds in the 
words in this unit. Consider the list words as parts of ow families that 
children give you: through — you, soup, route, etc.; shouted — out, 
amount, count, etc.; course — four, pour, source, etc. 

Finally has the stem fin (confine, refine, define, etc.) to which have 
been added two suffixes, al and ly. The double /, often a source of 
error, is a result of adding ly to a word already ending with /. 

Having presented through as part of an ow group, teach threw and 
have pupils give you sentences using the homonyms in context, e.g., 
The child threw the ball through the hoop. Let them write the 
sentences on the chalkboard where you can immediately correct 
errors. 

Have children note that the sound /k/ is spelled c, as in score, 
course, captain, when followed by a “hard” vowel @,o,u) and k when 
followed by a “soft” vowel (e, 7); have them give examples that 
support this spelling principle, e.g., car, case, comb, cuddle; kettle, 
keep, kitten, kind. 

Since so many words in this unit have proved difficult to spell, 
special care should be taken in explaining the exercises. Answers 
should be checked and errors corrected as soon as possible. 

In re-teaching, eliminate the words that all pupils spelled correctly 
on the pre-test and on the dictation following the initial teaching. You 
may have to dictate, correct, and re-teach several times before most 
pupils have mastered most of the words. Note the words that proved 
especially difficult and re-introduce them into spelling or other les- 
sons from time to time. Have all pupils write the final test on all the 
words before going on to the next unit. 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: captain, passed, to, 
toward; appearing for the first time: course, finally, threw, through. 
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ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


ive) 


. (b) skis; Old Norse; skiing; double 7, rarely used in English; (c) 


originally the comparative forms of adjectives meaning young and 
old, as they still do in some contexts 


. Be sure a word from the list is used in each answer. 
.. (a) score; (b) shout; (c) final; (d) passed; (e) toss 
. (a) threw, throw, throws; passed, pass, passes; shouted, shout, 


shouts; (b) toward implies motion in the direction of its object, e.g., 
I threw the ball toward home plate, in contrast to I threw the ball 
to the pitcher; (c) The first / is part of the base word; the second is 
part of the suffix. 

(a) through, threw 

(a) finally, toboggan, passed, toss; (b) through, course, shouted; (c) 
skis, senior, sport, score, shouted; (d) toboggan, captain; (e) 
through, skis, threw, sport, score; (f) parachute, course, score 


EXTRA HELP 


Which words from the list fit these spaces? 


ee ee (threw) 
bait aorys Seeger nutat | (through) 
g tyabiarr Cereee, bvrye oe (parachute) 


(a) Which two words in the list begin with th? (through, threw) 

(b) Which two words begin withs followed by another consonant? 
(skis, sport, score, shouted) 

(c) Which two words contain in themselves two other words in 
the list? Write the smaller words as well. (finally, toward) 


. Juggling with Words 


(a) Write passed and toss. Take ed from passed and add it to toss. 
(pass, tossed) 

(b) Exchange the first three letters of junior and senior. What 
words do you have? (senior, junior) 

Which words in the list 

(a) have the following smaller words in them: out, ward, cap, bog? 
(shouted, toward, captain, toboggan) 
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(b) can be made into plural forms by adding s? (parachute, junior, 
final, senior, sport, course, score, toboggan, captain) 
5. Write words from the list that 
(a) have the sound /k/. Circle the letter that spells the sound. 
(skis, course, Score, captain) 
(b) have only one syllable. (through, skis, threw, sport, course, 
score, passed, to, toss) 


FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


1. (a) Write throughout and another compound word using through 
that means a main road. (throughway) 

(b) Explain what is unusual about the spelling of skiing. Write the 
word and underline the base word. (double 7; ski) 

(c) Write crowd and at least one synonym for crowd. (mob, host, 
throng) 

2. (a) Use the word course to show two different meanings. (a 
program of studies; a route, e.g., the ship’s course; the course 
of events) 

(b) A toboggan is used for sliding or for pulling loads over a 
slippery surface. Name another object used for the same 
purposes. (snowmobile, travois, sled, sleigh, etc.) 

(c) Write two or three words you might use in a sentence instead 
of shouted. (yelled, bellowed, hollered, screamed, called, etc.) 

3. (a) What is the base of finally? What are three or four words that 
have the same base? They will have the idea of end, or bezng 
held within limits. (finalist, finish, finis, define, definition, 
confine, ete.) 

(b) Make a compound word using sports as the first part. 
(sportsman, sportswear, sportscast, etc.) 

4. (a) How is the game of hockey scored? (by counting the goals 
scored) 

(b) Pick your favourite game and list the equipment used in it. 

(c) Name at least three team sports. (volleyball, baseball, basket- 
ball, soccer, football, lacrosse, ete.) 

5. Describe something that happened before, during, or after a game 

that showed good sportsmanship. 
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UNIT 20 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


The unit deals with two different principles —formation of the past 
tense of verbs and comparison of adjectives—and with some classes 
it might be wise to teach it as two distinct lessons. Having presented 
and established both ideas it should then be possible to draw them 
together as examples of words changing according to use and mean- 
ing. 

Pupils should be sure of the meaning of present and past tenses of 
verbs before being required to do exercises based on tense. The unit 
makes use of spelling principles with which children should be famil- 
iar but which some will not have mastered. For example, slip and quit 
double the final consonant before adding an ending beginning with a 
vowel: slipped, slipping, quitted, quitting; fry and try change y to7 
before adding ed and es but retain the y before ing: try, tries, tried, 
trying. Verbs such as fight, think, speak, break, shine, and know, all 
old words, are exceptions to the general pattern of forming the past 
tense by adding ed. The change of tense is shown by a change in the 
internal vowel: fought, thought, etc. Knowledgeable pupils should be 
able to give additional examples of such verbs, e.g., drink, eat, write, 
read, ride, sing; these are all everyday words, of Old English origin. 
Both fought and thought have silent gh, leftovers of sounds that have 
disappeared; the k of known is another such leftover. Note too the 
silent w in bwilt and the silent t in fasten. 

In teaching the spelling of comparative and superlative forms of 
adjectives, apply the principles learned earlier: y changes to7z before 
an ending that begins with a vowel, e.g., easier, loneliest; the finale is 
dropped before a vowel ending, e.g., closer, closest. 

Note that some of the words in the list may be used as more than 
one part of speech, ie., break, paw, slip, shine, close. Advanced pupils 
may be interested to know that the past tense of shine is shined when 
the verb has an object:/ shined my shoes, and shone when there is no 
object: The sun shone brightly. 
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Assign the exercises on the basis of how you have taught the 
words, and be sure that all children know what is expected of them 
and understand the terminology, i.e., present and past tense, com- 
parison of adjectives. 

Re-teach only those words that have actually been misspelled. The 
errors made will also indicate the kinds of grouping of words that will 
best reinforce the correct spellings. Always dictate the words in 
context, and in re-teaching this unit place more emphasis on meaning 
than on grammatical terminology. Do not keep the hard core of poor 
spellers working at the unit so long that interest is lost and 
discouragement sets in. Instead, cut the number of words to be 
mastered and reserve the more difficult ones for further teaching at 
a later time. 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: break, close, easy, 
remember, tries; appearing for the first time: built, thought. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. (a) build, speak, fight, think; (b) broke, remembered, shone, fast- 
ened; (c) try; (d) fries, fried; changed y to 7; (e) know, knowing 

2. (a) with a consonant; (b) slipping, slipper; quitting, quitter; 
slipped; (c) slippery; it was doubled 

3. (a) closer, closest; (b) proud, prouder, proudest; cold, colder, 
coldest; fast, faster, fastest; dark, darker, darkest; large, larger, 
largest; small, smaller, smallest; warm, warmer, warmest; bright, 
brighter, brightest 

4. (a) lonelier, loneliest; (b) easier, easiest; busier, busiest; funnier, 
funniest 

5. (a) as a noun, naming word; as a verb, doing word; (b) pawed, 
pawing; (c) e.g., Did the dog hurt its paws? How wildly the horse 
paws the ground! (d) paw 

6. (a) fasten, fought, fry; (b) shine, slip, spoke; (c) paw 

7. speak, speaking; slipping, slipped, slipped; pay, paying; fight, 
fighting, fought; shining, shone, shone; breaking, broke, broken; 
think, thinking, thought; know, knowing, knew 
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EXTRA HELP 


1. (a) Which words in the list rhyme with grown, joke, dry, Septem- 

ber, guilt? (known, spoke, fry, remember, built) 
(b) What are the base words of slipping, fastener, pawing, quit- 
ting? (slip, fasten, paw, quit) 
(ce) What is the present tense of these verbs: tried, shone, broke? 
(try, shine, break) 
(d) What is the past tense of these verbs: fight, think, build, paw? 
(fought, thought, built, pawed) 

2. (a) List in alphabetical order the words in the list that begin with 
pr, cl, fr, tr. (close, fried, fries, fry, proud, tries) 

(b) Arrange in alphabetical order all the words that begin with s. 
(shine, slip, spoke) 

(c) Arrange in alphabetical order the words that end with y. 
(easy, fry, lonely) 

3. (a) In which words of the list do you see these smaller words: 
poke, lone, fast, lip, it, ought, member? (spoke, lonely, fasten, 
slip, quit, fought and thought, remember) 

(b) Which words begin and end with the same letter? (thought, 
remember) 

4. Find the words that have 

(a) five letters, with z the middle letter. (tries, built, shine, fries, 
fried) 

(b) five letters, with o the middle letter. (spoke, proud, close) 

(c) five letters, with 7 as one of the letters. (proud, tries, break, 
fries, fried) 


FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


1. (a) Write crazy and two more words that begin with cr plus long 
a. (e.g., cradle, crane, crayon, crate, crave, etc.) 
(b) Write the single words that mean more crazy and most crazy. 
(crazier, craziest) 
2. (a) List at least five other words that, like proud and lonely, may 
be used to describe how people feel. (happy, sad, sorrowful, 
cheerful, ashamed, guilty, merry, tired, angry, etc.) 
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(b) What part of a bird’s body serves the same purpose as an 
animal’s paw? (claw, wing) 

(c) What word can be used as a synonym for the noun thought? 
(idea, concept) 

3. (a) In the sentence, “The knight fought mightily,” substitute for 
the word fought at least two other words or groups of words 
without changing the meaning of the sentence. (struggled, 
joined in combat, grappled with his foes, battled, etc.) 

(b) Similarly, substitute words for spoke to in the sentence: “The 
girl spoke to the creature crouching near the tree.” 
(addressed, whispered to, hissed at, shouted at, talked to, etc.) 

4. (a) Shine and quit have two different ways of forming the past 
tense. What are the two forms and when would you use one or 
the other? (shone, intransitive: The sun shone brightly; 
shined, transitive: We shined the silver; guzt: The man quit his 
job; The members quitted the club, i.e., departed from.) 

(b) Add a suffix to fasten to make a noun. Name at least three 
other things that can be used to fasten something. (fastener, 
fastening; lock, zipper, button, hook and eye, pin, etc.) 

5. Make a design for wrapping paper or wallpaper using whatever 

words in the list you like. Use coloured chalk, paint, or crayon. 


UNIT 21 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


The word stories at the beginning of the unit may lead interested 
students to search for other stories of word origins. Encourage this 
kind of effort. 

There are various ways of grouping the words for presentation and 
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to help children remember through association. Mirror, slippers, 
ribbon, umbrella, zipper, collar all have double consonants. Except in 
mirror, the double consonant is signalled by the preceding short 
vowel; that is, the pronunciation of the preceding vowel supplies a 
strong clue to the spelling. Pupils are sometimes amused to hear the 
effect of writing only a single consonant: the preceding vowel might 
be pronounced long. (Caution: avoid writing the incorrect spelling; 
you don’t want pupils to receive an incorrect visual image of the 
words. ) 

Pleasant and leather are both examples of ea spelling the sound of 
short e. Note also the suffix ant of pleasant, stressing the a. 
Slippers, gloves, stockings, shoes, clothes, socks, beads are all plural 
forms; clothes has no singular form but it represents a plural idea. In 
these words note particularly the spelling of short w in gloves (com- 
pare love, mother, etc.) and the in clothes. Shoes is such a familiar 
word that the unusual spelling of the vowel sound may not cause a 
problem. Perfume has the prefix per, through; some pupils will prob- 
ably know the present meaning of fume. 

Most of the exercises in this unit provide language experience 
beyond the spelling of the words and may be done by all pupils if you 
wish. 

All pupils should take the dictation following the completion of the 
exercises. Re-teach only those words that have been misspelled. 
Usually, re-teaching is most effective if done with small groups of 
pupils who had the same errors, gradually eliminating from the 
process words as they are mastered, and assigning related language 
work to pupils as they attain mastery. 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: clothes, pleasant, shoes. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. (a) socks, stockings; (b) slippers; (c) collar; (d) gloves, shoes, slip- 
pers; (e) zipper; (f) perfume; (g) mirror 

2. Accept correctly constructed sentences that use words from the 
list. 
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3. (a) nail, clothes, socks, gloves, shoes, beads; (b) rib/bon, mir/ror, 
zip/per, slip/pers, col/lar; (c) feather, leather, perfume, pleasant, 
stockings, umbrella 

4. clothes, sock, slipper, stocking, glove, shoe, bead 

5. gloves, collar, zipper, socks, mirror, umbrella, beads, shoes 

6. (a) gloves, umbrella, clothes, stockings; (b) gloves, slippers, per- 
fume, nail, ribbon, stockings, pleasant 

EXTRA HELP 

1. Write Singular and all the singular words in the list; then write 
Plural and all the plural forms of the same words. (nails, ribbons, 
umbrellas, mirrors, leathers, zippers, feathers, collars, perfumes) 

2. Which words in the list... 

(a) begin and end with the same letter? (socks, slippers, stockings, 
shoes) 

(b) have a double 7 combination? (umbrella, collar) 

(c) have a double p combination? (zipper, slippers) 

(d) havel as the second letter? (clothes, slippers, gloves, pleasant) 

3. (a) Write er and all the words that have er. (leather, zipper, 

slippers, feather, perfume) 

(b) Write th and the words that have th. (clothes, leather, feather) 

(c) Which word has double 6? Which has double p? (ribbon, slip- 
pers) 

(d) Which word has three r’s? Box the last two letters of this 
word. (mirror) 

4. Write 


(a) all the words that end with the letter vr. Underline the last two 
letters of these words. Notice the different ways in which 
these words spell the same end sounds. (mirror, leather, 
zipper, feather, collar) 

(b) the words that have three consonants together. (socks, stock- 
ings, umbrella) 

(c) the words that rhyme with shoves, knocks, pheasant, slipper. 
(gloves, socks, pleasant, zipper) 
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5. Write the question and the answer. 
(a) ribs — s + bon = (ribbon) 
(b) please — e + ant = (pleasant) 
(c) beam — m + ds = (beads) 
(d) clothing — ing + es = (clothes) 


FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


1. (a) What word has only the first letter different from comb, has a 
different sound for the vowel, and means grave? (tomb) 

(b) Make a list of all the words you can think of or find that end 
with mb. (thumb, lamb, limb, climb, ete.) 

2. (a) What is a bracelet? (an ornament for the wrist) 

(b) Hamlet andringlet are two words that have the same suffix as 
bracelet. Use each of them in a sentence to show its meaning. 
(a small town; a curl of hair) 

(c) Explain why feathers are suited to the life of birds. (light and 
strong, warm, shed water) 

(d) What uses have people made of feathers? (stuffing pillows, 
sleeping-bags, etc., for arrows, for ceremonial dress and 
fashion) 

3. (a) Name several materials from which gloves may be made. 
(leather, nylon, silk, cotton, fur, etc.) 

(b) Name some different types of shoes worn in various parts of 
the world and explain briefly why they are suitable where 
they are worn. (clogs or wooden shoes, sandals, moccasins, 
mukluks, etc.; accept reasonable answers) 

4. (a) Name two or three kinds of jewellery other than bracelets. 
(rings, earrings, necklaces, anklets, etc.) 

(b) What profession can be recognized by the collar worn by the 

person in that profession? (priest, minister, clergyman) 
5. (a) What is another name for mirror? (looking glass) 

(b) Make up a story in which the person you see in the mirror 
suddenly steps out of it and begins talking to you. Check your 
story for well-formed sentences and clearly expressed 
thoughts. 
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UNIT 22 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


This is a difficult unit because of the variety of spellings of the long e 
sound. Pupils are reasonably safe in using the spelling y for the long e 
sound at the end of a word (exceptions: monkey, donkey, employee, 
three, lea, key). They may also be taught to use ez when the preceding 
letter is c with the sound /s/, as in receive, deceive, ceiling, receipt, 
although this principle also has limited application (cf. sealing). 

It is helpful to group the words that have the same spelling for the 
sound. In every grouping have pupils supply additional examples. 


ee: speech, nineteen, pioneer; seem, three, cheer, etc. 
ea: disappear, steam, least, underneath, peas; fear, beads, heat, 
etc. 


y: sincerely, already, pottery, forty; ninety, party, carry, etc. 

e-e: sincerely; here, scene, these, ete. 

ie: niece, movies, piece, believe; fairly regular form for the plural 
of nouns and third person singular of verbs that end with y 
preceded by a consonant, e.g., ladies, babies; carries, marries 


ey: | monkey, honey; money, donkey, key, ete. 
e: often unstressed in such words as believe, receive; reply, 
repeat, ete. 


Note that there is no w in forty; sincerely, believe, receive contain : 
two different spellings of long e within one word. The homonym of 
piece should not be introduced unless a pupil raises the point. 

Ex. 1 should be thoroughly taught prior to its assignment, so that 
the exercise is merely practice in writing the words. As usual, make 
sure that everyone understands what is expected in the other exer- 
cises as well. 

On completion of the exercises, test and re-teach as necessary. 
Have pupils use the study steps. Provide practice at the points of 
error, having pupils use the chalkboard or sheets of newspaper, and 
pencils, crayons, or felt pens. Use games and puzzles, as suggested 
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elsewhere in the handbook, to keep interest alive; repeated writing of 
words without a reason for writing does little to reinforce learning. 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: already, believe, forty, 
plece, sincerely, speech; appearing for the first time: disappear, 
receive. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


See the teaching suggestions. 


. (a) deceive, receipt; (b)¢ with the sound /s/, sometimes followed by 


él. 

(a) disappear, receive, already, believe, underneath (for teachers: 
origin of sincere, L. sine + cera, without wax, genuine); (b) ly, e-e; 
(c) sincerely doesn’t follow the “rule” 


. (a) forty, honey, niece, least, steam, piece; (b) movies, speech, 


receive, sincerely, pioneer, peas. 
(a) niece, piece; (b) receive, believe; (c) nineteen; (d) receive; (e) 
money; monkey, donkey, turkey, etc.; (f) monkeys 


EXTRA HELP 


It 


an 


(a) Write J believe after the numbers of the statements you 
believe to be true: (i) Five is a larger number than three. (ii) 
Water runs downhill. (iii) Many birds build nests. (iv) Snow 
falls here every day of the year. (i, ii, iii) 

(b) Write / receive after the number of any of the following that 
you receive, Sometimes or always: (i) advice from grown-ups; 
(ii) books to read; (ili) spelling lessons; (iv) information from 
TV. (Accept pupils’ answers.) 

Which words in the list 

(a) end with silent e? (niece, receive, piece, believe) 

(b) have c with the sound /s/? (niece, sincerely, receive, piece) 

(c) contain the letter p? (speech, disappear, piece, pottery, peas, 
pioneer) | 


3. (a) What are the plural forms of: movie, pea? (movies, peas) 
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(b) What are the singular forms of: pioneers, speeches, nieces, 


monkeys? (pioneer, speech, niece, monkey) 


4. (a) Which word in the list might you think of as you read each of 


these: films, bees, a kettle, log cabin? (movies, honey, steam, 
pioneer) 


(b) Write pzece with each of these phrases with which it could go: 


of houses, of pie, of ribbon, of sport, of potato. (pie, ribbon, 


potato) 


(c) In which words in the list do you see these smaller words: 


team, for, appear, east, nine, sincere, ready, under? (steam, 
forty, disappear, least, nineteen, sincerely, already, under- 
neath) 


5. What Word Am I? 
(a) I go out of sight. (disappear) 
(b) You often see me at the end of a letter. (sincerely) 


FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


1. (a) Write donkey, its plural, and the names of two or three other 


animals that belong to the horse family. (mule, zebra, pony) 


(b) What is pottery? What is the base word of pottery? What is 


(c 


— 


SEY, 


(b 


— 


the person called who makes pottery? (earthenware, baked 
clay, etc., or the place where it is made; pot; potter) 

List two or three words that are made, like pottery, by adding 
the suffix ery to a base word. (cannery, creamery, lottery, 
bakery, etc.) ; 
What words can you make from least by rearranging the 
letters? (steal, tales, stale, slate, lates) 

Each clue below refers to two words that have the same 
meaning as the clue. Each of the two words in the answer is 
made up of the same letters, e.g., smallest stories gives you 
least tales. One of the words in each answer is in the list. 
beef and pork boil (meats steam) 

gorilla’s vegetables (ape’s peas) 


3. More Word Puzzles 
(a) The same number is hidden in two of the words in the list. 


Which words are they? (pioneer, honey) 
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(b) Find a fruit before it vanishes! (disappear) 
(c) Look for a direction in a place that’s opposite to most. (least) 
4. Two famous stories are centred on the number forty: the story of 
Noah’s Ark and “Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves”. Find and read 
these stories, and write a short summary of one of them; or write a 
story of your own that centres on the number forty. 
Be sure to proofread your story and to copy the final version 
neatly for reading by your classmates or aloud. 


UNIT 23 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


The words of the unit are presented in the context of writing about 
the family, but it is also possible to group them according to form, 
structure, and phonetic elements. For example, the sound /f/ is repre- 
sented in three different ways: f in favourite, ph in nephew, gh in 
laughed, laughter. The letter combination gh is silent indaughter and 
all right, as is thew inwhom and theh inhonest. The vowel combina- 
tion ow has one pronunciation in house, another in cousin, and when 
followed by r in favourite still another. The letter 0 between two 
consonants has three different pronunciations in words in the unit: 
short uw in among; short o, its most common sound, in honest and 
comics; and oo in whom. 

The titles Miss, Mr., Mrs., and Ms., the last sometimes appearing 
without a period, are examples of the use of capital letters. The first 
three should be reasonably familiar to children from their use in 
addresses on envelopes and could be presented in that context. 
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The most frequent error in spelling all right is to write it as one 
word, a logical error considering already, always, ete. (Alright is the 
accepted form in the U.S., but has not yet been generally accepted in 
Canada.) 

A pre-test will provide a guide for teaching to eliminate errors. 

Some of the exercises are suitable even for pupils who do not need 
spelling practice as they require the construction of different kinds of 
sentences and allow for the expression of opinion. : 

After dictation, re-teach only as necessary. Try to vary your 
approach to the words, and use games and whatever devices you can 
think of that will help children remember difficult combinations of 
letters. (Remember that omitting the wu in favourite should not be 
considered an error.) Pupils excused from further practice of the 
words in this unit might spend some time studying their personal lists 
of difficult words, read materials of their own choice, or be assigned 
language-related work that is interesting and challenging. 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: all right, among, built, 
cousin, house; appearing for the first time: Miss, Mr., Mrs. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. daughter, among, whom, cousin, nephew, laughter, niece, plea- 
sure, house, honest 

2. Check sentences for form as well as spelling. 

3. (a) laughed, laughter; (b) niece, pleasure, favourite, house; (c) all * 
right; (d) nephew, laughed, laughter, favourite; (e) daughter, 
cousin, nephew, niece; (f) daughter, all right 

4. (a) e.g., Who are you? Whom did you see this morning? 

5. (a) daughters, cousins, nephews, nieces, houses; (c) among: ii, iv, vi; 
between: i, ill, v 

6. (a) displeasure, dishonest; (b) laughs, laughing; (c) honest, house; 
(d) uw is silent; build, building; house 

7. (a) two words; all a complete word, with twol’s; (b) telephone; (c) 
cousin, favourite, house; (d) please; pleasant, displeasure, unpleas- 
antly, ete. 
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8. (a) capital letters; complete word, no period; (b) Mr.; (c) Mrs. or 
Ms.; Miss or Ms., or Mrs. or Ms. if she is married, Mr.; (d) Miss, Ms., 
Mr. or Master 


EXTRA HELP 


1. Write the words in the list 
(a) that have the sound /f/. Box the letters that spell the sound. 
(laughed, nephew, laughter, favourite) 
(b) in which aw spells two different sounds. (daughter, laughed, 
laughter) 
(c) in which gh is not sounded. (daughter, all right) 
(d) that have capital letters. Which of these words use a period to 
show that they are abbreviations? (Miss, Mr., Mrs., Ms.; Mr., 
Mrs., Ms.) 
2. In which word 
(a) does o spell the sound of short uw? (among) 
(b) does ow spell the sound of short wu? (cousin) 
(c) do you see the combination uz? What vowel sound do you hear 
in this word? (built, short 7) 
(d) does ze spell the sound of long e? (niece) 
3. In which words 
(a) does the consonant pair wh spell the sound /h/? (whom) 
(b) does s spell the sound /z/? (cousin, Ms.) 
(c) ish the first letter? (house, honest) 
4. (a) Write the words from the list that fit the spaces shown. 


Vi (Mrs.) 
ee (all right) 
ee na eee el ee oe (daughter) 
ee (among) 

i Mr. or Ms.) 


(b) Write words from the list that start with the letters of calm. 
(cousin or comics, among or all right, laughed or laughter, 
Miss, Mr., Mrs., or Ms.) 
5. The answers are words in the list. 
(a) If John is your first cousin, what relation is he to your father 
and mother? (nephew) 
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(b) If Linda is your mother’s niece, what relation is she to you? 
(cousin) 


FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


1. (a) What is the base word of marriage? Write marriage and the 
word that means the marriage ceremony. (marry, wedding) 

(b) Make up a paragraph of three or four sentences about an 
adventure you might have had with a tricycle when you were 
small. 

2. Draw a family tree to show the following. 
(i) David James married Jean Fry. 
(ii) David and Jean had a boy, Tim, and a girl, Doris. 
(ii) Tim married Sheryl] Field. 
(iv) Tim and Sheryl] had two boys, Don and Robert. 
(v) Doris married Bill Brent. 
(vi) Doris and Bill had two girls, Doreen and Karen. 

(a) Howis Doreen related to David James? (granddaughter; he is 
her grandfather) 

(b) How are Doris and Tim related? Doris and Sheryl? (brother 
and sister; sisters-in-law) © 

(c) How is Bill Brent related to Don? SE: by marriage; Don is 
his nephew) 

(d) What is the relationship between Robert and Doreen? 
between Karen and Doreen? between Karen and Don? 
(cousins; sisters; cousins) 

(e) From the tree describe the relationship between two other 
pairs of people. 

3. (a) What are two or three other words that mean almost the same 
as laughed? (giggled, chuckled, chortled, guffawed, etc.) 

(b) What words can be used instead of house for a building in 
which people live? (cabin, hut, mansion, tent, trailer, apart- 
ment building, etc.) 

(c) Make as many words of four letters or more as you can, using 
the letters of the word pleasure. Try for twenty! (Accept only 
correctly spelled words.) 
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UNIT 24 (Review) 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


Dictate the review words to the whole class, in one or two sittings. 
Always dictate the words in sentence context, and, if you dictate 
them all at once, read them slowly again so that pupils have time to 
insert a word that has been omitted or to make a correction. 

Assign exercises for good spellers or other language-related work 
to those pupils who wrote the test without errors. 

To those pupils who made errors, present the words as if for the 
first time. You will probably have to work with three or four levels of 
pupils, from those who had only one or two errors that can be quickly 
corrected to those who find spelling very difficult and are working 
with you in a limited program to establish mastery of fewer words 
than can be handled by the rest of the group. Assign the regular and 
“Extra Help” exercises on a selective basis. For example, all pupils, 
including good spellers, may be interested in doing Ex. 5 and 8 on 
page 73. 

Group the words for teaching according to the errors pupils have 
made. For your convenience, some possible groupings are listed here. 

double 1: all right, collar, finally, umbrella 

other double consonants: toboggan, disappear, mirror 

ending with silent e: promise, believe, receive, course, sincere (ly), 

shoe(s) 

sound of long e: believe, skis, finally, sincerely, receive, disappear, 

mirror, pioneer 

gh combination: all right, fought, through, daughter 

ou: cousin, fought, through, course 

verbs: promise, believe, receive, disappear, quit; past tense: built, 

fought; occasionally used as verbs: collar, course, mirror, 
pioneer 

one syllable: all right, built, skis, shoes, fought, through, course; 

toward when pronounced tord 
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two syllables: promise, captain, collar, believe, leather, cousin, 
toward, honest, receive, mirror, daughter 
three syllables: finally, umbrella, sincerely, toboggan, disappear, 
pioneer 
Watch for errors such as the omission of u or the transposition of u 
and 7 in built, the qu combination in quit, ve in believe and e7 in receive, 
and the transposition of a and 7 in captain. Provide practice in 
spelling the words not only in spelling classes but whenever you can 
find an occasion during the course of the school day. 


FOR TEACHERS ONLY 


Receive is one of a long list of words derived ultimately from Latin 
capio, captum, take or capture. From the form in which it now 
appears in English it is obvious that it came by way of French. The 
modern French equivalent is recevozr, to receive. The p in receipt isa 
pseudo-scholarly attempt to show the origin of the word. It is 
interesting to compare French recette and English conceit and deceit. 
Recipe eomes directly from Latin; it is the imperative of the verb 
recipro, and means literally take. A recipe for a cake tells you totake a 
certain amount of an ingredient. The Rx at the top of a doctor’s 
prescription stands for recipe in its Latin form, meaning take. 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: all right, believe, built, 
captain, course, cousin, disappear, finally, quit, receive, shoes, sin- 
cerely, through, toward. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. (a) captain, cousin, pioneer, daughter; (b) collar, skis, leather, 
shoes, umbrella, toboggan, mirror; (c) promise, built, believe, 
fought, receive, disappear, quit; possibly collar, course, pioneer; 
accept any five that children can justify as being verbs; (d) 
leather, honest, pioneer 

2. (a) disappearing, promising, quitting, receiving, believing; (b) 
build, fight; building, fighting; (c) ski, shoe; (d) captains, umbrel- 
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las, cousins, daughters, toboggans, collars; (e) finally, sincerely; 
final, sincere; (f) toward, backward 

shoelace, appearance, skiing, insincere, unbelievable, dishonesty 
pioneer, finally, toward, mirror, cousin, disappear, captain, leather 
toboggan, umbrella, promise, daughter, mirror, honest 

(a) believe, built, captain, collar, course, cousin, daughter, 
disappear; (b) course, cousin; (c) through, toboggan, toward, 
umbrella 


. (a) skis, toboggan; (b) cousin, daughter; (c) shoes; (d) shoes, collar, 


leather; possibly umbrella, mirror 


. be careful; finish carefully, even fussily; knowing the job thor- 


oughly, in all its parts; not understanding the slightest thing about 
the subject 


Extra Help 
vik 


(a) leather, through, shoes; (b) all right, fought, through, daughter; 
(c) believe, skis, finally, sincerely, receive, disappear, mirror, 
pioneer; skis, mirror 

(a) captain, toboggan, toward, cousin and sincerely, disappear, 
mirror, cousin and sincerely; (b) all right, collar, finally, umbrella, 
toboggan, disappear, mirror, pioneer; (c) built, promise, captain; 
(d) sincerely, receive; captain, collar, cousin, course 


3. toward, promise, through; all right, umbrella 
4. collar, built, leather, believe, shoes, mirror, course, receive 


For Good Spellers 


al: 


(a) boots; leader, chief, chieftain, head, commander; looking glass, 
reflector; constructed; correct, proper; suppose, think, trust; (b) 
dishonest, false; give, bestow, present; stay, remain, stick to; first, 
to begin with, initially; distrust, mistrust, doubt; (c) shoo, threw, 
coarse, gilt, mane, great, brakes, eye and aye, ruff, chord 


. (a) collar for a dog, or slang for a clergyman’s collar that buttons at 


the back; neckpiece of a coat; catch a thief; (b) i. program of 
studies; ii. direction; iii. channel; iv. naturally, inevitably; v. it is 
understood that you are right 

(a) forward, backward, inward, outward, untoward, upward, 
downward; (b) deceive, conceive, perceive, conceit, receipt, 
receiver, ceiling; (c) quarter, quarrel, quality, etc.; question, query, 
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quench, quell, etc.; quiet, quite, quit, quibble, quintuplet, etc.; 
quote, quotient, quota, quorum, etc.; let pupils use dictionaries 

4. Have children share their stories by reading them to one another, 
and listening for good things to say about every story; then have 
them proofread one another’s stories. 


UNIT 25 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


The apostrophe is an important spelling instrument in its functions of 
indicating a possessive form and replacing letters in a contraction. 
The exercise material in the unit is largely based on these two uses of 
the apostrophe, although practice is also given in spelling the words 
in the list in additional settings. 

The apostrophe may be taught as well in other language arts 
classes; it should be noted when it appears in other reading and 
writing situations. 

For teaching and re-teaching, you may want to group the words 
according to various characteristics, e.g., words with capitals, words 
ending wither, 7ve, or or, and words with hard and soft c. Emphasize 
spelling oddities that must be remembered, e.g., d2 in soldier, dnes in 
Wednesday.Its and it’s are a constant source of trouble for writers; 
try to establish firmly that 7t’s = 7t7s and that no possessive pronoun 
uses an apostrophe. 

In re-teaching, concentrate on the words rather than on the use of 
the apostrophe, except for the three contractions in the word list. 
Present for review only those words that were actually misspelled by 
your pupils. 
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Most commonly misspelled words repeated: everybody, its, it’s, 
principal, soldier, Wednesday, won’t; appearing for the first time: 
doctor. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


to replace the letter a; to show ownership or possession 


. (a) it’s: contraction of 7t 7s; its: shows possession; (c) can’t, I’ve, 


didn’t, won’t, haven’t, we’re, they’re 
(a) ’s; (b) 8’; (c)’s 


. (b) Edmonton’s streets; (c) everybody’s rights; (d) the captives’ 


huts; (e) Vancouver’s climate 

beavers, treasurers, soldiers, principals; beavers’, treasurers’, sol- 
diers’, principals’ 

(a) doctor; (b) they’ve; (c) everybody; (d) native 


. (a) Vancouver; (b) Toronto; (c) Wednesday; (d) Winnipeg; (e) 


Edmonton 
(a) captive; (b) native; (c) everybody 


EXTRA HELP 


In which words in the list can you find these smaller words: peg, 
onto, ton, Van, nip? Circle each of the smaller words. (Winnipeg, 
Toronto and Edmonton, Edmonton, Vancouver, Winnipeg) 


. Write the words in the list that 


(a) have the letter v. (Vancouver, beaver, everybody, native, cap- 
tive) 

(b) end with the letterser. (Vancouver, beaver, soldier, treasurer) 

(c) use ¢ to spell the sound /k/. (Vancouver, captive, doctor) 


_ In the following sentences substitute contractions from the list 


for the words in heavy type. 

(a) It will not take long to do this exercise. (won't) 

(b) It is too soon to know how well I can spell. (It’s) 

(c) The pupils in this class say that they are not lazy. (they're) 


. Which word in the list ... ? 


(a) ends with al (principal) 
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(b) begins with Wed (Wednesday) 

(c) is acompound word (everybody) 

(1) means belonging to 7t (its) 

(e) is the name of Canada’s national animal (beaver) 

Find Me in the List 

(a) Iam acity with mountains on one side and salt water on the 
other. (Vancouver) 

(b) I am the capital of the province of Ontario. (Toronto) 

(c) Iwas named for the Norse god Odin, sometimes called Woden. 
(Wednesday) 

(1) I look after the money. (treasurer) 


FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


a 


a. 


(a) Use the word president in a sentence stating whether or not 
you have a class president. 

(b) In a sentence tell something you know about parrots, using 
the word either in the singular or plural form. 

(a) Name the titles of three or four people whose titles, such as 
doctor, tell their occupations and end with the letters or. 
(sailor, governor, solicitor, professor, tailor, sculptor, etc.) 

(b) Now name three or four people whose titles end with the 
letters er, like baker. (Shoemaker, launderer, drycleaner, 
teacher, plasterer, painter, etc.) 

(c) The suffix 7st is something used to name a person who does 
something or believes in something, e.g., cyclist, Baptist. Find 
two other words, naming people, that end with the suffix 7st. 
(artist, violinist, socialist, linguist, etc.) 

(d) The suffix ‘an, as in Canad7an, is often the sign of the title or 
name of a person who is or does something specific. Think of 
and write two nouns ending with /an that refer to people. 
(Indian, Asian, electrician, musician, pediatrician, etc.) 

(a) The suffix ‘ve is often used to show an adjective; sometimes, 
as with native and captive, the word is also used as a noun. 
Think of and write two or three additional adjectives or nouns 
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of more than one syllable that end with ive. (active, passive, 
adjective, expressive, etc.) 

(b) Make additional words from active and captive by dropping 
the finale and adding ate. Use a dictionary to help you explain 
the meanings of these words. (activate, to start action; capti- 
vate, to charm) 

4. Word Puzzles 

(a) What is a four-letter word that ends with eny? (deny) 

(b) Making Word Pyramids 
The seven letters of captive can be rearranged to make seven 
different words of from one to seven letters each. Build a 
pyramid beginning with the one-letter word J at the top and 
ending up with the word captive at the bottom. (I, it, tic, cite, 
civet, active, captive) 


UNIT 26 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


If the words in this unit fit into the social studies program, teach them 
in relation to that program. If not, they may be introduced in the 
context of letter-writing — writing the addresses on letters and 
envelopes—or in discussions about Canada and your home province. 
Add the name of your home province to the list if it does not appear 
there. Then teach the words individually, or in groups when parts of 
the words are similar or illustrate the same spelling principle. 
British Columbia was named in honour of Christopher Columbus. 
A few years before Confederation, Vancouver Island was annexed to 
the mainland and the united colony was named British Columbia by 
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an act of the Imperial Parliament. Queen Victoria suggested the 
name and the original name of New Caledonia was discarded. 

Ontario was the name given by the settlers to the land along the 
shores of Lake Ontario when Upper Canada became a separate 
province under the terms of the British North America Act in 1867. 
Ontario was a corruption of the Iroquois Indian word kanadario, 
meaning sparkling or beautiful water; the lake was given this name. 

Quebec was originally spelled Kebec. 

Newfoundland was the name given to all the coast of North 
America discovered by English explorers after John Cabot. As the 
other portions were absorbed into colonies, only the island retained 
the original name, Newfoundland. 

Discuss with pupils the reasons for capitalizing the first letters of 
words: names of places, and in the case of French, the name of a 
“proper” adjective. Compare Canadian, and the names of cities 
studied in Unit 25. A common error is to insert k into Fredericton; 
another is to omit the apostrophe in St. John’s. Note also the period 
indicating the abbreviation of Saznt, inSt. John’s, and in the abbrevi- 
ations of the provinces’ names. 

Have pupils notice that mzning and mineral are formed from the 
same base, but the vowel 7 in mineral has become short; the two 
spellings of /s/in surface, illustrating principles previously discussed; 
the two 6’s in probably; the noun suffix t2on in population — pupils 
should be able to give you other examples; and the adjective ending 7c 
in Atlantic and Pacific —compare terrific, comic, public, ete. 

Check the words dictated after completion of the exercises to 
determine which need re-teaching. Provide opportunities for pupils 
to use the words in situations that have meaning for them, e.g., 
writing letters to children or companies in other provinces, in social 
studies assignments, in describing vacations or travelling plans, in 
making maps or drawing routes of travel. As usual, teach to eliminate 
misspellings. Pupils who do not require re-teaching may do the exer- 
cises for good spellers, read silently, or do other related work such as 
designing murals or tourist posters or writing stories. 


Most commonly misspelled word repeated: interesting; appearing 
for the first time: probably. 
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ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1, 


Joo ff 


(a) Atlantic, Pacific; (b) British Columbia, Newfoundland; B.C., 
Nfld.; (d) mining; (e) Quebec, Ontario; (f) Newfoundland: (2°) 
French 


. (a) i, il, iil; (b) ii, ili, iv; (©) i, ii, iv, v; coal is not an ore 
. (a) Atlantic, Pacific, British Columbia, Newfoundland, Ontario, 


Quebec, St. John’s, Fredericton, names of places; French, proper 
adjective; (b) Newfoundland, Nfld.; the first letter of each word in 
the compound word, and the last letter of the last word; (c) 
sur /face 


. (a) Atlan/tic, prob /abfy, min /er/al 

. (a) uninteresting; (b) probable 

. Atlantic: i, ii; Pacific: ii, iv 

. (a) Newfoundland, St. John’s; (b) Fredericton; (c) Quebec City 


EXTRA HELP 


de 


(a) In which words do you see the following smaller words:7f, ant, 
ton, rest, it, pop, face? Underline the small words. (Pacific, 
Atlantic, Fredericton, interesting, British Columbia, popula- 
tion, surface ) 

(b) Which words have the ending 7c? (Atlantic, Pacific) 

(c) Which words are abbreviations of longer words? (B.C., Nfld., 
Ont., Que.) 

(a) Write two words that have the base word mine. (mining, 
mineral) 

(b) Which three words end with silent e? (surface, route, ore) 

(c) Write the compound word. (Newfoundland) 

(d) Which two words have the same suffix? (interesting, mining) 


. Which words in the list are the opposite of these: boring, underwa- 


ter, vegetable? (interesting, surface, mineral) 


. (a) Arrange in alphabetical order the names of the four provinces 


in the list. (British Columbia, Newfoundland, Ontario, 
Quebec) 
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(b) Arrange in alphabetical order the words that begin with p. | 
(Pacific, population, probably) 

(c) Which two place names in the list consist of two words? 
(British Columbia, St. John’s) 

5. (a) Which two provinces in the list have names derived from 

Indian languages? (Ontario, Quebec) 

(b) Which province is named for Christopher Columbus? (British 
Columbia) . 

(c) Which city has a saint’s name? (St. John’s) 

(d) Which city was named for an English prince? (Fredericton) 


FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


1. (a) A citizen of Canada is a Canadian. What is a citizen of the 
United States of America called? (American) 

(b) Write production. What is its verb form? What is the root 
of production? Find it by removing the prefix and the suf- 
fix. Form related words by adding different prefixes and 
suffixes to the root. (produce; duc; productive, reduce, 
reduction, deduce, deduction, conduct, conductor, ete.) 

2. (a) Name the capital cities of the four provinces named in the 
list. (Victoria, St. John’s, Toronto, Quebec) 

(b) What oceans are there besides the Atlantic and Pacific? 
(Indian, Arctic, Antarctic) 

(c) Ontario is the name of a lake as well as a province. Name 
the other large lakes connected with Lake Ontario. If you | 
are not sure, consult a map of Canada or North America. | 
(Erie, Michigan, Huron, Superior) 

3. (a) Change the prefix of surface to make a word that means 
the foreword of a book. (preface) 

(b) Make words by removing the suffix of 7nteresting and (i) 
substituting ed, (ii) adding the prefix wn to the word you — 
have made, (iii) adding the prefix dis instead of un. Use a | 
dictionary to help you explain the difference in meaning 
between the last two words you have made. (uninterested: 
not interested; disinterested: impartial or unbiased) ) 

4. Re-write the following sentences in two or three different 
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forms, but keep the original meaning. Example: The population 
of Canada is increasing. There are more people living in Canada 
every year. The number of people living in Canada is growing. 
Canada’s population is on the increase. 
(a) The surface of Newfoundland is rocky. 
(b) British Columbia is a province of beautiful scenery. (Accept 
a wide range of answers; encourage originality.) 

5. For Fun 
Make up as short a sentence as you can that uses every letter of 
the alphabet. A famous sentence of this kind is: The quick 
brown fox jumps over the lazy dog. Can you make a shorter 
sentence than that? 


UNIT 27 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


This unit contains words phonetically related: the letter 7 is used to 
spell the long? sound in all of them. The unit is difficult because no 
single rule applies to all the words. 

Group first the words with the long? affected by the silent e after 
the next consonant —quite, ninety, hive, tribe, price, decided, divide. 
Note that the word dining comes from the base word dine. When the 
ing suffix is added, thee is dropped but thez remains long. A common 
error in writing dining is to insert an extra n —dinning. 

The other examples in the list have the longz sound and must be 
memorized. Stress the careful pronunciation of library to ensure the 
enunciation of the first r. Finally and quiet are review words. Point 
out the difference in pronunciation, and therefore in spelling, of the 
one-syllable word quite and the two-syllable word quiet. Have the 
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pupils use these words orally in sentences until they have a clear 
understanding of each of them. Stress that the e in nine is dropped 
when th is added to make the ordinal number, nznth, but remains in 
the words ninety and nineteen. Have pupils say and hear 7dea as a 
three-syllable word; form zdeal from idea. 

Better students might be interested in the relationship between 
divide and division and such other words as provide and provision. 
Library is derived from the Latin root /2br- meaning book. A library | 
is then a book place; a librarian is a keeper of books. Price is related to 
precious; the relationship in meaning as well as form is not difficult to 
see. 

Be sure that children understand the directions and know how to 
do the exercises. Most of the material in them will probably have been 
presented during the teaching period. Excuse from doing the exer- 
cises pupils who have written all the words correctly on the pre-test 
and who understand the spelling principles involved. 

Dictate the words in context to all pupils, whether or not they have} 
done the exercises. Emphasize the words that most children have} 
misspelled. You may have to work individually with some pupils and] 
should be able to group others according to the words they have 
misspelled. As pupils are excused from further teaching and dictation 
you may be able to assign them one or two of the exercises for good 
spellers. Be careful, however, that (a) you are not assigning exercises 
above the level of the pupil and (b) that you are not using the material 
as mere busy-work. It may be useful to have some of the games listed} 
elsewhere in the handbook on cards to be handed to pupils who are} 
excused from further spelling study in any unit. 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: dining, divide, finallyf 
library, quiet, quite; appearing for the first time: decided, ninety! 
ninth. , 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. quite, price; have children say and listen to the words 
2. (a) ninth; (b) hive; (c) finally; (d) quiet; (e) idea; (f) blind; (g) price} 
(h) tribe; (i) hbrary; (j) divide 
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3. (a) blind, hive, ninth, price, quite, tribe; (b) li/brar/y, ifde/a, din/ 
ing, nine/ty, ifdeal, fimal/ly, de/cid/ed, difvide, qui/et; there are 
few hard-and-fast rules for syllabication —check with any good 
dictionary if pupils disagree. 

4. (a) decide, dine, final; (b) diner, finalist, decision 

5. (a) blindness, quietness; makes them into nouns; blinding, 
dividing, deciding; ideally; (b) prices, libraries, hives, tribes 

6. (b) li/brar/y 


EXTRA HELP 


1. (a) Which words in the list have as their base words: 7dea, dine, 
nine, final, decide? (ideal, dining, ninety and ninth, finally, 
decided) 

(b) What are the base words of these: librarian, blindness, 
dividing, quietly, priceless, ideal? (library, blind, divide, quiet, 
price, idea) 

2. (a) Would you use quiet or quite in the blank space in this 
sentence? We worked hard at our spelling today. 
(quite) 

(b) Explain why dining has one n and dinner has two. (dining, 
long 7; dinner, short 7; the spelling signals the pronunciation) 

3. (a) Which words in the list begin with consonant blends? (blind, 
tribe, price) 

(b) Which one-syllable words end with silent e? (quite, hive, tribe, 
price) 

(c) Which words have four consonants and only one vowel? (blind, 
ninth) 

(d) Which word has three vowels and only one consonant? (idea) 

4, Playing with Words 

(a) Write finally. Take the suffix from finally and add it first to 
quiet and then to 7deal. In what ways is the word made from 
ideal like finally? (Both end with dy; both have double /.) 

(b) Take thed fromdecided and add it todzvide. In what ways are 
decided and divided alike? In what ways are they different? 
(Both begin and end withd; both end with ed; both have long? 
in the second syllable; both have the same number of vowels 
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and consonants arranged in a similar fashion; the second and | 

third letters of the words are different.) 
(c) Write both the problems and the answers. 

pride — de + ce = (price) 

librarian — ian + y = (library) 

dinner — ner + ing = (ining) 

tribal — al + e = (tribe) 


FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


1. (a) What are the titles of two books you would like to have in your 
personal library? (Remember that titles are written with capi- 
tal letters on the first and most important words.) 

(b) What is the title of an encyclopedia or other reference book 
you have in your school or classroom library? 

2. A hive is the home of bees. What is an apiary? an aviary? Use a 
dictionary to find the answers. (a place where bees are kept; a_ 
place where birds are kept) 

3. (a) Look at this word pair: divide-division. Write at least two 
more pairs of words in which the verb ends like divide withde 
and the noun ends like division with sion. (decide-decision, 
provide-provision, invade-invasion, erode-erosion, allude- 
allusion, etc.) 

(b) Begin with blind and list other members of the znd word 
family. (bind, kind, mind, find, grind, rind, etc.) 

(c) List two words that rhyme with the znd family but have 
different spellings for the rhyming part. (signed, lined, etc.) 

4. Word Meanings 
(a) Explain the difference between a family and a tribe. (A family 

is generally related by blood or marriage; members of a tribe 
often are, but need not be. A tribe often consists of families 
bound together by common language and customs.) 

(b) What is the difference between dining and breakfasting? 
(Breakfast is the first meal of the day, and is less formal than 
dining; dinner is the main meal of the day.) 

(c) What are blinds and blinders? What is a compound word 
formed from blind? What does it mean? (window shades; 
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shields on either side of a horse’s eyes to prevent it from 
looking to either side; blindfold: a bandage tied over the eyes 
to shut out vision; snowblind: blinded by the brightness of the 
sun on snow) 


UNIT 28 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


A few words of caution are necessary in approaching this unit. 
Syllabication can be tricky; often dictionaries disagree about the 
division. The principal reasons for asking children to divide words 
into syllables are to help them to “sound out” a word and to give them 
a guide of some kind to spelling a word. Where the break between 
syllables comes is important, then, only so far as it achieves these two 
purposes. A fairly consistent “rule” is to divide between two conson- 
ants (except ch, wh, th, etc.), after a long vowel, and after the conson- 
ant following a short vowel; but there is no absolute right or wrong in 
many cases you will meet. You might, following the rule, divide 
ei/ther in this fashion, since e2 represents a long vowel, and wheth /er 
like this, since the first e is short. Often a prefix or a suffix that 
contains a vowel becomes a syllable: 7n/stead, se/par/ate (some 
dictionaries favour sep /ar/ate because of the first short e), sur /prise, 
filnal/ly. 

Dessert must be taught in context to show its meaning because of 
its homonym, de/sert’ (which should not be mentioned at this point 
unless a pupil draws attention to it). Separate is a commonly mis- 
spelled word; the first a is frequently omitted or written as e. Sur- 
prise is another “demon” —a common error is to omit the first r and 
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double the p; careful enunciation can help to establish correct spell- 
ing. Worse andworst are the irregular comparative and superlative of 
the adjective bad. The pronunciation of or in these words and in 
worry is similar to that of the same combination of letters in work, 
worm, word, world. Obviously the preceding w influences the 
following vowel. Compare burst and surprise where the same sound 
is represented by the letters ur, and perhaps where it is represented 
by er. Pupils should be able to give you additional examples of each of 
the spellings; see also Unit 4. 

Sugar, sure, and the words based on them (e.g., sugary, assure) 
spell the sh sound with the letter s. The ar ending of sugar is also 
sometimes misspelled. Double r occurs in errand, errors, worry; the 
division into syllables occurs between the two 7’s. February is in a 
class by itself, difficult to say and to spell. The first r is omitted by all 
but the most careful speakers, and is similarly often left out in 
writing. You-might compare the ending ary with that of library. The 
ea ininstead spells the sound of short e as it does in other words such 
as steady, bread, ready, etc.; pupils may notice how often this spelling 
of short e is followed by d. 

In re-teaching, place more emphasis on the order of the letters in 
the words than on syllabication and accent, except in separate, 
entrance, and subject, where the accent affects the meaning. Use 
“Extra Help” materials as appropriate for individual pupils. Have all 
pupils write the dictated words following the re-teaching, and see 
that- errors are corrected and the study steps used to reinforce 
correct spelling. 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: February, instead, 
perhaps, sugar, surprise; appearing for the first time: separate, 
whether. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. (a) worst, scout, worse, sore, burst; (b, c) Feb/ru/a/ry, er/rand, | 
sub ject or subfect, des/sert, er/rors, wheth/er, en/trance or en/ © 
trance, sep/a/rate or sep /a/rate, ei /ther, su/gar, nei /ther, in/stead, 
per/haps, sur/prise 


: 
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(a) e.g., Separate Bill and Jim. The school has separate doors for 
deliveries and for people; (b) noun: way in; verb: charm; (¢) e.g., 
What subject do you like best? When will the doctor subject you to 
the test? 

a-f: burst, dessert, either, entrance, errand, errors, February; g-p: 
instead, neither, perhaps; q-z: scout, separate, sore, subject, sugar, 
surprise, whether, worry, worse, worst 


. Check sentences for correct use and spelling of assigned words, 


and for form and structure. 

(a) errand, errors; error, errands; (b) worse, worst; (c) surprise 
worst, sore, errors, perhaps, sugar, February, dessert, entrance 
(a) burst, surprise; separate, sugar; worst, errors, worse, worry; 
(b) worst, burst; (c) scout; (d) instead 

February, sugar, separate; worse or worst or worry, sore, errors, 
worst or worry or worse, worry or worse or worst, whether or 
neither, errand or errors, errors or errand, perhaps, dessert, 
either, neither or whether. 


EXTRA HELP 


v. 


2. 


4, 


Write the words in the list that have 

(a) wr spelling the sound of er. (burst, surprise) 

(b) or spelling the sound of er. (worst, errors, worse, worry) 

(c) ar spelling the sound of er. (separate, sugar) 

(d) et pronounced as long e or long 7. (either, neither) 

(e) rr. (errand, errors, worry ) 

Which words 

(a) have the combination the? (whether, either, neither) 

(b) end with three consonants? (worst, burst) 

(ec) end with s? Which of these words is plural? (errors, perhaps; 
errors) 

Look at the list words carefully to find these. 

(a) This word has p with r on either side of it. (surprise) 

(b) Five other words begin with the same letter, but in this word 
it is pronounced differently. (sugar) 

(c) This word uses the same consonant three times. (errors) 

Write the words that 
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(a) have the letter s. (worst, subject, dessert, errors, separate, 
scout, worse, sugar, sore, instead, burst, perhaps, surprise) 

(b) end with the letter y. (February, worry) 

5. Answer these questions with words from the list. 

(a) In which month does St. Valentine’s Day come? (February) 

(b) Which words are usually used with the words or or nor? 
(either, neither) 

(c) What are rhyming words for: tore, trout, in red? (sore, scout, 
instead) | 


FOR GOOD SPELLERS 





1. (a) Which of the extra words is a compound word? Write it again, © 
marking the syllables. (hard/ware) 

(b) Write clover and bother. Now rewrite them, showing the ~ 
division between the syllables and marking theo long or short. 
How does the length of the vowel affect the division into 
syllables? (clo/ver: division after the long vowel and before 
the consonant; both/er: short vowel, division after the conson- 
ant sound) 

2. (a) Make other compound words using one part or the other of 
hardware. (glassware, kitchenware, silverware, etc.; hard- 
wood, hardhearted, hardheaded, etc.) 

(b) Which clover plant is the national emblem of Ireland? (sham- 
rock) 

(c) Make acompound word using bother as one part. (bothersome) 

3. (a) From what plants is most of the sugar we use obtained? (sugar 
beet, sugar cane) 

(b) What other natural sweeteners are commonly used in Can- 
ada? (honey, maple sugar, corn and other syrups, etc.) 

4. (a) Name two or three of your favourite desserts. 

(b) In a sentence or two tell what kinds of work a scout does. 
(Accept the duties of a boy scout, Indian scout, army scout, 
etc.) 

5. Hidden Words 

Part of a word in the list is hidden in each of these sentences. 

Write both the short and the long words. 
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(a) His score was par for that course. (separate) 

(b) A wicked fairy put Princess Mary into a trance. (entrance) 
(c) Betty and Marilyn went to a movie on Saturday. (errand) 
(d) The answer was easy to find. (either, neither, whether) 


UNIT 29 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


You may find it useful to begin with reference to the aquarium in 
your room, or to the clock with its markings in minutes and hours, or 
to an experiment that is currently being carried on in science class. 
Keep the opening discussion short and related directly to the words 
in the list. 

Use similarities in sound, form, and spelling in teaching the words. 
For example, problems, insects, and lessons are plurals; moss and 
lessons contain double s indicating a preceding short vowel. Question 
(L. quaero, quaestum, ask), aquarium (L. aquarium from aqua, 
water), possible (Fr. possible from L. posse, to be able), experiment, 
problems, and science have Latin origins in common; energy is from 
Greek. Several words end with silent e; science has two c’s, the first 
silent, the second spelling /s/; minute has two pronunciations and 
meanings; alive has the prefix a analogous to awake, asleep, away; 
possible has the /e ending — see also Unit 35. 

Prefixes are also to be found in understand, insects (compare 
intersect, section, dissect), and experiment (ex, out and per? from L. 
verb meaning to open). Pupils will be able to supply other words using 
the same prefixes, e.g., undertake, underground, underneath; indent, 
indicate, inexpensive; expose, exercise, export. 

Watch for the silent lettersh inhour,gh in thought, c in science; ou 


, representing different sounds in thought and hour; the double / in 


usually, as in finally the result of adding the suffix /y to a stem that 
already ends in /; ear in pearl spelling the particle children have 
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already learned to spell er, ir, or, ur (see Units 4 and 28); compare 
pearl with learn, earn, early, earl. 

Even good spellers will benefit from doing the exercises of this 
unit since they involve word meanings and vocabulary expansion as 
well as spelling practice. Dictate the words in context following 
completion and correction of the exercises, and excuse from further 
teaching pupils who spelled all of them correctly. Gradually excuse 
those who had errors as they master the words they misspelled. 

In re-teaching, point out that pronunciation or syllabication can 
help correct errors in spelling. For the final dictation you might add 
interest by having children make up the sentences that provide 
contexts for the words. 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: hour, lessons, minute, 
thought; appearing for the first time: question, usually. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. (a) scientist; (b) scientific; (c) three parts; all three words from 
root sect contain idea of cutting or dividing into parts 

2. (a) i, li, ii; (b) Accept pupils’ judgments. 

3. (a) impossible; (b) misunderstand 

4. (a) thoughtful; (b) questionable; (c) hourly; (d) usually, two /’s; (e) 
mossy 

5. (a) questions, questioned, questioning; understands, understand- 
ing; (b) understood; (c) think 

6. (a) twenty-four; (b) minute; (c) pearl 

7. (a) aquarium; (b) experiment; (c) pearl, lessons, thought, question, 
alive 

8. (a) minute; (b) L. aqua, water; (c) question, problems; (d) energy, 
lack of fuel 


EXTRA HELP 


1. (a) Write sczence and the word in the list that has science as a 
base. (scientific) 
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(b) Which two words are plural forms? (lessons, insects, prob- 
lems) 

(c) Which words have the prefixes under, ex, in? (understand, 
experiment, insects) 


2. Find and write the word that 


(a) begins and ends with the same letter. (thought) 
(b) has the same ending as medium. (aquarium) 
(c) has two w’s and two /’s. (usually) 
(d) has a hyphen. (twenty-four) 
. Which words from the list fit the spaces in this puzzle? 
eee a (moss) 
Ce ae ae (science) 
ie es oe (insects) 
Se ee (lessons) 
Sat ae ae (usually) 
SE Sen ee ee (possible) 
Se ae ee s (problems) 
ee VE parts at on (Cuestion) 
ole eee eee s _______ ___ (understand) 


. More Word Puzzles 


(a) Take away my first letter and I become an English lord. 
(pearl) 

(b) Change my pronunciation and I change from being a small 
unit of time to very small. (minute) 

(c) You need a lot of me to keep going, to drive a car, to turn on 
lights. (energy) 

(d) Take away my silent letter and you have the word that means 
belonging to us. (hour) 

(e) It’s better to be me than dead! (alive) 


FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


_ (a) Write chalk and two other words that have the same three 
letters at the end. Which letter is silent in these words? (talk, 
walk, balk; 1) 

(b) What is a pearl? How is it made? (a gem stone, silvery white, 
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usually round, formed around an intrusive object such as a 
erain of sand, inside an oyster shell) 
(a) Name at least three insects that are a nuisance or cause harm 
to people or plants, and at least two that are useful to human 
beings. (houseflies, mosquitoes, tent caterpillars, ete.; bees, 
ladybugs, silkworms, some spiders, praying mantis, ete.) 
What are some of the sources of energy used in Canada today? 
(nuclear, hydroelectric, gas, oil, solar, etc.) 
(c) What might you have in an aquarium? (water, gravel, moss, 
seaweed, goldfish, guppies, etc.) 
3. (a) What are antonyms of: question, alive, scientific, usually? 
(answer, reply, response; dead; unscientific; seldom, 
infrequently) 
Form at least five words with the prefix wrder. (underhanded, 
underbid, underwear, underarm, underdog, etc.) 
(c) Write at least five words that begin with silent h. (honour, 
honest, honourable, honorarium, heir, heirloom, hourly, ete.) 
4, Charade 
I am a word of ten letters. Write the answer to each clue. 
(a) My 3497 is making a small hollow by striking something. 
(dent) 
(b) My 6712943 means knocked unconscivis. (stunned) 
(c) My 612345 means to separate. (sunder) 
(d) My 54936 means tears apart. (rends) 
What word am I? (understand) 


bo 


— 


(b 


(b 


— 


UNIT 30 (Review) 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


Add to the list of words any others that have proved difficult for your 
pupils. Dictate the words in context, in one or two sections. Assign 


~~ 


ee 


: 
: 








| 
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“For Good Spellers” to pupils who have spelled correctly all the 
words in the dictation, and for re-teaching purposes make a table of 
the words with the highest frequency of misspelling. Try to present 
the words as if they were totally new to your pupils, and use coloured 
chalks to emphasize the parts to be memorized. Let pupils trace the 
words (spelling them aloud as they trace), cover the tracings, and 
write the words without looking at the originals. Pupils who write 
slowly may play a game in which they select the letters of words from 
a box of lettered cards and arrange them in the correct order. They 
can time themselves and try to improve their scores, taking into 
account the time and the number of words correctly spelled. 

The suggestions that follow are intended to be used only if the 
words appeared among the errors in your pupils’ spelling. Note the 
suffixes at and ‘on attached to population. From the root of popula- 
tion let pupils give you populous and populate and depopulate.Sepa- 
rate is a constant source of trouble because of the first a which even 
good spellers are tempted to replace with e; circle the par to foeus 
attention on thea. For ninth, the e is dropped before th is added; for 
ninety, ty is added directly to the base. Relate sctence to words such 
as scene which have sc at the beginning, and to related words such as 
scientist in which ze has two separate sound values. The br in library 
should be underlined. The most frequent errors in the spelling of 
usually are the omission of the second u and of one of the /’s; have 
pupils divide wsually into syllables. Syllabication can also help pupils 
remember the wu in treasurer. For soldier, highlight the di with 
coloured chalk. On the other hand, careful pronunciation of surprise 
is important since there is a tendency to write sup for the first 
syllable. Another common error is to substitute z for the second s. 
Have pupils say probably carefully and divide it in syllables. The gh 
combination is in both daughter and thought, and is silent in both 
words. Have pupils tell you that thought can be a noun and that it is 
also the past form of the verb think. Relate thought to fought and 
bought, past forms of verbs formed the same way as thought. 

Select the exercises that pertain to the words your pupils are 
practising, although you may want to assign Ex. 2, for example, to all 
pupils, for practice in constructing sentences. 

After the initial teaching the word list to be dictated should have 
been cut considerably, since you will be dictating only those words 
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that you needed to teach in this review unit. Each successive re- 
teaching and practice should further diminish the dictation. Do not 
hold up the whole class for the weakest spellers. By this stage, most 
of them should be in a group by themselves, concentrating on a 
minimum of words. Go on with the rest of the group, adding difficult 
words to succeeding units. Encourage independent word study, and 
recognize and praise even slight improvement. All pupils should 
write the final test on the unit and be required to study any words 
they misspell. 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: lining, finally, library, 
ninety, ninth, probably, quiet, separate, soldier, surprise, thought, 
usually, whether. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


l. (a) Newfoundland; (b) British Columbia; (c) Quebec; (d) Ontario; | 
(e) daughter, soldier, possibly population 


2. (a) route; (b) surprise; (c) insects; (d) they’re 

3. (a) usual, probable, quiet, final; ly; base word ends in J, suffix 
begins with /; (b) library, science, thought, possible, insect 

4. thought, ninety, either, ninth, probably, quiet, separate 


5. (a) daughters, soldiers, surprises, sciences, libraries; (b) e in 
ninety, no e in ninth; (c) one ninety-ninth, ninety-nine, nine hun- 
dred and ninety, eight-ninths 

6. (a) ninth, they’re, whether, either, thought; (b) daughter, thought; | 
(c) usually, finally, possible; (c) ninety, surprise, ninth, science, 
possibly either, finally, library, quiet, dining 

7. Check sentences for form, structure, spelling, and punctuation. 


Extra Help 
1. (a) Newfoundland, Nfld., British Columbia, B.C., Quebec, Que., | 
Ontario, Ont.; (b) usually, finally, probably; (c) either; (d) separate; 
(e) science, quiet; (f) whether, either, daughter, soldier | 
2. (a) soldier; (b) route; (c) science; (d) population; (e) ninth; (f) 
library 
3. (a) soldier, ninety, population, separate, usually, insects, usually, 





4, 
D. 
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separate, thought, Newfoundland; (b) they’re, they are; (c) /k/: 
Columbia, Quebec, insects; /s/: science; silent: science; (d) prob- 
ably and possible, insects, ninth, British Columbia and library, 
surprise and probably 

(a) dine; (b) possibly; (c) first vowel either long e or long 7 
separate, route; thought, quiet 


For Good Spellers 


L 


(a) Accept children’s answers. (b) first, second, third, fourth, fifth, 
sixth, seventh, eighth, tenth, eleventh, twelfth; (c) Accept reason- 
able answers. 

(a) about 22 000 000; check most recent figures; (b) date from 1867; 
(c) Ontario, Erie, Michigan, Huron, Superior; (d) Winnipeg, Mani- 
toba, Great Bear, Great Slave, etc. 

(a) idea, concept, reflection, reverie, meditation, etc.; (b) scientific, 
scientist, conscience, conscientious, omniscient, etc.; expect two or 
three; (c) from French, ultimately from Latin; sur (L. sper) plus 
the past participle pris of Fr. verb prendre, take; surface, surpass, 
surcharge, surplus, surname, surfeit, etc.; check with a dictionary 


. (a) root, there, their; (b) definite, confine, infinite, finite, final, 


refine, definition, etc.; through French: finis, finish, refinish, etc.; 
check with a dictionary if in doubt 


. Accept only correctly spelled words. 


‘UNIT 31 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


| The unit may be introduced through a discussion of the picture, using 
the first two exercises to draw out the words. Write the words on the 





chalkboard as they are mentioned, and return to them following the 
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discussion to draw attention, or to have pupils draw attention, to 
characteristics that will help fix their spelling in the pupils’ minds. 

Dangerous and its base word, danger, have a long a sound that is 
not indicated by the spelling, and a soft g; danger has a long and 
interesting history, having been derived through French from Latin 
dominus, lord or master, the same word that is the root of dominion, 
dominate, ete. <tceedent illustrates two uses of the letter c: for the 
sound /k/ when followed by a consonant, for the sound /s/ when 
followed bye or’. The base word of sl/ppery is slip; compare slipping 
and slippers. -lccident and moment both end with ent. Inchance and 
police the finale serves to indicate the soft sound of ¢; in mistake and 
brakes it indicates the preceding long vowel. -lrea is interesting for 
two reasons: its tour letters comprise three syllables, and words with 
three vowels and only one consonant are rare. Note the or ending in 
doctor, and the common spelling of the long vowel a in parr; teach 
pan in context and avoid mentioning the homonym pane. The base 
word of dyvng ise: teach dying as a word in its own right without 
reference to//e when you are working with poor spellers. Teach both 
pronunciations and meanings of tear and use both in context in 
dictation. Have pupils read hosp/ta/ in syllables, noting the ending a/ 
as In prvne“pal (see also Unit 30). 

Be sure pupils understand what is expected of them in the exer- 
cises. Omit Ex. 5 if you find it too complicated for your pupils. Ex. s 
should not be assigned without some preliminary discussion, and 
should be followed by discussion and evaluation of pupils’ work. 

On completion of the assigned exercises, dictate the words again. 
Tabulate errors and approach their teaching as if for the first time. 
Dictate all the words in the list in a final zest tor the unit to all pupils. 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: doctor, loose; appearing 
for the first teme: hospital, tear. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. (a) accident, or any combination of list words; (b) slippery, danger- 
ous; (ce) doctor; (d) lying on the ground; (e) hospital; (f) police 
2. Check to be sure sentences are complete. 
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3. (a) tear; (b) dangerous; (c) accident; (d) area; (e) slippery; er, y; (f) 
lying; (g) mistake 

4. (a) area; (b) pain; (c) provides opportunity to discuss safety 

5. (a) lay down, was lying down, had lain down; has often lied; is lying 
down; (b) e.g., My book had lain on the grass. The book lies on the 
grass. Don’t tell lies. 

6. (a) hospital; (b) area; (c) loose; (d) slippery 

7. accident, moment; danger, dangerous; accident, slippery; pain, 
brakes, danger, dangerous, mistake; brakes, mistake; chance, 
police 

8. Review the technique of writing a newspaper account, i.e., names 
are important; important items are placed at the beginning and 
expanded on later; a short, catchy headline should be included. 


EXTRA HELP 


1. (a) In which words do you find the following combinations of 
letters: c7d, pit, ger, pol, ment? (accident, hospital, danger and 
dangerous, police, moment) 

(b) In which words can you find these smaller words: ear, dent, 
take, lip, rake? (tear, accident, mistake, slippery, brakes) 

2. Complete the following table. 


Prefix or Suffix List Word 
mis (mistake) 
ing (lying) 

y (slippery ) 
ous (dangerous) 
or (doctor) 

s (plural) } (brakes) 

ac (accident) 


3. Which word in the list 
_ (a) has long a spelled az? (pain) 
(b) has a double vowel? (loose) 
(c) has three vowels and only one consonant? (area) 
(d) has two different pronunciations and at least two different 
meanings? (tear) 
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4. (a) Write a statement telling about a chance you had to win 
something. 
(bo) Ask a question using the word slippery. 
(c) Write an exclamation about a mistake you have made. 
5. What Word Is It? 
(a) The last four letters spell the name of some disagreeable bugs. 
(police) 
(b) Take away the first two and the last two letters and what is 
left rhymes with quit. (hospital) 


FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


1. (a) Write ambulance. Add the prefix per and change the suffix — 
ance to ator. What does the new word mean? What is apram? 
How do you think it was made from the word you made from 
ambulance? Make another word from ambulance by 
changing the suffix to atory. What is meant by an ambulatory 
patient? (perambulator, pram: carriage for walking a baby; 
ambulatory: one who can walk) 

(b) Write ambulance in a sentence that tells how you feel when 
you hear an ambulance siren. 

2. (a) What are homonyms of pain and brakes? Use both homonyms 
in one sentence to show that you know their meanings. (e.g., A 
baseball breaks a pane of glass.) 

(b) What are synonyms for mistake, danger, chance? (error, fault, 
misunderstanding; peril, risk; luck, fate, risk) 

(c) What are antonyms of loose, dangerous, slippery? (tight, fast- 
ened, secure; safe; rough) 

3. (a) List at least three nouns other than those in the list that have 
more than one syllable and the ending ent. (cement, parent, 
president, adolescent, etc.) 

(b) Write two verbs like lie, lying in whichie is changed to y when 
ang is added. (die, dying; tie, tying; etc.) 

(c) List three verbs that end withy and in the past tense change y 
to 7 when adding ed, e.g., cry, cried. (try, tried; dry, dried; 
marry, married; etc.) 


| 
: 


ee ee et 
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4. Whom might you find working in a hospital? (nurse, doctor, 
orderly, nurse’s aide, technician, laboratory assistant, surgeon, 
physician, anaesthetist, ete.; accept reasonable answers) 
5. Word Puzzles 
(a) Drop my first letter and you'll have a synonym for rage. 
(danger) 

(b) Rearrange my first four letters to spell a word that means 
store. (hospital, shop) 

(c) Add t to me and I change from something disagreeable to 
something colourful. (pain) 


UNIT 32 — 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


Although the pupils will be familiar with the meanings of the words 
of this unit, eight of the words are among those most commonly 
misspelled. For this reason, particular care must be taken in teaching 
them, and careful checking for spelling errors must be done both in 
spelling dictations and in the daily use of these terms in math classes. 
Pre-test before teaching all the words in detail, as you may discover 
that only a few of the words need particular stress. Do not spend 
unnecessary time with words which the pupils already know, but 
concentrate on those words which present difficulties to your class. 

Structural and phonetic similarities enable the words to be 
grouped for teaching. The ordinal numbers ninth, twelfth, eighth, and 
eleventh all end with th. Highth and ninth present difficulty because 
thet of eight and thee of nine are omitted when th is added. Note that 
in nineteen and ninety thee is retained. Eleventh is straightforward, 


138 UNIT 32 


but the ve of twelve becomesf before th is added to form the ordinal; 
point out the similarity to five and fifth. The hyphenated number 
seventy-five should present no difficulty, but the practice of using a — 
hyphen in writing numbers such as this should be reviewed. In 
amount, couple, and fourth, the ou combination has three different 
sounds. These words might head three columns on the chalkboard in 
whichou words from previous units could be reviewed; e.g., amount: 
scout, proud, hour, shouted; couple: trouble, cousin; fourth: course. 
None and nothing are compound words including no: no one and no 
thing. Note that the o is used only once in none. Teach two without 
reference to its homonyms, in the context of its meaning and use; 
draw attention to the silent w, and to the fact that the tw of two is the 
same as the tw of twelfth (ten plus two) and of twin. In nothing, none, 
and dozen, o spells the sound of short «; compare money, mother, 
monkey, cover, oven, ete. The word extra is taken directly from Latin 
meaning beyond, as in extraordinary. | 
In re-teaching, stress the words that pupils have actually mis- 
spelled. With poor spellers concentrate on those words that they have 
need for in their daily work, and set the others aside for long-term : 
review and re-teaching. Encourage independence of study and cor- 
rection by pupils of their own tests, but be sure to check written work 
carefully yourself. | 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: amount, eighth, fourth, 
ninety, ninth, two; appearing for the first time: none, twelfth. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. dozen, doz. 

2. (a) nothing, ninety, amount, eleventh, none; (b) seventy-five; (c) 
seventy-four, ninety-two, ninety-five, seventy-two, ninety-four, 
one-fourth; (d) eighth, ninth, eleventh, twelfth, fourth 

3. (a) couple, twin; (b) nothing; (c) extra, amount, check 

4. (a) couple, amount, fourth; (b) eighth, nothing, twelfth, ninth, 
eleventh, fourth; (c) twin, twelfth, two; (d) check; (e) twin, check, 
twelfth, ninth, two 
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5. a/mount, cou/ple, ex/tra, nine/ty, twen/ty 
6. (a) two, none, extra, amount, nothing; (b) doz., four, ninth, ninety, 
seventy; (c) five, dozen, couple, twelfth 


EXTRA HELP 


1. (a) Write the words for: 1/2, 1/4, 1/8, 1/12. (one-half, one-fourth, 
one-eighth, one-twelfth) 
(b) Answer in words. What fraction of 24 is3? What fraction of 24 
is 2? (one-eighth, one-twelfth) 
2. Answer with a word from the list. 
(a) If you had two apples and ate both, how many would you have 
left? (none) 
(b) If Jim and John are brothers born on the same day, how are 
they related to each other? (twin brothers) 
(c) How many legs does a bird have? (two) 
(d) If January 2 is the eighth day after Christmas, what day is 
January 3? (ninth) 
3. Which word in the list 
(a) has six consonants and only one vowel? (twelfth) 
(b) has short e in the middle and two consonants on either side? 
(check) 
(c) begins and ends with a vowel? (extra) 
(d) ends with le? (couple) 
4. Write the words that 
(a) have groups of three consonants together. (ninth, eleventh, 
extra, fourth) 
(b) begin with a vowel. (eighth, amount, eleventh, extra) 
(c) begin with n. (ninety, none, nothing, ninth) 
(d) have meanings related to pazr. (couple, twin, two) 
5. Riddles 
(a) In the middle of this word you'll find a funny little man. 
(twelfth) 
(b) One of this word is a twelfth. (dozen) 
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(c) Change my first letter tod, my fourth letter to b, and I mean 
twice. (couple-double) 


FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


1. (a) What word is opposite in meaning to nothing? (everything, all) 

(b) What word in the list is a product of two consecutive num- 
bers? Name these numbers. (ninety; nine, ten) 

(c) Write in words the number equal to six dozen. (seventy-two) 

2. (a) None and nothing begin with no. Write several other words 
which begin with no. (not, nobody, nowhere, note, nonsense, 
nose, ete.) 

(b) What compound word has eztra as a part of it? (extraordinary, 
extracurricular, etc.) 

(c) Couple and dozen are words that indicate definite numbers 
without naming them. Give at least three other words such as 
these. (duet, trio, triplet, quartet, quadruplets, sextet, twins, 
score, etc.) 

Replace the prefix of amount with other prefixes to make new 
words. (dismount, remount, surmount, paramount, tanta- 
mount, etc.) 

(b) What other combination of letters makes the same sound as ex 
in extra? Write two words using these letters. (ecks; checks, 
decks, wrecks, pecks, etc.) 

(c) Write two words that rhyme with none but are spelled differ- 
ently. (bun, fun, gun, etc.; won, son, etc.) 

(d) Extra is one of the few words that end in a. List several 
others. (area, Canada, Manitoba, Alberta, drama, orchestra, 
etc.) 

4. (a) The length of a man’s life is sometimes described as “three 
score years and ten”. How many years is this? (seventy) 

(b) An ell is an old measurement. Find out what it means and 
about how long it was. (orig. the length of a man’s forearm, 
varying from about 70 em to 110 cm; used for measuring cloth; 
related to elbow) 

5. Makeup and write a story about a pair of twins who looked so alike 
that people were always mixing them up. Think through the story 


ere! 


— 
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before you begin to write it. Read it carefully after you have 
written a rough draft and then re-write and proofread it. 


UNIT 33 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


In spite of the apparent redundancy of double consonants, there are 
good reasons for them. One of the most common is to signal a preced- 
ing shért vowel (67//, common, etc.). Another is the affixing of a 
prefix or suffix to a base that begins or ends with the same consonant 
that the prefix or suffix ends or begins with; for example, in appear 
and appointed the first p is the result of the prefix ad becoming 
assimilated with the first consonant of the base words. Double con- 
sonants in affect, accommodate, arrest, alliteration are examples of 
the same process. The sup of suppose is sub —compare, with good 
spellers, supply, support, suppress, etc. The of of office is the ob of 
obstruct, obstinate, etc. Disappear and disappointed actually have 
two prefixes: dis and ad in its form ap. 

Let pupils tell you that syllables are usually divided between 
double consonants. Compare the long o endings of pillow and hello, 
and the difference in accent. Words that end like pillow are billow, 
fellow, yellow, etc.; words that end like hello are Ontario, radio, 
piano. There are a few English words spelled like roll: toll, poll,droll, 
scroll. Note that swell is a verb as well as a noun; its other principal 
| parts are swelled and swollen. Pupils should know the other forms of 

hurry: hurries, hurried, hurrying. 

Practise working with prefixes before assigning Ex. 3, which is a 
valuable approach to word-building but needs to be taught. You may 
want to omit Ex. 6(c) for children who have difficulty in perceiving 
| the order of letters in a word. 
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Follow the usual procedure for dictating, checking, correcting, and 
re-teaching the words that are misspelled. Encourage students to 
follow the study steps and to keep up their personal word lists. Draw 
attention to words with double consonants as they appear in reading 
and other subjects. 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: disappear, hello, sup- 
pose; appearing for the first time: disappointed. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. (a) bill, roll, swell; double 7; double consonants at the end; (b) 
ap/peared, com/mon, pil/low, of/fice, hello, rub/bers, cop/per, 
sup /pose, hur/ry; (c) disappointed; disappear, appointed 

2. (a) disappear; (b) roll; (c) office; (d) disappointed 

3. (a) pose; compose, expose, impose, depose; composition, exposi- 

tion, imposition, deposition; (b) Meanings are better discussed 

than written; derived from Latin verb pono, participle pos7t-wm, 
place or put; (c) disappearance, appearance; (d) unroll, roller 

(a) long, rolling waves; puff up 

(a) pillow; (b) common; (c) office; (d) rubbers; (e) coppers; (f) hurry 

6. (a) roll, pillow, hello, suppose; (b) pillow, pillow, swell, rubbers, 
office, copper, Suppose, appointed and disappointed, appeared and 
disappear, bill and pillow; (c) copper, hello, pillow, rubbers 


ol FSS 


EXTRA HELP 


1. Which words in the list 
(a) are in the past tense? (appeared, appointed, disappointed) 
(b) have rhyming parts at the end that are spelled differently? 
(pillow, hello) 
(c) have //? (bill, roll, pillow, hello, swell) 
(1) have pp? (appeared, disappear, appointed, disappointed) 
2. Answer these questions with a word from the list. 
(a) Of what are pennies made? (copper) 
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(b) What might you wear on your feet when it rains? (rubbers) 
(c) Where in a business building are typewriters used? (office) 
3. In which word or words 
(a) iso the only vowel? (roll, common) 
(b) do you find the prefix sup? (suppose) 
(c) does ¢ spell the sound /s/? (office) 
(d) does c spell the sound /k/? (common, copper) 
(e) does the first syllable rhyme with fur? (hurry) 
4. Guess Me! 
I can be used to complete each of the following sentences. What 
word am I? (roll) 
(a) the ball down the hill. 
(b) Put the wiener on the 
5. Riddles 
(a) You hate to swallow the first part of me but Iam fun ina fight. 
(pillow) 
(b) Put my first letter at the end of me and I become places from 
which water is drawn. (swell, wells) 
(c) Iam really a mineral but all or part of me is also a slang word 
for policeman. (copper) 








FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


1. (a) Explain what common means in this sentence: The cattle 
grazed on the common. A dictionary will help if you do not 
know the answer. (land used by all members of a community; 
no one person owns it) 

(b) What is a homonym of roll? What does it mean? (role: the 
character or part played, usually by an actor) 

Change the prefix of suppose to make three new verbs. Show 

in sentences that you know what the new verbs mean. (trans- 

pose, dispose, propose, oppose, repose, impose, depose, 
expose, interpose) 

3. (a) Find and write a word not in the list that begins with a 
consonant and ends with each of these letter combinations: 
allow, ellow, illow, ollow, for example, fallow. (mallow, sallow; 
bellow, fellow, yellow; billow; follow, hollow) 


— 


(e 
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(b) Find and write a word that begins with a consonant and ends 
with each of these letter combinations: arrow, orrow, urrow. 
(barrow, farrow, harrow, marrow, narrow; borrow, morrow, 
sorrow; burrow, furrow) 

4. (a) What are synonyms for these words: common, hurry, pillow? 
(ordinary, unexceptional, shared, mutual, universal; hasten, 
quicken, spurt, race, etc.; cushion, pad, bolster, headrest) 

(b) What are antonyms of these words: swell, common, hurry? 
(subside, shrink; uncommon, extraordinary, aristocratic, 
noble, etc.; lag, retard, detain) 

5. Words that have double consonants are fairly common, as are 
words with ee and 00; but see how many words you can find that 
are spelled with 
(a) double a. (Aaron, aardvark, bazaar, Baal) 

(b) double h. (withhold, bathhouse) 

(c) double 7. (skiing) 

(d) double w. (vacuum) 


UNIT 34 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


This unit can become part of a total language arts project based on 
hobbies and involving reading, speaking, listening, writing. Introduce 
the words during preliminary discussion; write them on the board as 
they come up in the discussion, and add to the list other words that 
children indicate they need for their writing about hobbies. Concen- 
trate your teaching, however, on the words in the list. 
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Look for ways of relating the words according to their form and 
structure. The following are only a few of the possibilities. Knitted 
and quit, for example, belong together; form the past tense and the 
present participle of quit quitted, quitting) so that the resemblance 
stands out clearly. The silent & of knitted (compare know, knew, knee, 
knife) is the fossil of a consonant that was once sounded. Look at quit 
and quite together and have pupils explain the purpose of the final e. 
Built is another word having a short 7 sound; note the u?. Receive 
belongs to the small class of words in whiche? spells the sound of long 
é, e.g., receipt, deceive, ceiling; in this small group e7 is preceded by c 
with the sound /s/. The effect of a following e ong is apparent in 
pigeon, in whichg has the sound of), as compared with theg of begun, 
in which g is said to be hard. In pottery and hammer the double 
consonants signal a preceding short vowel. Fold belongs to the old 
family already familiar to pupils: cold, sold, bold, hold, ete. 

All spellers should probably take part in this unit as it goes beyond 
the spelling of a brief word list. Most of the class could benefit in their 
own fashion from most of the exercises, and certainly good spellers 
should be asked to do Ex. 7. 

Use “Extra Help” for pupils who need re-teaching, selecting the 
appropriate exercises. Assign “For Good Spellers” to pupils who spell 
all the words correctly after completing the regular exercises. As 
always, try to change your teaching approach during re-teaching. 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: built, interesting, piece, 
quit, quite, receive. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. (a) thread; (b) screw, hammer; (c) pottery; (d) fold; (e) pigeon 

2. (a) quit; (b) enamel; (c) interesting, lonely, honest 

3. (a) sew, long o; screw, 00; (b) sewn, has sewn, is sewn; (c) 
hammered, hammering; threaded, threading; (d) hammer a nail, 
use a hammer; thread a needle, sew with thread 

4. (a) begun, enamel, knitted, during, receive, hammer, pottery, 
interesting, pigeon; (b) knitted, knit, knitting; (c) prece, rece/ve; 
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(d) built, quit, quite; built; quit, quite; (e) enamelled; an enamelled 
chair, enamelled a chair 


. (a) unfold, unscrew, uninteresting; gives a negative sense, makes 


it mean the opposite of the base word; (b) i, ii, 1v 

(a) knitted, hammer, pottery; (b) piecing, enamelling, sewing, . 
screwing, threading, quitting, folding, receiving, hammering; that 
is, to the present tense base of all verbs in the list; (c) begin, 
beginning; (d) pigeon; e following the g 

This can motivate a hobby show to which other classes are invited. 
Posters can be made and the stories displayed with samples of the 
hobbies. 


EXTRA HELP 


le 


Ze 


4, 


Which word in the list 

(a) is the name of a bird? (pigeon) 

(b) names things made of clay? (pottery) 

(c) is an adjective? (enamel, knitted, interesting) 
Which word in the list 

(a) is a form of the verb begin? (begun) 

(b) is a form of the verb buzld? (built) 

(c) is the past tense of the verb knzt? (knitted) 


. (a) Which two words are spelled the same except for one letter? 


(quit, quite) 

(b) In which words can you find these smaller words: crew, read, 
ham, old, rest, ring? (screw, thread, hammer, fold, interesting, 
during) 

(c) Certain pairs of words seem to fit together. Which words from 
the list go with these: needle and and nails, give 
and ? (thread, hammer, receive) 

Playing with Words 

(a) Take a word that means nozseless. Exchange the last two 
letters to make a word in the list that means rather. (quiet- 
quite) 

(b) Take a pastry dessert. Add ce for a serving of the dessert. 
(pie-piece) 

(c) Start off with the people who operate the ship. Put s in front 








b) 
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and you have another name for the propeller that drives the 
ship. (crew-screw) 


FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


1. (a) What is the name of a tool that makes rough surfaces smooth? 


(b) 


(c) 


we (a) 


(b 


_— 


(c) 


n/a) 


(b) 


(c) 


(file, chisel) 

What is a synonym for chew? (Clue: It begins with m.) 
(masticate) 

What else can one do with teeth besides chew? (nibble, gnaw, 
bite, ete.) 

A drum is a percussion instrument. Name two other percus- 
sion instruments. (tympani, castanets, cymbals, xylophone, 
etc.) 

Give two other meanings of drum. (barrel; to beat rapidly on 
something, as to drum with one’s fingers) 

Use a dictionary to find three meanings of hobby. (a leisure- 
time interest or occupation; a small falcon; a small horse; a toy 
horse on rockers or springs) 

In what hobbies would you use the following: easel, tee, yarn, 
film, five pins? (painting, golf, knitting, crocheting or weaving, 
photography, bowling) 

What are two homonyms of sew? Use them to show their 
meanings. (so, sow) 

Add er to sew to make two words with different pronuncia- 
tions and meanings. (one who sews; a drain) 


(d) What are the ordinary names for the following hobbies: phi- 


lately, horticulture, numismatics? (stamp collecting, gar- 
dening, coin collecting) 


Build a pyramid by adding a letter at each step, like this: 


I a 
in 
gin 
Eanes 
grind 
Umino g. thread 


(a, at, eat, date, death, thread) 
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UNIT 35 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


A good visual memory and enough practice to insure mastery are the 
most reliable aids to spelling words that end with able or 7ble, al or el 
or Je. It is suggested, therefore, that visual aids be used as much as 
possible: underline or trace endings with coloured chalk, crayon, or 
ink; expose the words on a screen using the overhead or opaque 
projector; let pupils write the words in large letters on chalkboard or 
newspaper, marking the parts of the words that have given them 
difficulty on a pre-test; have them build words using cards on which 
parts of the words, their syllables, or their bases and suffixes have 
been written or printed. Then use the words in contexts that have 
meaning for the children. 

Make a permanent chart or set apart a section of chalkboard for 
compiling a list of 2b/e and able words as they occur in reading and 
other school subjects. Have another chart (on which some of the same 
words will appear under the heading /e ) for a collection of/e, e/, andal 
words so that pupils have before them over a period of time tables 
that draw attention to the endings, and a motive for searching out 
words with these endings. The charts could be a competitive enter- 
prise, with evenly matched groups competing to see how many words 
they can add to the list, and how many they can use and spell 
correctly. 

Other points should be noticed. Couple and trouble both use ou to 
represent the sound of short wu; compare with cousin, double, danger- 
ous. Principal must be taught in terms of its meaning because of the 
homonym principle (which should not be introduced at this point); 
principal means first, or leading (from L.primus, first or prime, as in 
prime minister). Level is a palindrome, reading the same backwards 
as forward; good spellers may enjoy looking for other palindromes, 
e.g., noon, redder, madam. 

You may want all your pupils to do the exercises of this unit; they 
are useful even for good spellers. 
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If the dictation following completion of the exercises shows that 
some pupils are still confused about the word endings, teach, practise, 
and test each family of endings by itself, and dictate the whole group 
of words only after the spelling of each family has been thoroughly 
established. Have all pupils write the dictated words on completion of 
the unit. 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: hospital, principal, trou- 
ble; appearing for the first time: several. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. le: battle, needle, trouble, portable, title, couple, possible; el: bar- 
rel, shovel, model, level; al: hospital, principal, final, several 

2. battle, needle, barrel, trouble, shovel, title, couple, model, level, 
final; hospital, portable, principal, possible, several 

3. (c) importable, exportable; able to be imported, exported; (e) 
possible: ii, iv; impossible: i, ili 

4. battle, title, couple, needle, trouble 

. barrel, level, shovel, model 

6. (a) principal; (b) several; (c) hospital 


On 


EXTRA HELP 


1. Which words from the list fit? 


(a) name ie cet Ota Lie} 
sharp, pointed instrument le pee he.. (needle) 
pair ll ee enna) 
fight att Bie atid ee alte) 
eters ah NOU AR Ries. pee) re! ot 8 le (trouble) 

(b) form or design pooeyie be Lenimnotlel) 
flat or even wit gepeeres es) e(level) 
spade ea pean Piteesl) (shovel) 


cask a eee ae) barrel) 
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2. (a) Which words in the list mean able to be done and able to be 
carried? Box the letter that is fourth from the last in each of 
these words. (possible, portable) 

(b) In which word do you see the small word able? Circle pbiad in 

the longer word. (portable ) 

In which words can you find these clusters of letters: sib, owb, 

tab? (poss7ble, trouble, portable) 

3. (a) Arrange in alphabetical order the words in the list that end 
with a/. (final, hospital, principal, several) 

(b) In which words in the list can you find smaller words that 
mean: part of a fish, saliva, a chum, cut? (final, hosp7tal, 
principal, several) 

4. (a) In which words is the sound of short w spelled ow? (trouble, 
couple) 

(b) In which word is short w spelled 0? (shovel) 

(c) Which words have double consonants? (battle, barrel, pos- 
sible) 

5. Puzzles 

The answers are in the word list. 

(a) Take a word that means to push, add, and you'll have a useful 
tool for moving snow. (shovel) 

(b) Begin with a word that means require, add a common suffix, 
and you'll have a useful tool for sewing, knitting, or inoculat- 
ing. (needle) 


— 


(c 


FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


1. (a) Explain how shove and shovel are related in meaning as well 
as spelling. (A shovel is a tool for shoving or moving earth, 
etc.) 

(b) Write bundle and two or three words that have the same or 
similar meanings. (package, parcel, pack, bale, etc.) 

2. (a) Write six words not in the list that end with the suffix able, 
and six that end with the suffix ble. (able: see Ex. 3; ible: 
terrible, horrible, sensible, visible, legible, edible, etc.) 
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(b) Make similar lists of words ending with e/ and al. (el: revel, 
hovel, cancel, chapel, vowel, hotel, ete.; al: comical, choral, 
admiral, arrival, total, horizontal, ete.) 

(c) There are other spellings for the final/ sound. Try to find two 
words or more that end with 7/, and two that end with ‘le. 
(pencil, fossil, civil, devil, etc.; agile, tensile, fragile, etc.) 

3. Each of the definitions is for a word that ends with able, e.g., (a) 
amiable. 

(a) polite, friendly (or affable) 

(b) a thick, strong rope (cable) 

(c) a short tale with a moral (fable) 

(d) liking people, enjoying being in company (sociable) 

(e) capable of being lived in (livable) 

(f) fickle, not always the same (changeable) 

4, Make up a sentence using words whose initial letters spell any 
word in the list, e.g., shovel: Switzerland has only very elevated 
landscapes. 

5. How many words of four letters or more can you make by using 
the letters of several? of portable? (Accept only correctly spelled 
words.) 


UNIT 36 (Review) 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


Add to the list of words to be reviewed other words that have caused 
special difficulty for your pupils. Dictate the words in context, and 
check the dictation carefully. The words most commonly misspelled 
by your pupils should form the core of your teaching of this unit. 
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Group the words to be taught so that relationships are apparent; 
for example, group the nouns, the verbs, and the adjectives. Or group 
the words according to structure. Twelfth, eighth, and ninth have the 
suffix common to all ordinals but the first three, t/. Receive, couple, 
suppose, chocolate, quite, separate, course, possible have final silent e. 
Dangerous, disappointed, tomatoes, interesting all have recognizable 
suffixes that affect the meaning and use of the base word. The prefix 
dis is common to disappointed and disappear; the prefix sup in 
suppose appears in other family words as well, e.g., support, sub- 
marine, survive. Hospital and principal end with al. Several words 
have c representing the sound /k/: accident, couple, chocolate, course; 
others have c representing /s/: accident, receive, principal; note that 
in every case the c sounded /s/ is followed by e or /. The combination 
gh appears three times: in cough and laughed having the sound /f/, 
and in eighth not sounded. The words you have to teach will deter- 
mine vour grouping of them. 

Not all children should be required to do all the exercises. Even 
children who had several errors on the pre-test may be excused from 
doing exercises based on words they can already spell, if you think 
that freeing them would provide encouragement and reinforce their 
feeling of success in spelling. 

Re-teach on a small-group or individual basis words that pupils 
continue to misspell. Try to keep the teaching fresh and original, and 
provide extra practice in motivated situations, such as making 
designs with the spelling words. 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: cough, course, 
disappear, disappointed, eighth, hospital, interesting, ninety, ninth, 
principal, quite, receive, separate, suppose, tear, twelfth, whether. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. (a) danger, appoint or point, twelve, laugh, interest, nine, nine 

2. (a) eighth; (b) cough, laughed; (c) disappear, sometimes tear; (d) 
couple, possible; eighth, twelfth, ninth; (e) accident, suppose, 
disappear, disappointed, possible; (f) dangerous; (g) eighth, 
twelfth 
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3. (a) chocolate, tomatoes; (b) tomato; (d) accidental, accidentally; (e) 
one-eighth, one-ninth; (f) interested 

4. (a) twelfth, ninth, eighth; (b) hospital; (c) chocolate; (d) accident: 
(e) receive a receipt; (f) disappointed 

5. Check construction of sentences as well as spelling. 

6. (a) appointment; (b) appearance; (c) tearful: sad, filled with tears, 
teary; (d) different vowel sound; untearable, can’t be torn; (e) 
endangered 

7. Make sure words used in the designs are correctly spelled! 
Display designs in classroom, corridors, or library. 

Extra Help 

1. twelfth, model, receive, whether, receive, quite 

2. receive, chocolate, separate, couple, suppose, course, quite, possi- 
ble; whether; eighth, twelfth, ninth; disappear, disappointed; 
dangerous, accident, principal, hospital, chocolate, separate, 
disappear, tomatoes, possible; receive, eighth; tear, disappear 

3. (a) ninety; (b) eighth; (c) ninth; (d) model; (e) tomatoes; (f) cough 

4, (a) tear, disappear; (b) hospital; (c) interesting, accident 

5. (a) dangerous, disappear, disappointed; (b) model, ninety, ninth, 
possible, principal, quite, receive, separate, suppose, tear, 
tomatoes, twelfth; (c) chocolate, cough, couple, course 

6. (a) receive; (b) eighth; (c) hospital 


For Good Spellers 


Ik 


(a) appear; safe; give, donate, contribute; cried; impossible; (b) 
imagine, think; vanish; unsafe, hazardous, perilous; get, take, 
accept; guffawed, giggled, chuckled; pleasing, engaging, enter- 
taining 

(a) e.g., cough, rough, through, plough; (b) deceive, conceive, per- 
ceive; (c) deceit, deception; conceit, conception; perception 

(a) entrance, lead, read, slough, desert, present, ete. 

(a) See Unit 2; also tea from China; pepper from OE piper, ulti- 
mately of oriental origin; mustard from Old Fr.; vinegar from Old 
Fr., from Latin; spice from French, from L. species 

(a) Accept children’s suggestions; doctor, nurse, medicine, X ray, 
bed, interne, aides, intravenous, operation, surgery, etc.; fall, 
break, sprain, pain, hospital, ambulance, cast, sling, ete. 
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UNIT 37 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


The theme of the unit can be used to introduce most of the words. The 
following paragraph may be useful. 

The city of Regina, named for Queen Victoria, regina being the 
Latin word for queen, once had a more picturesque title — Pile o’ 
Bones— presumably for the piles of buffalo bones on what became 
its site. Not much more than a hundred years ago, large herds of 
buffalo, more properly called bison, roamed the western plains and 
provided shelter, food, and clothing to the Plains Indians who 
hunted them. Since the Indians depended on the buffalo for their 
very lives, the hunters grew extremely skilful in their pursuit of 
these noble animals. They would crawl as close to their quarry as 
possible, right to the edge of the herd. The huge beasts did not 
expect an attack and were usually easy prey as they stopped in 
their thousands at the water holes and salt licks scattered over the 
prairies. 

The words may then be taught according to elements they have in 
common. For example, buffalo, bull, usually have double letters; 
crawl and raw have aw; in count, expect, crawl, colt the sound /k/ is 
represented by ¢, inlick by ck, ndrank by k . In since, ¢ represents 
the sound /s+-compare with previously studied words piece, niece, 
office, science. Have pupils recall that the sound of j is often spelled g 
witha followinge or? as inRegina and pigeon. Colt, count, drank, and 
expect end with consonant blends. Note that the present tense of 
drank is drink, and recall other verbs that form the past tense by 
changing the internal vowel: sleep, slept; sing, sang; meet, met; feel, 
felt; ete. None is a combination of no one or not one. The prefix ex 
appears in expect; it is still an active prefix, e.g., ex-premier, ex-boxer, 
etc. The letter x is used so seldom that some children may still have 
trouble writing it; in the writing or spelling lesson attention should be 
paid to its formation. 
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Attention to the spelling of words should never be subordinated to 
unnecessary puzzling over the content of the exercises, thus Ex. 1 
should be done orally with children who might not know the answers. 

In re-teaching, follow the usual procedure of testing following 
completion of the exercises. Re-teach words that were misspelled to 
the pupils who misspelled them. Some of the re-teaching may have to 
be on an individual or small-group basis. 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: among, none, seemed, 
usually; appearing for the first time: since. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 

1. (a) Regina; (b) buffalo or bison; (c) bison or buffalo; (d) bull; (e) 
colt; (f) crawled close; (g) a place where salt is deposited and 
animals come to lick it 

2. uncounted, countless 

Check sentences for structure and spelling. 

4. crawl, raw; buffalo, bull, usually; rush, buffalo, bull, count; 
among, none; crawl, colt, expect, count; colt, expect, count; 
crawl, drank 

5. Regina, crawl or drank, lick, raw, seemed, since 

6. (a) respect, inspect; (b) licks, licked, licking; crawls, crawled, 
crawling; expects, expected, expecting; (c) flaw, maw, straw, 
law, thaw, etc.; drawl, trawl, brawl, etc. 

7. Stories should be considered, read, and shared. 


= 


EXTRA HELP 


1. Answer the questions with words from the list. 
(a) Which two words name the same animal? (bison, buffalo) 
(b) Which four words of four letters each have one vowel and end 
with two consonants? (rush, lick, colt, bull) 
(c) What is the captial city of Saskatchewan? (Regina) 
(d) Which two words have o spelling the sound of short wu? 
(among, none) 


156 UNIT 37 
2. Which word 


4. 


(a) is the past tense of drink? (drank) 

(b) has seem as its base word? (seemed) 

(c) has in it the smaller word awl? (crawl) 

(d) means the opposite of cooked? (raw) 

(a) What verb tells what you do when you say, “1, 2, 3”? (count) 

(b) Which word has the same prefix as explore? (expect) 

(c) Which word means not one? (none) 

What’s the Word? 

(a) This word is spelled the same as a word that means the 
opposite of hot, except for its last letter. (colt) 

(b) When 6 is added to the beginning, this word becomes some- 
thing used for scrubbing or removing dirt. (rush) 

(c) When the prefix wn is added to this word it has the opposite 
meaning. (usually) 

(d) Add ce to something wicked and you have this word. (since) 


FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


1. 


7a 


3. 


(a) Make up a sentence using savage and buffalo or bison. 

(b) Write a question using the word skunk. 

(c) Click sounds like its meaning. Write three or four other words 
that begin withe org and sound like what they mean. (crackle, 
chuckle, clang, clash, etc.; growl, grunt, gasp, grumble, etc.) 

(a) The term for a number of buffalo travelling together is herd. 
What is the name for a number of pigeons? of lions? of par- 
tridges? (flock, pride, covey) 

(b) Show by using the word that you know two meanings for rush. 
(to hurry; a reed or water plant) 

(c) Do the same for cownt. “umber or enumerate; an aristocratic 
title, e.g., Count Dracula) 

(a) Add asuffix to make a noun from expect. What are three other 
words of more than two syllables that have the same suffix? 
(expectation, information, reputation, etc.) 

(b) Make words by substituting 6 andd for the first letter of colt. 
Explain what the words mean. (bolt: bar, v. and n.; run sud- 
denly; dolt: a dull, stupid person) 
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4. Are You Word Wise? 
From the words on the right pick the word that is closest in 
meaning to the word in heavy type on the left. Check with a 
dictionary when you have finished. 


savage unworldly forested fierce open (fierce) 
shoal — shallow sandbar island strait (sandbar) 
beckon motion wave summon request (summon) 
vivid flamboyant coloured bright expressive (bright) 


UNIT 38 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


The words may be introduced in the context of vacation and travel, 
either real or imaginary. 

Note the two accepted pronunciations of toward: tord and to/ward; 
you may want to compare the word with forward, backwards, inward, 
outward. Motel is a portmanteau word, manufactured from motor 
and hotel. Welcome is an old and interesting compound: wel was 
originally OE w//, desire or pleasure, and took on its present form by 
analogy with French b/envenu and a mistaken derivation from the 
English adjective well; pupils need not be given the background but 
should note that welcome has only one/. Note that propeller is formed 
from the base word propel, to drive forward; the root ped/ is from a 
Latin verb meaning push, and appears in impel, compel, repel. Mont- 
real is acompound word, real being a form of royal; the dominating 
feature of the city is indeed Mount Royal. Note the g in engine 
spelling the sound of 7 and the final e which does not indicate a 
preceding long vowel. Have pupils watch out for the o in pilot; the le 
ending in paddle; the suffix age in package, which also appears in 
manage, savage, marriage, courage, etc. —have pupils explain why g 
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has the sound of / (ndeed, when the sound occurs at the end of a word 
it is usually spelled ge or dge). Canoe, from the language spoken by 
the natives of Haiti, entered English as early as the mid-sixteenth 
century as canoa; compare the unusual spelling oe with shoe. Have 
pupils tell you why Charlottetown, Montreal, and Halifax begin with 
capital letters. 

Remember that you are principally concerned with the spelling of 
the words in the list and make sure those words are used when pupils 
are asked to write sentences, as in Ex. 1 and 2. Such exercises are 
important because they tell you whether your pupils can use the 
words in contexts they themselves provide. 


Most commonly misspelled word repeated: toward. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


l. (a) Charlottetown, Montreal, Halifax; (b) Charlottetown, Mont- 
realelalifax 


2. (b) paddle, though some canoes may be fitted with a light motor 
3. (a) welcome; (b) pilot; tug; (c) package 

4. (a) toward Montreal, away from Charlottetown; (b) engineer 

5. (a) ho/tel, can/oe, mo/tel, tohvard; (b) second syllable; propel; (c) 


repel: drive back; one drives back, the other drives forward 
(a) brunch, grumble; (b) wel/come 
problem; 1, ii, il, Iv 


fo" 


EXTRA HELP 


1. (a) Which two words in the list name places where people pay for 
lodging? (hotel, motel) 
(b) Which words might be used in writing about an airplane or 
boat? (engine, pilot, propeller, motor) 
(c) Which word has been made from two other words in the list? 
(motel from motor and hotel) 
2. (a) Which large city was named for a mountain that forms part of 
it? (Montreal) 
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(b) Which two cities were named for people? (Charlottetown, 
Halifax) 


. (a) Write canoe and the word from the list that tells how you 


move a canoe. (paddle) 
(b) Which two words often have the same meaning? (engine, 
motor; accept hotel and motel if pupils can justify the answer) 
(c) Which word means the opposite of away from? (toward) 


. (a) Write in alphabetical order the words in the list that begin 


with p. (package, paddle, pilot, problems, propeller) 
(b) List all the words of two syllables. (hotel, engine, pilot, canoe, 
problems, motel, paddle, package, welcome, motor, toward) 


. (a) In which words do you see the following smaller words: come, 


pad, lot, can, real? (welcome, paddle, pilot and Charlottetown, 
canoe, Montreal) 
(b) In which words does g spell the sound of j? (engine, package) 


. Word Puzzles 


(a) My first syllable is something carried on the back and my 
second tells how old you are. What word am I? (package) 

(b) What are two more words that end the same way as the word 
in (a) but start with a syllable that means: (i) a grown-up boy; 
(ii) a barrier for water? (manage, damage) 


FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


Le 


oi 


(a) If a paddler uses a paddle, what does a rower use? (an oar) 
(b) Explain the meaning of the saying, “Paddle your own canoe.” 
(Do your own thing, mind your own business, be independent. ) 
(c) Name another stopping-place for travellers in addition to the 
two named in the list. (inn, pension, boarding house, hostel) 
(a) What sources of energy may be used to run a motor or an 
engine? (coal, steam, gasoline, diesel oil, hydroelectric power, 
nuclear fission or uranium, etc.; accept reasonable answers) 
(b) Use adictionary to help you describe a kayak, a coracle, a junk, 
an outrigger. (a light Eskimo boat completely covered with 
skins except for the opening for the paddler; a round skin- 
covered boat used by the ancient Britons or Celts; a Chinese 
or Southeast Asian houseboat; a canoe of hollowed log or skin 
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» 


oO. 


with outriggers, or long narrow floats, to provide stability, 
and used by various sea-going people of the Pacific) 

(a) Tacks and tax both rhyme with the last syllable of Halifax. 
What are three more words ending with acks and three end- 
ing with ax? (lacks, sacks, cracks, etc.; lax, flax, relax, etc.) 

(b) List at least four words that end with age having the same 
sound as age in package. (cabbage, savage, carriage, manage, 
language, ete.) 

(a) Express the idea of Welcome to our home in as many ways as 
you can; for example, We are so glad you are here. (Thank you 
for coming; we're happy to have you with us; it’s a pleasure to 
welcome you; come in, we're glad you're here; etc.) 

(b) What have Charlottetown and Halifax in common? (capital 
cities, near the sea, in eastern Canada, in maritime provinces, 
derive their names from people, historical sites) 

(c) The root of propeller is pell, from a Latin verb meaning to 
push or drive. Make words from the root by adding prefixes; 
for example, propel. (impel, repel, compel, dispel) 


. Playing with Letters 


(a) Substitute n fort in motel and rearrange the letters to make a 
fruit. (lemon) 

(b) Substitute r for e in canoe and rearrange the letters to spell 
the seed of a mighty tree. (acorn) 


UNIT 39 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


Although a number of commonly misspelled words are repeated in 
this unit, teach all the words as if they were totally new to your pupils. 
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Two words have the same meaning: perhaps and maybe, both of 
which cin be divided into two recognizable parts —per/haps (by 
chance), may/be. Do not introduce the homonym coarse for course 
unless a pupil draws attention to it, but spend time on the spelling ov 
for the sound commonly spelled or. Space and distance both have the 
sound /s/ at the end spelled ce: in count, across, course, on the other 
hand, ¢ spells the sound /k/ because the following letter is o or r. 
Observant children will point out that in rockets the sound /k/ is 
spelled by the combination ch, and they should be able to give you 
other words in which ck occurs in the middle, e.g., cracker, rocker, 
flocking, cricket.Solar has sol as its root; some pupils may be familiar 
with the slang term Old Sol, from Latin so/, sun. Other words with 
the suffix ar — children can give you some if you are building 
vocabulary and generalizing spelling principles — are polar, molar, 
scholar, beggar, liar. Million, a thousand thousand, comes from L. 
mille, thousand; have pupils derive millimetre, milligram, million- 
aire, and from /li form bill’on and trillion. Inenergy and engine the 
sound of / is spelled byg; y inenergy and? inengine indicate the softg. 

Pre-test, re-test by dictating the words after teaching them, and 
continue the process of teaching, testing, re-teaching, gradually elim- 
inating words as they are mastered. Allow pupils to go on with other 
work when they have learned the words. 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: across, course, hour, 
maybe, minute, perhaps. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. (a) might be used to generate heat, power; (b-d) Make sure words 
are correctly used and spelled. 
2. (a) e.g., The space craft travelled a vast distance into space. (b) 
Share the sentences by having them read aloud or written on the 
chalkboard; check for construction and spelling. (c) perhaps, 
maybe; (d) Accept children’s perceptions of what is possible. 
(a) Both mean at the last moment and convey a sense of urgency. 
4. million, thousand, minute, hour 


= 
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5. engine, energy; space, minute, engine, course, distance; unless, 
across; space, distance; planet, rockets, million, across, unless 

6. (a) planet; (b) engine; (c) count; (d) course; (e) energy 

7. rockets, hour, maybe, energy, thousand; outside the ship: solar, 
space, million, thousand 


EXTRA HELP 


1. Which words from the list fit this puzzle? 


a Onl Lees 60 minutes (hour) 

Pe ae enumerate (count) 

Se 5) PO: route (course) 
he OL i Oe) RL) (thousand) 


2. Which word in the list 
(a) has only e as a vowel? (eleventh) 
(b) has the suffix ar? (solar) 
(c) begins and ends with the same letter? (engine) 
(d) has the prefix wn? (unless) 
(e) ends with y? (energy) 
(f) begins with a silent letter? (hour) 
3. (a) Write in alphabetical order the words in the list that have 
double letters. (across, million, unless) 
(b) Complete this table. 


Singular Plural 
(space) spaces 
rocket (rockets) 
(distance) distances 
minute (minutes) 


(planet) planets : 
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4. Unscramble these to find six words in the list: rsocas, neengi, 
ryegne, yoaem, kscoter, slnuse. (across, engine, energy, maybe, 
rockets, unless) 


FOR GOOD SPELLERS 


1. (a) Which two words in the list have homonyms? What are the 
homonyms? (our, coarse) 

(b) Solar means pertaining to the sun. What word means pertain- 
ing to the moon? (lunar) 

(c) In your own words explain what the following mean: (i) Keep 
your distance. (ii) Distance makes the heart grow fonder. (iii) 
Distance lends enchantment. (Stay away, don’t interfere, or 
remain aloof; one misses a person one loves who is out of sight 
and so realizes how great the love is; things look better from 
far away, cf. Far fields are greener.) 

2. (a) Make up a sentence to tell someone that you cannot do some- 
thing wnless something else happens, e.g., I can’t go to the 
movies unless my brother comes with me. 

(b) Use space to show at least two different meanings of the 
word. (space travel, space between objects, we space our- 
selves at equal distances, enough space in which to move 
freely) 

(c) Do the same for the word rockets. (fireworks, propelled by 
rockets, the car rockets down the track) 

3. (a) Name the major planets in their order from the sun. (Mercury, 
Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, Pluto) 

(b) What name is given to a body that revolves around a planet? 
(satellite, moon) 

(c) What name is given to the path followed by a planet around 
the sun? (orbit) 

4. (a) What is a synonym of bucket? Of what material were buckets 
usually made? (pail, scuttle; wood) 

(b) List as many words as you know or can find that end, like 
rocket and bucket, with et. (locket, pocket, socket, racket, 
packet, cricket, mallet, pallet, basset, etc.) 
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UNIT 40 (Review) 
SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 


Every word in this unit, except the newly coined Ms., appears among 
the most commonly misspelled words listed at the back of this book. 
Pupils who have mastered the spelling of these words are well on 
their way to being good spellers. (Note that Ms. is often written | 
without a period.) 

Pre-test by dictating all the words in the list. Excuse from further | 
review lessons the pupils who had a perfect score on the pre-test. t.| 
Teach the misspelled words to the pupils who had err 
again. Follow this procedure until all or almost all ee a e| 
mastered the words. Add to the list any review words that HEAT 
proved difficult for your class. Include in the last dictation the pupils | 
who were excused earlier, in order to test their mastery of the w ords | 
and to keep a record of pupil achievement. 

Errors in the dictation will point out the specific difficulties in your | 
class; the re-teaching lesson should be organized to overcome these 
difficulties. Stress the importance of self-study of the misspelled | 
words using the study steps. Group the words for re-teaching accord- | 
ing to similarities and relationships that make it easier for pupils to 
remember them. Groupings might include those below, but you will 
undoubtedly find others that suit the needs of your class. Have pupils 
do the initial checking, but always re-check personally for errors that 
have been overlooked. 

Make sure that pupils spell al/ right as two words, the preferred 
spelling. You may find it useful to look at surprise and suppose | 
together, since a frequent misspelling of sarprise is to write p for 7; | 
another frequent error is the writing of z for s. Have pupils note that | 
ninety, like nineteenth, retains the e of the base word but nznth does | 
not. In both e7ghth and ninth the last letter of the base word is 
dropped before adding the ordinal suffix th. Careful pronunciation | 
helps pupils to remember the spelling of separate, library, quiet, 
miteresting, SHrprise, Ad SUPPOSE, 





























| 
| 
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You may want to group words having different spellings for the 
sound of long e, and words having ¢ spelling the sound /s/. Usually 
and sincerely both add the suffix /y directly to the base word. Chil- 
dren should be able to tell you that when a verb ends withe, thee of 
the ed ending disappears, as in decided; have them practise this 
principle by. writing the past tense of separate, suppose, surprise, 
receive, piece. Hospital is one of many words ending with al: 
principal, comical, usual, ete. The short sound of e in weather has 
parallels in feather, bread, meadow; only practice can establish the 
correct spelling. The homonyms to, too, two should be learned in 
context, separately if possible, until correct usage becomes automat- 
ic. Dividing Wed /nes/day into three blocks of three letters each may 
help children remember its spelling. 

Although you would normally excuse from doing the exercises 
pupils who can already spell all the words in the review list, some 
good spellers may benefit from Ex. 1, and some may enjoy doing Ex.5 
and Ex. 7. 

See page 29 for a final test if you wish to give one. 


Most commonly misspelled words repeated: all words in the list 
except Ms. 


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES 


1. i. Mr., ii. Mrs. or Ms., iii. Mr., iv. Ms. or Miss, v. Mrs. or Ms., vi. Mr. 
and Mrs. or Ms. 

3. Wednesday, decided, ninety, library 

4. separate, quiet, interesting; suppose, separate, speech, since, sur- 
prise, sincerely, soldier; hospital; eighth, ninth; nine-ninths 

5. (a) quiet, usually, receive, sincerely, interesting; (b) since, piece, 
weather, all right; (c) speech, since, decided; (d) amount, soldier, 


| suppose, hospital, surprise 
6 


—— 


. (a) soldier; (b) speech; (c) cough; (d) all right; (e) sincerely 
7. For information and the stimulation of students who are 
interested enough to pursue the suggestions. 
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Extra Help 


ib 
Jap 


oe) 
; 


For Good Spellers 
LF 


. (a) both derived from L. hostis, enemy, cognate with guest, and the 


Check sentences for structure and spelling. 

(a) all, cough, eighth, ninth, piece, right, since, speech, to, too, two; 
(b) to, too, two; too; two; (c) Mr., Mrs., Ms. or Ms 
quiet or usually, separate, ninety, decided, speech, interesting, — 
receive 
(a) weather, amount, cough, surprise, soldier, piece; (b) separate, 
Wednesday, ezghth; all right, dec?ded, ninety, lvbrary, surprise, 
ninth, qu7et; (c) receive, suppose, surprise 

weather, cough, library, Wednesday, usually 

(a) piece; (b) speech; (c) suppose 


(a) comparative, comparison, comparing, disparage, preparation, 
preparatory, reparations, etc.; (b) peace, grease, fleece, police, 
geese, pelisse; don’t expect all of these; (c) supposition: something 
supposed 


root of host as well as hostile, hospital (from hospes, hospitis); in 
ancient times any stranger was a potential enemy as well as a 
guest; (b) All deal with speaking to an audience; least formal: give | 
a talk; most formal: deliver an oration; (c) synonyms: stillness; | 
generally, often, commonly; part, section, bit; antonyms: from; | 
noisy; falsely, dishonestly, insincerely; seldom, occasionally, 
infrequently, uncommonly, rarely 

Share the acrostics on the chalkboard. Examples: 
Windy/Enjoyable/A greeable/Treacherous/Harsh/Elfish/Rough; } 
Health/Operation/Sickness/Pain/Interne/Tests/Aide/Life. 

(a) active, brave, courageous, devoted, enthusiastic, ete.; provides 
opportunities for discussion; (c) 890 A.D. 

A variant of Madam, ’'m Adam is Mad, Am I, Madam? Other 
well-known palindromes are S77, I’m Iris!, Live was I ere I saw 
evil; word palindromes: level, peep, sagas, radar, shahs, poop, | 
noon, sees, rotor. | 
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331 MOST COMMONLY 
MISSPELLED WORDS 


This list is based upon a number of studies, including Gates’ Spell/ng 
Difficulties in 3876 Words, the Fitzgerald list (Fitzgerald and Brit- 
tain, in Hlementary English Review, Feb. 1942), and Kyte’s “Errors 
in Commonly Misspelled Words in the Intermediate Grades”, P/i/ 
Delta Kappan, May 195s. 


Special attention is given to the teaching and re-teaching of these 

words, as follows: 

1. Each of the 331 words is introduced, as if it were a new word, at 
least twice in the series; almost half are listed three times, and 
approximately 50 “demons” are listed four times or more. 

2. Inthe pupils’ terts, a cumulative list of all such words introduced 
to date appears at the back of each book. 

3. Inthe teacher’s handbooks, any of these 331 words that appear in 
a unit are listed with the teaching suggestions for that unit, as 
either a repeated or a new word. 


The book in which a word is first introduced is indicated in the list. 


about 2 almost 3 are 2 
accommodate 3 along 3 argument 7 
ache a) already 4 asked 3 
acquainted 6 altogether 7 athletics a) 
across 3 always 3 aunt 3 
address 4 am 2 

advice 7 among 4 balloon 3 
afternoon 3 amount 5 basketball 6 
again 3 answer 4 beauty 6 
aisle 7 any 3 because 2 
all right 4 April 3 been 2 
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before 
begin 
beginning 
believe 
benefit 
bought 
boy 
break 
brother 
brought 
built 
business 
busy 
buy 


cannot 
can't 
captain 
certainly 
children 
choose 
chosen 
Christmas 
close 
clothes 
colour 
come 
committee 
complete 
conquered 
control 
cough 
could 
country 
course 
cousin 


day 


0 en ee 


OWN FN WwW 


Ww de de 


Www hw 


SR] er, 8G 1 


~ 
2) 


fl] 


bo 


ee CO CS 


te 


dear 
decided 
definite 
describe 
description 
develop 
diamond 
didn’t 
different 
dining 
disappear 
disappointed 
disguised 
divide 
doctor 
does 

done 

don't 
down 
dropped 


early 
Easter 
easy 
eighth 
enough 
equipped 
every 
everybody 
excellent 
excuse 


father 
February 
finally 
fine 

first 

for 


crew 


WG 


OO Cl Olas COSCO) =) 


ol 


mMow ww or 


Oe Ww Ww 


meme ND Ww 


IN WwW ow be 


foreign 
formerly 
forty 
fourth 
Friday 
friend 
from 
fun 


generally 
getting 
goes 

good 
good-bye 
government 
gerade 
grammar 
guess 
guest 


had 

half 
handkerchiefs 
happiness 
has 

have 
hear 
heard 
height 
hello 

her 

here 

him 

his 

hope 
hospital 
hour 
house 


=) 100 


wWNWwww . 
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WNNNN & 
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MOST COMMONLY MISSPELLED WORDS 


how 


I’m 
immediately 
in 
independent 
instead 
interesting 
intramural 
isn’t 


judgment 
just 


knew 
know 
knowledge 


laboratory 
laid 

lead 
league 
led 
lessons 
letter 
library 
lightning 
like 

little 
loose 
lose 
losing 
lots 


make 


YY 


it 


. 


= Bw & CC 


aNw w OW CO 


He OC 


_—_ 
' Oe 


CUmCeyeco ea DSTI oe) ee Oo 7 «OS 


ir 


many 
maybe 
meant 
medicine 
minute 
Miss 
morning 
mother 
Mr. 

Mrs. 
much 
my 


name 
naturally 
necessary 
neighbour 
never 
ninety 
ninth 
none 

now 


occurred 
o'clock 
October 
off 
official 
often 

on 

once 

one 
opinion 
opportunities 
our 

out 
outside 


ae eB le 


4, ants 


DOSS 2o) Sots toe ge 


“J bt 


Vee ste “GS OH) 


fe 
Vase 


bo We the 


Ww Ios Nm =!) x 


paid 
passed 
patience 
people 
perhaps 
persuaded 
plece 
play 
pleasant 
please 
practice 
preferred 
pretty 
prevent 
principal 
probably 
proceeded 
prominent 


quantity 
question 
quiet 
quit 
quite 


raise 
ready 

real 
receive 
religious 
remember 
right 


sald 
sandwiches 
Saturday 
saw 


Says 
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school 
SCISSOrS 
seemed 
send 
separate 
several 
severe 
shoes 
shoulder 
slege 
similar 
since 
sincerely 
soldier 
some 
soon 
speech 


stationery 


store 
straight 
stretch 
studying 
successful 
sugar 
summer 
Sunday 
suppose 
sure 
surprise 


teacher 


Cu Geo ES See 


-1] cl 


2 sss. 


ioe ee ea 


CO OF tm =) SS we Eh =) Cr 


tear 

the 
their 
them 
then 
there 
they 
think 
though 
thought 
threw 
through 
time 

to 
tobacco 
today 
together 
tomorrow 
too 
toward 
toys 
train 
tries 
trouble 
truly 
Tuesday 
twelfth 
two 


uncle 
unconsclous 


i] 


Lp 


C 


ee 


y 


bho ww ie 


OS de 


“oe We 


IV CI WwW 


Se (ei 


until 


very 


Was 
wear 
weather 


Wednesday 


week 
well 
were 
when 
where 
whether 
which 
while 
white 
whole 
whose 
wieners 
with 
woman 
won't 
would 
write 
written 
wrote 


your 


Ie 


WwWwwn te 


wWwwounwnw wh lw 


iw 
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A BASIC SPELLING LITERACY 
VOCABULARY OF 442 WORDS 


This list is based, in part, on George C. Kyte and Virginia A. Neel, “A 
Core Vocabulary of Spelling Words”, Elementary School Journal, 
Liv:1 (Sept. 1953), 29-34. 


The book in which a word is first introduced is indicated in the list. 


able 4 around 3 big 2 
about 2 as is bill $ 
above 4 asked 3 black 2 
account 7 at 4 blue Z 
address 4 attention 6 book 2 
after Z aunt 54 both 4 
afternoon 3 away “s box 3 
again 3 boy 4 
against 5 baby 2 bring 2 
ago 3 back 2 brother 2 
all 2 bad 3 brought 2 
almost 3 balance i, business 4 
along 3 ball 2 but 2 
also 3 be 2 buy 3 
always 3 beautiful 3 by ra 
am Zz because 2 

amount § bed 2 call 3 
an 9 been 7d came 2 
and 2 before 3 can 2 
another 3 being 4 candy 3 
answer 4 believe 4 cannot 3 
any 3 best rd can’t 3 
appreciate 7 better 3 car 2 
are 2 between 6 care 3 
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case 
cat 
certainly 
check 
children 
Christmas 
city 

class 
close 

cold 

come 
coming 
company 
could 
country 
course 
covered 
credit 

cut 


daddy 
date 

day 
dear 
department 
desire 
did 
didn’t 
different 
dinner 
do 

does 
doll 
done 
don’t 
door 
down 
dress 


5) 


er) 


WoNMNHRr WN WWW wWwW WW wv 


Co: OO. > on 
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drive 


each 
early 

eat 
enclosing 
end 
enough 
even 
evening 
ever 
every 
everybody 
expect 
eye 


facts 
family 
far 
farm 
father 
favour 
feel 
few 
find 
fine 
fire 
first 
fish 
five 
food 
for 
forward 
found 
four 
Friday 
friend 
from 


4 


BPrmewr hr wWwwrahrd Ww wo 


mWWNrMmMWnrnD Wn Wr We DNWwW WwW AI x O1 


mNwwne dw Qe 


full 
fun 
further 
future 


game 
gave 
get 
getting 
girl 
give 
given 
glad 

go 
goes 
going 
gone 
good 
got 
grade 
great 
ground 


guess 


had 
hair 
half 
hand 
happy 
hard 
has 
have 
having 
he 
head 
hear 
heard 
heir 


AD Dw WwW 


how Fh KH PD Ww LW & 


Wowwnr hry wb &W bb bro 
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help 

her 
here 
high 

his 
home 
hope 
house 
how 
however 


if 

in 
information 
interesting 
into 


keep 
kind 
kindly 
knew 
know 


land 
large 
last 
later 


} leave 


: 





' left 


let 
letter 


IO hk ow 


Cw 


OS 


w 


Tee 


mBPrmMnNnw ondnrnn Ww 


Sy lel Ne 


bo 


life 
light 
like 
lines 
little 
live 
long 
look 
lots 
love 


made 
mail 
make 
man 
many 
material 
matter 
may 
me 
men 
might 
milk 
Miss 
Monday 
money 
month 
more 
morning 
most 
mother 
Mr. 
Mrs. 
much 
must 
my 
myself 


CoS Dom echs 


bo op pw be 


ww 


bo 


ONAN NN BPNNWNW WH W 


CN-bo GO DO tO 01 Ww OS 


ron 


m DO WwW 


name 
near 
necessary 
need 
never 
new 
next 
nice 
night 
no 

not 
note 
nothing 
now 
number 


o'clock 
of 
off 
office 
oh 
old 
on 
once 
one 
only 
open 
or 
order 
other 
our 
out 
over 
own 


paper 


party 
past 
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pay 
people 
picture 
place 
play 
please 
pleasure 
possible 
presents 
pretty 
price 
put 


quite 


rather 
ready 
real 
receipt 
receive 
red 
regarding 
remember 
reply 
rest 
returned 
ride 

right 
room 

run 


said 

Santa Claus 
satisfactory 
Saturday 
save 

saw 

say 


co 


— wmwPonMmnANouonwnwnwn hw 


He JOON NS Ce Gee i Coles 


Io CO (Ce) Care Co! cnt 


bo 


mm & WwW OO bh lt 


school 
second 
see 
seemed 
send 
sent 
service 
several 
she 
ship 
should 
sidewalk 
since 
sincerely 
sir 
sister 
SIX 
small 
snow 

so 

some 
soon 
sorry 
spring 
start 
stay 
still 
stockings 
story 
stove 
street 
such 
summer 
Sunday 
suppose 
sure 


take 


wmPeooinrw=w &NW NM Ww 


Som wiikt RPM OWWWWWWNNNWNHND OB OW WD W 


taken 
talk 
teacher 
tell 

ten 
than 
thank 


that 


the 
their 
them 
then 
there 
therefore 
these 
they 
things 
think 
this 
those 
though 
thought 
three 
through 
time 

to 
today 
together 
told 
tomorrow 
too 
took 
town 
toys 
train 
tree 
truly 
trust 


NONMN Nr NNMNNMWWNHNWN WwW 


bo PO kh LW CO 


Dr WwW 
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try 
two 


under 
understand 
until 

up 

us 

use 


very 


walk 
want 
was 
water 
way 


bo Wm Mw ow bo 


wWrmhd & w 


we 
weather 
week 
well 
went 
were 
what 


~when 


where 
whether 
which 
while 
white 
who 
why 

will 
winter 


bo 


ho Ww W& 


bo bo bo 
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wish 
with 
work 
world 
would 
write 
written 
wrote 


years 
yes 
yesterday 
yet 

you 
young 
your 
yours 


Wa 


wWwrRrwwwnrhd w 


WN Fr NwWWHN 
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WORD LIST, THE MACMILLAN 
SPELLING SERIES 


The number beside each word indicates the book in which it first 
appears as a spelling word. The 331 Most Commonly Misspelled 
Words, as listed on pages 167-170, appear twice or more in the series. 

This list includes 2608 basic words, plus 326 extra words for good 
spellers. The extra words are identified by an asterisk. 


ability 

able 

aboard 
about 

above 
absent 
absolute 
absorb 
abuse 
accelerate 
accept 
accessories 
accident 
accidentally 
accommodate 
accompanied 
accomplish 
according 
account 
accurate 
ache 
achievement 
acids 
acknowledge 


* 


* 


* 
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acquainted 
across 

act 

action 
activity 
actual 

add 
addition 
address 
admire 
adolescent 
adopted 
advance 
advantage 
adventure 
advertisement 
advice 
advise 
aerial 
affect 
afford 
afraid 
after 
afternoon 


mpmowwyqQvaOoO aan wmaoanrdioaornoaonwvorkrkunwoownrdr b&w 


w 


* 


* 


* 


* 


again 
against 
age 

agent 

ago 

agree 
agriculture 
aimless 

air 
air-conditioned 
airplane 
airport 
aisle 

alarm 
Alberta (Alta.) 
alcohol 
alive 

all 

alley 
allowed 

all right 
almost 
alone 

along 


wmNoadwonrndnoawAwowozaA nw or ow 


Wow fk DD DH 
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aloud 
alphabet 
already 
also 
altitude 
altogether 
always 

am 
amateur 
ambition 
ambulance 
American 
among 
amount 
amusement 
an 
analysis 
ancestors 
anchor 
ancient 
and 

angel 
angelic 
angle 
angry 
ammals 
ankle 
announce 
annual 
another 
answer 
anthracite 
anticipation 
anxiety 
anxious 
any 

apart 
apartment 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 
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apologize 
apparently 
appeal 
appeared 
appendicitis 
appendix 
applause 
apples 
appointed 
appreciate 
approached 
appropriate 
approved 
approximately 
April (Apr.) 
apron 
aquarium 
architecture 
Arctic 

are 

area 
argument 
arm 

armed forces 
army 
around 
arranged 
arrest 
arrived 
arrow 

art 

articles 
artificial 

as 

ashamed 
ashes 
asked 
asleep 


* 


* 
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assembly 
assignment 
assistance 
assistant 
association 
assure 

at 

ate 

athlete 
athletics 
Atlantic 
atmosphere 
atomic 
attached 
attack 
attempt 
attention 


- attic 


attractive 
audience 
auditorium 
August (Aug.) 
aunt 
authority 
autobiography 
autograph 
automatic 
automobile 
available 
avenue (Ave.) 
average 
avoid 
awakened 
away 

awful 

awhile 
awkward 
awoke 
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axe 
axle 


baby 
bachelor 
back 
backwards 
bacon 
bacteria 
bad 
badminton 
bag 
baggage 
bait 

bake 
balance 
balcony 
ball 
balloon 
ballot 
banana 
band 
bandage 
bank 
banner 
banquet 
bare 
bargain 
bark 
barn 
barrel 
baseball 
basement 
basket 
basketball 
bat - 
bath 
bathe 


5* 
6* 


NNDWNWAADDYD OC Pl 


* Te Sy 
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* 
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bathtub 
battery 
battle 
be 
beach 
beads 
beans 
bear 
bearings 
beast 
beat 
beautiful 
beauty 
beaver 
became 
because 
become 
bed 
bee 
beef 
been 
beets 
before 
began 
begin 
beginning 
begun 
behave 
behind 
being 
belief 
believe 
bell 
belong 
below 
belt 
benches 
beneath 


* 


ec * 


* 


* 
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me Pe DS 
mec ee ee 
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oO 
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benefit 
benefited 
bent 
beside 
best 
better 
between 
beyond 
bicycle 
big 

bike 
bilingual 
bill 
birch 
bird 
birthday 
biscuit 
bison 
bite 
bitter 
black 
blame 
blanket 
blaze 
bleeding 
blessing 
blew 
blind 
blizzard 
block 
blood 
blouse 
blow 
blue 
board 
boat 
body 
boil 


* 


* 


* 


x * 


* 


* 
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bone 
bonfire 
book 
border 
born 
borrow 
boss 
both 
bother 
bottle 
bottom 
bough 
bought 
boundary 
bouquet 
bow 
bowl 
box 
boy 
bracelet 
brain 
brakes 
branch 
brave 
bread 
break 
breakfast 
breath 
breathe 
bridge 
brief 
bright 
brilliant 
bring 


British Colum- 
bia (B.C.) 


broad 
broil 


nm > 
* 


mm Ol OD WwW Or 
* * * * 


* 


* 


* 


* 
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broken 
broom 
brother 
brought 
brown 
bruise 
brush 
bucket 
buffalo 
build 
built 
bulb 
bull 
bullet 
bulletin 
bump 
bundle 
bureau 
burglar 
buried 
burn 
burst 
bus 
bushes 
business 
busy 
but 
butter 
butterfly 
button 
buy 

by 


cabbage 
cabin 
cactus 
cafeteria 
cake 
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wOWN OS 


mm D 
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On 
* 


ao, Ol 
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* 
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bo 


&* 


pes 


calculator 
calendar 
eall 

calm 
calories 
calves 
came 
camel 
camera 
camp 
campaign 
can 
Canada 
Canadian 
canal 
canary 
cancel 
candidate 
candy 
cane 
cannot 
canoe 
can’t 
canyon 
capable 
capacity 
capital 
captain 
captive 
capture 
car 
carburetor 
card 

care 
career 
carelessness 
carpenter 
carriage 


> 
be) 


* 


mM D> Or W =I C 


* 
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carried 
carrots 
carry 
case 

cash 
cashier 
castle 

cat 
catalogue 
catch 
caterpillar 
cattle 
caught 
cause 
cautiously 
ceased 
cedar 
ceiling 
celebrate 
celery 
cellar 
cello 
Celsius 
cement 
cemetery 


4 
4* 
4 


Or 


* 


* 


OInNInNIwoounrnwFFer QwrnWw &NA 


Oe JF LO 
* + 


a 


centimetre (em) 4 


central 
centre 
cents 
century 
cereal 
ceremony 
certainly 
certificate 
chain 
chair 
chalk 
challenged 


if 


ouoanrnoanunrnwnowontws 


championship 


chance 
channel 
chapter 
character 
charge 


Charlottetown 


chase 
cheap 
cheat 
check 
cheek 
cheer 
cheese 
chemical 
cheque 
cherries 
chest 
chesterfield 
chew 
chicken 
chief 
child 
children 
chimney 
chin 
chipmunk 
chisel 
chocolate 
choir 
choose 
chopped 
chops 
chorus 
chosen 
Christmas 
church 
cider 


* 


* 


circle 
circulation 
circus 
citizen 
city 
civic 
civil 
claim 
class 
clause 
clean 
clear 
clerk 
clever 
click 
cliff 
climate 
climb 
clock 
close 
closet 
cloth 
clothed 
clothes 
clothing 
cloudy 
clover 
clown 
club 
coach 
coarse 
coast 
coat 
cocoa 
coconut 
code 
codfish 
coffee 


AnNIAanrnwWwkr ANAK TBRRAWBAAANWOR BAN 
* %* * %* * * * 


* 


coownnNtOwna & OD 


ano w 


* 


cold 

collar 
collection 
college 
colonel 
colonies 
colony 
colour 
colourful 
colt 
column 
comb 
combined 
come 
comfortable 
comics 
coming 
command 
commercial 
commission 
committee 
common 
communist 
community 
company 
comparative 
compare 
compass 
competent 
complaint 
complement 
complete 
complexion 
compliment 
computer 
concern 
concert 
concerto 


con ow 
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concise 
conclusion 
concrete 
condemn 
condition 
conductor 
confederation 
conference 
confidence 
confirm 
congratulated 
connection 
conquered 
conscience 
consent 
consequences 
consider 
considerable 
considerate 
constellation 
constitution 
construction 
consume 
contain 
contents 
contest 
continent 
continued 
contour 
contracts 
control 
convenience 
convention 
conversation 
cook 

cool 
co-operate 
copper 


Q* 
8 

T#* 
T# 


=] 


Se AaNANwooaonmnanna + 


a nO Can 


copy 
cord 

corn 
corner 
corral 
correct 
correspond 
cosmetics 
cost 
costume 
cottage 
cotton 
cough 
could 
council 
counsel 
count 
country 
couple 
courage 
courageous 
course 
court 
courteous 
courtesy 
cousin 
cover 
covered 
COW 
cowboy 
co-worker 
coyote 
crack 
cradle 
craw! 
crayon 
crazy 
creature 


6* 
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credit 
creek 
crept 
erib 
crime 
criticism 
crop 
cross 
crow 
crowd 
crown 
cruel 
cruiser 
crumbs 
crust 
cry 
cucumber 
cup 
cupboard 
cure 
curious 
curling 
curly 
curtains 
curve 
cushion 
custom 
cut 
cylinder 


daddy 
dairy 
daisy 
damages 
damp 
dance 
dancing 
dandelion 


* 


* 


ie 
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* 
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danger 
dangerous 
dark 

date 
daughter 
day 

dear 
death 
debate 
debt 


December (Dec.) 


decided 
decision 
declare 
decoration 
deed 

deep 

deer 
defeated 
defend 
defence 
definite 
degrees 
delegates 
delicate 
delicious 
delight 
deliver 
demand 
democratic 
densely 
dentist 
deny 
department 
dependable 
deposit 
depth 
descend 


MAA ARDAANITBRAAARAWAMAMAAWAARWWARANANANIWWHONANNABWAN 


Cee eS 


describe 
description 
desert 
deserve 
design 
desire 

desk 
dessert 
destination 
destroy 
detail 
determined 
develop 
devoted 
diagram 
dial 
diameter 
diamond 
diary 
dictionary 
did 

didn’t 

died 

diesel 

diet 
difference 
different 
difficulties 
dig 
digestion 
dime 
dimensions 
dining 
dinner 
direction 
dirt 
disagreeable 
disappear 
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disappointed 
discover 
discovery 
discussion 
disease 
disgrace 
disguised 
disgust 
dismal 
dismissed 
dissatisfied 
dissolve 
distance 
distinct 
distinguish 
distributed 
district 
divide 
division 

do 

dock 
doctor 
documents 
dodge 
does 

dog 

doll 

dollar 
domestic 
Dominion 
done 
donkey 
don’t 

door 
double 
doubt 
down 
downstairs 


downtown 
dozen (doz.) 
drain 
drama 
drank 
draw 
drawer 
dress 
drew 
drill 
drink 
drive 
dropped 
drove 
drown 
drug 
drum 

dry 

duck 
dug 
duplicate 
during 
dust 

duty 
dyeing 
dying 
dynamite 


each 

eager 

eagle 

early 

earn 
earrings 
ears 

earth 
earthquake 
easily 


Ck 


* 
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Easter 
easy 

eat 
ecology 
economical 
edge 
edition 
Edmonton 
education 
effect 
efficient 
effort 
eges 
eight 
eighteen 
eighth 
eighty 
either 
elaborate 
elect 
electric 
electricity 
electronic 
elementary 
elephant 
elevator 
eleven 
eleventh 
else 
embarrassing 
emigrants 
employed 
employee 
empty 
enamel 
enclosing 
end 
enemy 
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energy 
engagement 
engine 
engineer 
enjoy 
enormous 
enough 
enter 
entertainment 
enthusiastic 
entrance 
envelope 
equal 
equipment 
equipped 
eraser 
erect 
errand 
errors 
escapade 
escape 
especially 
essay 
establish 
estimated 
evaporation 
even 
evening 
event 

ever 

every 
everybody 
everywhere 
evidence 
exact 
examination 
example 
exceeding 


ep @S) A) AS eal ee a) Cy &Y Cores Sen Se Si 


ei Cy Ci 


CO Cl 
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excellent 
except 
excitement 
exclaimed 
excursion 
excuse 
executive 
exercise 
exhaust 
exhibit 
exhibition 
existence 
exit 

expect 
expensive 
experience 
experiment 
explain 
explanation 
explore 
exports 
expression 
expressway 
extensive 
exterior 
extra 
extramural 
extremely 
eye 


face 
facility 
factory 
facts 
failed 
failure 
faint 
fair 


NImeAannmndnrnrrowonrnat & 
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WwWooinddnN 11cm w 


fairy 
faithful 
fall 
familiar 
family 
famous 
fancy 
fantastic 
far 
farewell 
farm 
farther 
fascinating 
fashion 
fast 
fasten 
fat 
father 
fatigue 
fault 
favour 
favourite 
feast 
feather 
feature 


February (Feb.) 


federal 


‘feed 


feel 

feet 

fell 

felt 
female 
feminine 
fence 
fertile 
festival 
fever 
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few 
field 
fiercely 
fiery 
fifteen 
fifth 
fifty 
fight 
figure 
file 

fill 

film 
final 
finally 
finance 
financial 
find 
fine 
finger 
finish 
fir 

fire 
fireplace 
first 
fish 
fitted 
five 

fix 
flag 
flakes 
flame 


flashlight 


fleet 
flew 
flight 


flight attendant 


float 
flood 
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floor 
flour 
flower 
flu 

fly 

fold 

folk 
follow 
food 

fool 
foolish 
foolishness 
foot 

for 

force 
forehead 
foreign 
foremost 
forest 
forget 
forgive 
forgotten 
fork 
formal 
former 
formerly 
fortunate 
fortune 
forty 
forward 
fought 
foul 
found 
foundation 
fountain 
four 
fourteen 
fourth 
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fowl 

fox 
fracture 
frame 
Fredericton 
free 
freedom 
freeze 
freight 
French 
frequently 
fresh 
Friday (Fri.) 
fried 
friend 
fries 
frog 
from 
front 
frontier 
frost 
frozen 
fruit 

fry 

fuel 
fulfilled 
full 

fun 
funeral 
funny 
fur 
furnace 
furnish 
furniture 
further 
future 


gain 
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game 
garage 
garden 
gas 
gasoline 
gate 
gather 
gave 
geese 
general 
generally 
generator 
generous 
gentle 
geography 
get 
getting 
ghost 
giant 

girl 

give 
given 
glad 
glance 
glare 
glass 
glorious 
glory 
gloves 
go 

goal 

goes 
goggles 
going 
gold 

golf 
gone 
good 


* 


* 


* 
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good-bye 
goose 

got 
government 
governor 
graceful 
grade 
gradual 
gradually 
grain 
gram (g) 
grammar 


granddaughter 


grandfather 
grandmother 
grandson 
granite 
grant 

grapes 

grass 
grateful 


grave 
gravel 
gravy 
gray 
graze 
grazing 
grease 
great 
green 
greet 
erew 
grief 
grievance 
grind 
grip 
ground 
group 
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grove 
grow 
growl 
growth 
guarantee 
guard 
guess 
guest 
guide 
guilty 
guitar 
gun 
gymnasium 


had 

hail 

hair 

half 
Halifax 
hall 
Hallowe’en 
hammer 
hand 
handful 
handkerchiefs 
handlebars 
hang 
hangar 
happen 
happiness 
happy 
harbour 
hard 
hardly 
hardware 
has 

hat 

hatch 
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hatchet 
hate 
haul 
haunted 
have 
having 
hawk 

he 

head 
healed 
health 
hear 
heard 
heart 
heartily 
hearty 
heat 
heaven 
heavy 
hectare (ha) 
heel 
height 
heir 
held 
helicopter 
hello 
help 
hemisphere 
hen 

her 
herd 
here 
heroic 
hesitate 
hid 

hide 
high 
highrise 
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highway 
hike 
him 
hinge 
his 
history 
hit 

hive 
hoarse 
hobby 
hockey 
hold 
hole 
holiday 
hollow 
holy 
home 
honest 
honey 
honour 
honourable 
hope 
horizon 
horn 
horrible 
horse 
hose 
hospital 
hot 
hotel 
hour 
house 
household 
how 
however 
howl 
huge 
human 
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humorous 
humour 
hundred 
hung 
hungry 
hunting 
hurry 
hurt 
husband 


hydroelectric 


hygiene 
hymn 


I 

iceberg 

ice cream 
icicles 

idea 

ideal 

idle 

if 

ignorant 
illness 
illustration 
I’m 
imagine 
imitate 
immediately 
immense 
immigrants 
impatient 
important 


improvement 


in 

incident 
including 
increased 
independent 


] 


(oe) 


7 


DOUSs (i S (60) "Ce “Sa RO ANINDwWawrhrk kw COC 


NJAadNHANWNADRHOAOA TSN Oo =) 


188 SERIES WORD LIST 


index 
Indian 
individual 
industrious 
industry 
influence 
information 
initial 
injure 

ink 

inn 
innocent 
inquire 
insects 
inside 
inspection 
instance 
instead 
instruct 
instruction 
instructor 
instruments 
insurance 
intelligent 
intend 
interesting 
interfere 
interior 
international 


interplanetary 


interrupted 
interview 
intimate 
into 
intramural 
introduced 
invalid 
invention 


CO 
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investigate 
invisible 
invitation 
invite 
iron 
irrigation 
is 

island 
isn’t 
issue 

it 

itch 

items 

it’s 

its 


jacket 


January (Jan.) 


jaw 
jealous 
jelly 

jet 
jewellery 
job 

join 

joke 
journal 
journey 
judge 
judgment 
judicial 
juice 
July 
jump 
June 
jungle 
junior 
jury 


ok 
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just 
justice 


keel 
keen 
keep 
kept 
kettle 
key 
kick 
kill 
killed 


kilogram (kg) 
kilometre (km) 


kind 
kindergarten 
kindly 
king 
kisses 
kitchen 
kitten 
knees 
knew 
knife 

knit 
knitted 
knock 
knot 

know 
knowledge 
known 


label 
laboratory 
labour 
lacrosse 
ladder 
ladies 
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lady 

laid 

lake 
lamb 
land 
language 
large 
last 
later 
latter 
laughed 
laughter 
launch 
laundry 
law 
lawn 
lawyer 
lay 

lazy 
lead 
leader 
leaf 
league 
learn 
least 
leather 
leave 
leaves 
lecture 
led 
ledge 
left 

leg 
legislature 
leisure 
lemonade 
length 
lessons 
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let 

letter 
lettuce 
level 
liberty 
library 
license 
lick 

lie 
heutenant 
life 

light 
lightning 
like 

limb 
limited 
line 
linen 
liner 
lines 

lion 

lip 

liquid 
liquor 
list 
listening 
litre (L) 
little 

live 
livestock 
load 

loan 
lobster 
located 
lock 
lodge 
log 
logging 
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lonely 
long 
look 
loose 
lose 
losing 
loss 
lost 
lots 
loud 
love 
low 
luck 
lumber 
lunch 
luxury 


lying 


machine 
machinery 
made 
magazine 
magic 
magician 
mail 

main 


maintenance 


major 
majority 
make 
mammal 
man 
manage 


management 


manager 


manner 
manual 
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manufacture 
manuscript 
many 

map 

maple 
march 
March (Mar.) 
market 
marriage 
marvellous 
masculine 
master 
match 
matches 
material 
math 
mathematics 
matter 
may 

May 
maybe 
mayor 

me 

meal 

mean 
meant 
measles 
measure 
meat 
medicare 
medicine 
medium 
meet 
melon 

melt 
members 
memory 
men 
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mention 
merciful 
merely 
merry 
message 
messenger 
metal 
method 
metre (m) 
microphone 
middle 
midnight 
might 
mike 

milk 


millilitre (mL) 


bho Cc CO OD 
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millimetre (mm) 4 


million 
millionaire 
mind 
mine 
mineral 
miniature 
mining 
minister 
mink 
minus 
minute 
mirror 
mischief 
Miss 

miss 
missed 
missionary 
misspell 
mist 
mistake 
mix 


a 
5% 
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moccasins 
model 
modern 
moisture 
moment 


Monday (Mon.) 


money 
monitor 
monkey 
monotonous 
monster 
month 
Montreal 
moose 
more 
morning 
mortgage 
mosquitoes 
moss 
most 
motel 
mother 
motion 
motor 
motto 
mountain 
mouse 
mouth 
movable 
move 
movement 
movies 
mower 
Mr. 

Mrs. 

Ms. 

much 
multiplication 


OInNnoanranaInti—woraAwr BOANNMHAIWBNRONWwWAUNN FP DWOWOWWwW OAS OI oO 


* 


* 


municipal 
murderous 
murmur 
muscles 
museum 
music 
must 

my 

myself 
mystery 


nail 
name 
napkins 
narrow 
nation 
national 
native 
natural 
naturally 
nature 
navigator 
navy 
near 
necessary 
neck 
need 
needle 
neighbour 
neither 
nephew 
nervous 
nest 
never 
new 
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Newfoundland 
(N fld.) 

news 

next 

nice 

nickel 

niece 

night 

nine 

nineteen 

ninety 

ninth 

no 

noise 

none 

noon 

normal 

north 

nose 

not 

note 

notebooks 

nothing 

notice 

noticeable 

notify 

notion 

nourishing 

Nova Scotia 
(N.S.) 

November 
(Nov.) 

now 

nowhere 

nuclear 

nuisance 

number 

numerous 
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nurse 
nylon 


oak 

oar 
oatmeal 
obedient 
obey 
object 
objectives 
observed 
obtained 
occasion 
occupation 
occur 
occurred 
ocean 
o'clock 
October (Oct.) 
odour 

of 

off 
offence 
offered 
office 
official 
often 

oh 

oil 

old 

omit 

on 

once 

one 

onion 

only 
Ontario (Ont.) 
open 
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operation 
opinion 
opportunities 
opposite 
or 

orange 
orchard 
orchestra 
order 
ordinary 
ore 

organ 
organization 
orient 
original 
other 
Ottawa 
ought 
our 
ourselves 
out 
outboard 
outside 
oven 
over 
overalls 
owe 

owl 

own 
owner 
oyster 


Pacific 
package 
paddle 
paid 
pail 
pain 
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paint 
pair 

palm 
pamphlet 
pants 
paper 
parachute 
parade 
paragraph 
parallel 
parcel 
pardon 
parents 
park 
parka 
parliament 
parrot 
particular 
party 
pass 
passed 
passenger 
past 
paste 
pasture 
patch 
patent 
patience 
patient 
patients 
patio 
pattern 
pause 
paved 
paw 
pawed 
pay 
peaceful 
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peaches 
pearl 
pears 

peas 
peculiar 
pedestal 
pedestrian 
pen 

pencil 
penicillin 
people 
pepper 
per cent 
perfect 
perfume 
perhaps 
period 
permanent 
permissible 
permission 
permit 
personal 
persuaded 
pet 
petroleum 
philosopher 
photograph 
physical 
physician 
plano 

pick 

pickles 
picnic 
picture 
picturesque 
piece 

pier 

pierce 


OU 
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pigeon 
pile 
pillow 
pilot 
pine 
pink 
pioneer 
pipe 
pitcher 
pitying 
place 
plains 
plan 
planed 
planet 
plank 
planned 
plant 
plaque 
plastic 
plate 
plateau 
platform 
play 
pleasant 
please 
pleasure 
pledge 
plenty 
plough 
plumber 
plus 
pneumonia 
pocket 
poem 
point 
poisonous 
polar 
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pole 
police 
policy 
polish 
polite 
politics 
pollution 
pond 
pony 
pool 
poor 
popsicle 
popular 
population 
porch 
porous 
portable 
position 
positive 
possess 
possible 
post 


postscript (P.S.) 


potato 
potatoes 
pottery 
poultry 
pound 
poured 
poverty 
powder 
power 
practical 
practice 
practises 
prairie 
prayer 
preacher 
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precede 
precious 
prefer 
preferred 
prejudice 
premier 
premium 
prepare 
prescribe 
presence 
presents 
president 
press 
pretty 
prevent 
previous 
price 
priest 
primary 


Rie: 
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prime minister 


primitive 
prince 


Prince Edward 
Island (P.E.I.) 


princess 
principal 
principle 
print 
priority 
prison 
private 
privilege 
prize 
probably 
problems 
procedure 
proceed 
proceeded 
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process 
product 
production 
professor 
profitable 
program 
progress 
projector 
prominent 
promise 
promote 
pronunciation 
proof 
propeller 
properly 
property 
prophet 
proportion 
propose 
prosperous 
protect 
protein 
proud 
prove 
provide 
province 
provisions 
psychology 
public 
published 
puck 
pudding 
pull 
pulpwood 
pulse 
pumpkin 
punctured 
punished 
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pupil 
puppies 
puppy 
purchase 
pure 
purple 
purpose 
purse 
pursue 
push 
put 
putting 
puzzle 
pyramids 


quality 
quantity 
quarrel 
quarter 
Quebec (Que.) 
queen 
queer 
question 
quick 
quiet 
quit 
quite 
quotation 


rabbit 
race 
racket 
radar 
radiator 
radio 
raft 
railway 
rain 
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rainbow 
raise 
raisin 

ran 

ranch 
rapid 
rascal 

rat 
rather 
rattlesnake 
raw 
reach 
read 
ready 
real 
realize 
rear 
reason 
rebel 
receipt 
receive 
recent 
recess 
recipe 
recognize 
recommend 
record 
recreation 
red 
reduce 
refer 
reference 
referred 
refrigerator 
refused 
regarding 
Regina 
region 
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register 
regret 
regular 
regulations 
reindeer* 
relative 
release 
reliable 
relief 
religious 
remain 
remember 
remove 
rent 
repair 
repeated 
repetition 
reply 
report 


representatives 


reproduce 
request 
required 
rescue 
reserve 
reservoir 
residence 
resigned 
resistance 
resources 
respect 
responsible 
rest 
restaurant 
returned 
reverse 
review 
revolution 
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reward 
rhythm 
ribbon 
rice 
rich 
riddle 
ride 
ridiculous 
rifle 
right 
ring 
rink 

rip 
ripe 
rise 
risk 
river 
road 
roam 
roast 
robbers 
robin 
rock 
rockets 
rodeo 
role 
roll 
roof 
room 
root 
rope 
roses 
rotten 
rough 
round 
route 
routine 
row 
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royal 
rubbers 
rug 
ruler 
run 
rural 
rush 
rye 


sack 
sacrifice 
sad 

saddle 
safety 

said 

sail 

sailor 
salad 
salary 

sale 

saliva 
salmon 
salt 

same 

sand 
sandwiches 
Santa Claus 


Saskatchewan 


(Sask.) 
sat 
satellite 
satisfactory 
satisfied 


Saturday (Sat.) 


saucer 
sausage 
savage 
save 
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saw 
say 

says 
scale 
scarce 
scared 
scarf 
scene 
scent 
scheduled 
scheme 
scholar 
scholarship 
school 
science 
scientific 
scissors 
score 
seout 
scratch 
scream 
screen 
screw 
sculpture 
sea 
search 
season 
seat 
second 
secret 
secretary 
section 
secure 
see 

seek 
seemed 
seen 
seize 


bo 
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seldom 
selection 
selfishly 
sell 
senate 
senators 
send 
senior 
sense 
sensible 
sent 
sentence 
separate 
September 
(Sept.) 
serial 
series 
serious 
servant 
serve 
service 
session 
settle 
settlement 
seven 
seventeen 
seventy-five 
several 
severe 
sew 
sewers 
shade 
shadow 
shake 
shall 
shallow 
shape 
share 
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sharp 
shaving 
she 

shed 
sheep 
sheet 
shelf 
shelter 
shin 
shine 
ship 
shipment 
shock 
shoes 
shone 
shoot 
shopping 
short 
shot 
should 
shoulder 
shouted 
shove 
shovel 
show 
shower 
shrieking 
shut 

sick 
sidewalk 
slege 
sigh 
sighed 
sight 
sign 
signal 
signature 
significance 
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silence 
silent 
silk 
silly 
silver 
similar 
simple 
since 
sincerely 
sing 
single 
sink 

sir 
sister 
sit 
situated 
SIX 
sixteen 
size 
skate 
skeleton 
skidded 
skiing 
skilful 
skin 
skirt 
skis 
skunk 
sky 
slaughter 
slave 
sled 
sleep 
sleet 
sleeve 
sleigh 
slept 
slice 
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orn 


slide 
slight 
slip 
slippers 
slippery 
small 
smart 
smell 
smile 
smoke 
smooth 
snake 
snow 

so 
soaked 
soap 
soccer 
social 
society 
socks 
soda 
soft 
solar 
sold 
soldier 
sole 
solid 
solution 
some 
someone 
son 
soon 
sore 
sorry 
soul 
sound 
soup 
sour 
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source 
south 
souvenir 
space 
spade 
sparrow 
speak 
spear 
special 
species 
specimen 
speech 


speedometer 


spell 
spend 
spent 
spices 
spider 
spill 
spirits 
spite 
splendid 
spoil 
spoke 
spoon 
sport 
spot 
spread 
spring 
sprinkle 
spruce 
square 
squash 
squeeze 
squirrel 
stage 
stairs 
stamp 
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stampede 
stand 
standard 
stare 
staring 
start 
starved 
station 
stationary 
stationery 
statistics 
statue 
stay 
steady 
steal 
steam 
steel 
steering 
step 

stick 

stiff 

still 

sting 
stingy 
stir 

stitch 

St. John’s 
stockings 
stole 
stomach 
stone 
stood 
stool 
stooped 
stop 
store 
storm 
story 
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stove 
straight 
strange 
strap 
strawberries 
streamlined 
street (St.) 
strength 
stretch 
strikes 
strong 
stubborn 
stuck 
students 
studied 
studious 
study 
studying 
stumble 
stupid 
stylish 
subject 
submarine 
subscribe 
subscription 
substitute 
subtract 
suburban 
subway 
successful 
such 
sudden 
sufficient 
sugar 
suggest 
suicide 
suit 
suitable 
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sulphur 
summer 
sun 

Sunday (Sun.) 
sunny 
superintendent 
superior 
supersonic 
superstitious 
supply 
support 
suppose 
supreme 
sure 
surface 
surgeon 
surprise 
surround 
surrounded 
surveyed 
suspend 
suspense 
suspicious 
swallow 
swear 
sweater 
sweep 
Sweet 

swell 

Swept 

swift 

swim 
swimming 
swing 
switch 
sword 
syllable 
sympathy 
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symptoms 
synagogue 
synthetic 
syrup 
system 


table 
tackle 

tail 

tailor 
take 
taken 
talk 

tame 
tank 
tanned 
target 
tariff 
taste 
taught 
tax 

taxi 

tea 
teacher 
team 

_ tear 
teased 
tedious 
teeth 
telegram 
telephone 
telescope 
television 
tell 
temperature 
temporary 
ten 
tender 
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tennis 
tent 
tenth 
terrible 
terrific 
territory 
terror 
testimony 
textiles 
texts 
than 
thank 
thankful 
that 

the 
theatre 
theft 
their 
them 
then 
theory 
there 
therefore 
thermometer 
these 
they 
they’re 
thick 
thin 
things 
think 
third 
thirsty 
thirteen 
thirty 
this 
thorough 
those 
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though 
thought 
thousand 
thread 
threatened 
three 
threw 
throat 
throne 
through 
throughout 
throw 
thrown 
thumb 
thunder 
Thursday 
(Thurs.) 
ticket 
tickled 
tied 
tigers 
till 
timber 
time 
timid 
tiny 
tire 
tired 
tissue 
title 
to 
toast 
tobacco 
toboggan 
today 
toes 
together 
told 
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tomato 
tomatoes 
tomorrow 
tongue 
tonight 
too 

took 
tools 
tooth 

top 

topic 
tore 
torn 
Toronto 
toss 
total 
tough 
tourists 
toward 
towel 
town 
toys 
track 
tractor 
trade 
traffic 
tragedies 
trail 
train 
traitor 
tramp 
transaction 


On 
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rok 


transcontinental 6 


transfer 


transportation 


trap 
traveller 
treasurer 
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treat 
tree 
tremendous 
trial 
tribe 
trick 
tries 
trip 
triumph 
trophy 
tropics 
trouble 
trough 
trousers 
trout 
truck 
true 
truly 
trumpet 
trunk 
trust 
truth 
try 


Tuesday (Tues. ) 


tulip 
tunnel 
turkey 
turn 
turtle 
twelfth 
twelve 
twenty 
twenty-four 
twice 
twin 
twisted 
two 


tying 
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ur ep 


typewriter 


ugly 
umbrella 
umpire 
uncle 
unconscious 
under 
underneath 
understand 
uniform 
union 

unite 
university 
unknown 
unless 
until 

up 

upon 
uranium 
urban 
urgent 

us 

use 

useful 
useless 
using 
usually 
utensil 


vacant 
vacation 
valentine 
valley 
valuable 
Vancouver 
vanished 
vapour 
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variety 
vegetable 
vegetation 
very 
veteran 
vicinity 
victim 
Victoria 
victory 
view 
vigorous 
village 
villain 
vine 
vinegar 
violence 
violin 
virtue 
visionary 
visit 
visitor 
vitamins 
voice 
volcano 
volleyball 
- volume 
volunteer 
vote 
voyage 
vulgar 


wagon 
wait 
wakened 
walk 
wall 
want 
war 
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warehouse 
warm 
warn 
warrant 
was 
wash 
waste 
watch 
water 
waves 
way 
we 
weak 
wear 
weary 
weather 
weave 
wedding 
Wednesday 
(Wed.) 
weigh 
weird 
welcome 
welfare 
well 
went 
were 
west 
wet 
wharf 
wharves 
what 
wheat 
wheel 
when 
where 
wherever 
whether 
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which 
while 
whine 
whip 
whisper 
whistle 
white 
who 
whole 
wholesale 
wholly 
whom 
who’s 
whose 
why 
wieners 
wife 
wild 
wilderness 
will 

win 
wind 
window 
wing 
winner 
Winnipeg 
winter 
wire 
wise 
wish 
witch 
with 
without 
witness 
wives 
woke 
wolf 
wolves 
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woman 
won 
wonderful 
won't 
wooden 
woods 
wool 
woollen 
word 
wore 
work 
world 
worm 
worn 
worry 
worse 
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worst 
worth 
would 
wound 
wrapped 
wreaths 
wrecked 
wrestling 
wrist 
write 
writing 
written 
wrong 
wrote 


years 
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yeast 
yell 
yellow 
yes 
yesterday 
yet 
yolk 
you 
young 
your 
yours 
youth 


zero 
zipper 
Z00 
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